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1919 - 1929 

IHUf'P't..t a OANO COIJlll'Ta 'WEFt() 8UCH ,..L,CJ11Ub4 

April 25, 19 I9 Courtesy ofBruce Smith Estate Collection at the Archive Center Indian River CountY Main Library 

. . 
\'JG-Onous VERO ts KOW A FULL 
. . FI.,EDGED INCORI>ORA-TED CITY~ 

Vero is nov..r incorpo;afed; 
' 

,vord, was 
. received. 1at _Ve.r.o . Tue~da:y cycning
fro m Rep:tesentative \Vhyte tha.t· the 
g o,r.e:itnor had signed· the bill -fo'r .. the 
incorporation .of the .city of Vero. 

The affaiirs of. the city will,: tJ.O\v be 
· adr.ninistered b~· a' boa•rcf qf· council- · 
1nen, consisting, o.f five members. The 
p1·esent n1en1bers of the council ,vho 
v.·ere named in the incorporation bill 
are J. r'\. . Frere, F. C. Gifford, W. J.: 
l\faher. C. G. Redstone a·na 0 . R'oach. -: 
The c·huncil ,viJl elect a n1avor ,vho ' 
,t.·iH be the to,vn's executive ;fficer 
until the regular election ,vhich ,,·ill 
be in December next. 

T·he use of Serninole I-Iall has been 
tPndered t o the councih11en for . the 
transac.tion-of their business until thcv 
can secure s uitnbie quarters. · 

The Vero Chamber of Commerce, formerly the Vero Commercial Club, is 

organized and addresses important local issues, including the bridge 

campaign and the town incorporation project. April 25, 191 9 

[Bruce Smith Collection-·00094] 

The City of Vero is incor~orated as a municipality by the Florida legislature. 

The first five members oif the City Council are: (1) Joseph A. Frere. A 

lumberman who was born in Belgium and spoke Walloon. (2) C. Gifford, son 

of Henry Gifford, the first settler of Vero. (3) William J. Maher who moved to 

Vero in 1915 from Illinois and opened the first department store in 1916. 

(4) Charles G. Redstone 1 ho was born in Canada and was in the lumber 

business when he arrivea in 191 8. He is the first President of the city council. 

(5 ) Ottaway Roach move ti to Vero in 1901 and is the first fire chief. The first 

mayor is Anthony W. Yo(~ng. [St. Lucie County Tribune, June 13, 1919, p.6] 
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1919 - 1929 

.......- ·!z 

r Al - '1111 - -

Editor Paul Nisle publishes the first edition of the Vero Press. It merges in 

1927 with the Vero Beach Journal and becomes the Vero Beach Press Journal 

with John Schumann as editor. September 13, 1919 
[Indian River Historical Society- 3294] 

The dedication of the first Vero toll bridge across the Indian River is on 

Labor Day, 1920. This is the second bridge across the Indian River, the first 

being at Cocoa. Is is a wooden swing bridge that crosses from present- day 

Royal Palm Pointe to the barrier island. Over 300 automobiles cross the 

bridge to the ocean on the opening day. September 6, 1920 

[Indian River Historical Society- 0041 7) 

The Vero Volunteer Fire Department forms as a result of the loss by fire of the 

entire business block of Vero on November 16, 1919. The fire destroys the 

Twitchell Building, Maher's Department store, the Toole Barbershop, the Pool 

Room, and the Victory Restaurant, with the total property loss of $73,000. 

Approval of the volunteer fire department takes over a year, and another major 

fire occurs in October 192 l, one month before the fire truck is delivered to the 

volunteer fire deparment. July 14, 1 92 l 
[Indian River Historical Society- 131 6- 00 l] 
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1919 - 1929 

Section ot Business District, Vero Beach, F1a. 

.,... . ~ >'t'.- . .. . - -
. - r ' . ~ '- ... 

, . . · . r 

· '5· .· -a; ,
' . . 

J 

- , , 

The Vero Theatre opens on 14th Avenue. There is room for 850 seats including two 

boxes on either side and a full - size orchestra pit. The Hunchback of Notre Dame is 

the first movie shown in the theatre. On October 24- 26, 1991, the newly restored 

Theatre Plaza, site of the old Florida Theatre, is unveiled with apartments upstairs 

and retail space downstairs. October 20, l 924 

[Bruce Smith Collection - 00058] 

The municipality of the City of Vero is abolished and a new municipality to be known 

as City of Vero Beach is created , established, and granted a new charter with the 

approval of Governor John W. Matin. May l 9, l 92 5 

[Indian River Historical Society- 01058] 

Indian River County is created from the northern half of St. Lucie County. Governor 

John W. Martin approves the legislative bill on May 30, 1925 and language in the bill 

itself creates and establishes Indian River County thirty days from the Governor's 

approval. On June 29, 1925 the newly- formed county celebrates with inauguration 

festivities. William Jennings Bryan speaks at the ceremony ans assists with the ribbon 

cutting. The City of Vero Beach is selected to be the county seat in November of 

1925. June 29, 1925 

[Antonio (Tony) Young Collection - 02 5] 
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1919 - 1929 

The first mosquito control district in the state is created in conjunction with the 

formation of Indian River County. The Indian River Mosquito Control District declares 

in the local newspaper:"Vigorous warfare against Pests in Indian River County." Twenty 

years later during World War II, DDT is introducted and tested at McKee Jungle Gardens 

to eradicate those annoying pests. June. 25, 1925 

[Florida Memory project ca 1903 Florida East Coast Raliway employee controlling for 

mosquitos- Cape Sable, FL] 

I . I \_ 

Vero Beach Municipal (Light) Plant, newly expanded and upgraded to a 750 HP diesel 

engine, opens in the summer of 1926. This expansion is necessitated by an increasing 

need for power in the growing city, documented as early as November 1919. It services 

950 patrons and 150 electric cooking and heating stoves. Power is furnished to the 

ice plant, the Vero Beach Journal and the Vero Beach Press, the water works , the 

planning mill , laundry, the Novelty Works (a window & doors company), the cement 

products company, and two packing houses. July 1926 

[George Nelson Glass Slide Collection / Indian River Historical Society- GS- 011] 

6 



193 0 - 193 9 

VIA AIR MAIL ' 

~ ,f,..,. rt f.J ✓~ 
-d3 IIy,~ ...,,~ ' 

~47-,,) 

7(= --4~ I ...,, ...,, ~ 

After two years of discussion and construction, the dedication of Vero Beach 

"Silvertown" Municipal Airport is a two-day event. James Tew, President of the 

Goodrich Rubber Company and a resident of Riomar, gives the address at the 

initial ceremony. Mr. Tew helps to make the airport possible through his 

financial contribution and the airport is named "Silvertown" in his honor. Over 

1 500 "air mail first flight envelopes" are sent to individuals throughout the 

United States. March 3 - 4, 1930 

[Indian River Historical Society- 01226-001 / Pam Cooper] 

Indian River Citrus Growers' League is organized. The main purpose of the 

league is the protection of the reputation of the citrus fruit grown in the area. 

Delegates from Volusia, Brevard, St. Lucie, Martin and Indian River Counties 

propose a charter with bylaws to the state. It is reorganized in 1948 and later 

renamed Indian River Citrus League. January 31 , 1931 

[Indian River Historical Society- 00920] 
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1930 - 1939 

• 

,, :e 

With very little fanfare, McKee Jungle Gardens opens to 

the public as an 80 acre tropical hammock. At the time, 

Garden clubs become its biggest visitors. In the first 

four months the Gardens have over 900 visitors. 
January 1, 1932 [Indian River Historical Society-01936/ 

Sexton Family Collection-044] 

Mrs. Garnett Radin purchases a former hotel on Old Dixie Highway and 10th Lane. On 

that site she opens the first Indian River Hospital on "National Hospital Day" and on 

the anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale. Until 1 940, it is a 21-bed 

private hospital charging $4. 50 per day for a semi-private room and $ 5 for a private 

room. May 23, 1932 

[Indian River Historical Society-01543] 

Direct airmail service is stablished at Vero Beach, the smallest city to have such 

service in the United States. March 1935 

[Indian River Historical Society-01216] 
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1930 - 1939 

= 
) 

The Community Building that later, became the Heritage 

Center, is completed and the first event held there is the 

Seventh Annual Flower Show sponsored by the Indian River 

Garden Club. It is used as a Servicemen's Center during World 

War II. April 1 0, 193 5 
[VBNAS- 163 / VBNAS- 214] 

A military record is set by the Army Air Force in Vero Beach by 

the Seventh Provisional Bombardment Group. The Group flies 

into Vero Beach twenty- six Martin B- 1 0 Bombers on dawn to 

dusk history- making single- day record flight from the March 

and Hamiliton Air Force Base near Riverside, California. ~ -
The flight takes 21 hours and 1 5 minutes to complete andf_/- . 

~....d-

in c I u des three stops. National radio broadcasts announce the 

progress of the flight. December 1, 1935 

[Indian River Historical Society- 00216 

Indian River Historical Society- 00143] 

The construction of the Indian River County Courthouse is completed and the 

County Officials move into the new courthouse. The City of Vero Beach had donated 

the land on 14th Avenue opposite Pocahontas Park in July 1935 and construction 

began in April of 1936. The architect is William H. Garns and Son of Vero Beach, with 

funding through the Pulic Works Administration. March 1937 

[Bruce Smith Collection - 00131] 

. ~ ~tJ!!-~ c;:__.Jg,ll!!C:i¼ifff'· 
-

r 
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1940 - l 949 
Yc"o DCL. "'"lit 1101"1:I. , -YCAO GtAC:H, !"'"LA. -------~~ The first air- conditioned store in Vero Beach is installed at ·- ···:· .HOW:-TO>GET;;.:. · . 

Coke- Ley Specialty Company owned by John Coke, dealer for ·"Cool Comfort 
c---~~ ~ -.,\}!Philco- York. Florida Motor Lines and its brand new Zephyr bus 

tl
il/4 .' ' -~~(~offers air- conditioning . The Florida East Coast Railway also offers ·.· ~w,a • ··31 · fi~,. 

. WP<,1i ·;]1;£1i ~ 
6 

r1 

, 

air- conditioned coaches and excursions to Ashevill , North Carolina ~~ri~E;~~ L • - ... -

In October the Vero Del Mar Hotel located on the corner of 14th : ~~§1E'~ifill ! · ' 
' ' ' :~~~~;.:":.~ i 

·--- - ••., ..., • o.;......._.. .. 
Avenue and 23rd Street, has a formal opening of its air- conditioned . s;;:;;:~: L .~.... ,.,,..,...:...;;. 

H•w Window Uni1 · 

dining rooms. July 1940 .::r1;~-;:;~3;.:.· 
_,,,...- .. u..$ .o""~••... ~ 59.50IP 

[Vero Beach Press Journal - Sept 20, 1940 pg.SA/ Bruce Smith ~-Ley Sp;~~Y--¢~. _ 
Collection - 00134] · · · : ·-v.".!! ..........h,.~••d• · - · 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 , the Army and Navy began 

to inspect the Vero Beach Municipal Airport for wartime use. the United States Naval 

Air Station at Vero Beach, constructed at a cost of $5,000,000, is formally 

commissioned with ceremonies and placed in operation on November 24, 1942. 
January 1942 [VBNAS- 50 / VBNAS- 56] 
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1940 - 1949 
DUT 11' IN TIU~ \\1 IND The Navy experiments with a new controversial methof of -

eradicating mosquitoes by spraying DDT on a salt march 

just south of the Vero Bridge. Navy Officials observe that -personnel are losing 60 to 70 percent of their productive 

time either in °s,lapping mosquitoes or teRding to their 

wounds". 

The Stearman PT- 17 and the L- 4 Piper Cub airplanes are used for spraying. the area sprayed 

extends from Sebastian Inlet to Fort Pierce Inlet, and area of l 0,000 acres. It takes up to 1 7 

flying hours, 2,044 pounds of DDT and 5,110 gallons of diesal oil.. March 20, 1945 
fl,!i $1oi>,:,ha;i·. t,lr~ off°"• w.t. hoJ> b'-t6r~ ao.t.u•l sprnylug [Th B M 3 l 945] 

C-O\iit11,;,i.;ls..'' '11.ie.. 'oii!let. for He.s;,rar are those dark wnts :.t th• e ,uccan.eer ay 1 . 
n1JSi: Ot ~·the.'_p)a·lrt:,i- :r~id: i".')'iuf lttok ·,-c.~·d hurd, you. tul\ s~ :-t UtO:e 
rtf 1:he·, t~~\· S_pt,a)'.l' 

'.l'JIFJ Btff:JCANLYP)f;, PA££. TRREf Presi·dent Harry S. Truman announces the surrender of Imperial Japan, 
Cl'l'Y OF VERO BEA.Cll 1/l'JA.RS )fl(;J'ORY ANNOVi,•CeMl!:lliT 

- · ______,- :-:-:~ · ~ · ,· • ' 1' • : - · - ----;:-· • • :• - • • """:-' '. *<.: ,.,, •!•. .,,.;,: ,:,. ❖ "' ❖ • • . ... . . • • . • . • • . ,. effectively ending World War II. The U.S. Naval Air Station at Vero Beach 
~ "':'.. ::<•.. :· :,.-- ~----: ' • --~,· .. '• ·. :• ~- . ,.: .• -~}
~ ~ X• ~· , •;-v-. , • • ~~ • ,..., , • T:•~ 

• ❖ ,: •. • • ~: - ' {. ·. • ' ❖ -·: . news.paper, "The Buccaneer", reports the news on August 23, 1945. . . . 
J,._ ••.· 

~ ... [Buccaneer MSS- MIS09- 001] 

\1 -•if.a~ .-;i(l:,le:fl 111ruw In. "V\"" (Cc::ttCth imm<:rtio.Mil_y ah<:r tht i'et W~ al' 1)1iot!Y.(ra~her fihortlr a fte,: Ifie ,,ew~ ,i·a11c flashed to 01-r-- '!'·orld• 
ll411l11"is:.!e1U;:r"~r "l\'-OS<!)lHtOUncea T hia photo )¥'."" t!!-k:4-'ll :b.>1-~ ):l\l-'9Y 
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l 940 - 1949 

Ownership of the United States Naval Air Station 

is transferred back to the City of Vero Beach. 

August 23, 1947. 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 01087 / 

VBNAS- 211] 

Mayor Alex MacWilliam designates the island in the 

Indian River as a Memorial Park to honor local servicemen. 

A causeway/ bridge is completed from the mainland to 

the island. On May l 0, 1964, Memorial Island is formally 

dedicated to Indian River County's war dead. In 2003, the · 

city renames it Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

July 11, l 947 [Pam Cooper] 

- ~ - -
_., ~t Sebastian Inlet re- opens at 11 am before a crowd of 

I ' '\: 

• approximately 200 people. The channel is now 125 feet 

wide at low tide and approximately 3 50 feet wide at flood tide. 

September 2 8, l 947 [Photo by Florida Histocial Society /Wilson- 203695 38... l 262] 
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1940 - 1949 
City leaders, local business owners, and the Miracle Mile Association begin 

initial plans to create Vero Beach's "Miracle Mile" , an attractive business 

thoroughfare intended at this time to stretch from McAnsh Park to the Indian 

River. 1947 - 1948 [Bruce Smith Collection- 00245] 

-
- ;.,.... .·. ~ .. - ·_ 

~ . -.--~~ •: . -· -

.11. ..! 

The Brooklyn Dodgers play the Montreal Royals at the newly Navy- built Holman 

Field. The Dodgers remain in Vero Beach for 61 Spring Trainings. That same 

year, the first integrated Major League Baseball Spring Training site In the south 

was established in Vero Beach where Hal of Fame infielder Jackie Robinson broke 

baseball 's color line. March 31, 1948 

[VBNAS- 0181A/VBNAS- 0237 / Indian River Historical Society- 1100] 

JAC:HE ltOlllNSOt{ 

13 



. 

- l1 • ' • 
'~ ~ ' ' ~,lilff i - ' 

• i f: 

1950 - 1959 

- _.;, , l[ll I --
,:, . Ii fl! 3! -

&~ 1\1 . • ~:.. ~ 
~ j4 

Merrill Barber bridge, built near the original 

wooden bridge, is dedicated and opened. 

February 1 9, 1 951 

[Bruce Smith Collection-00308 

Bruce Smith Collection-00314-001] 

The Vero Beach Dolphinettes, a local synchronized 

swimming group, is founded by Millie Frasier bunnell 

· _ ·i :r- - .\ .., 

,_~- )'l~ , .._ \ ·.,. 

I ~ ~r"_,, .. 

f "' 
at its organizational meeting, with its first show held 

on August 16, l 952 at the Shamrock pool in Ft. Pierce. 

The Dolphinettes made their home in the pool at the 

Windswept Hotel in Sex ton Plaza until their final show 

on September l, 1962. They represented the City of 

Vero Beach both locally, around the US on television , at 

theme parks , and in at least one movie. July 15, 1952 

[Bruce Smith Collection- 00308 / 

Indian River County Historical Society- 3468- 001] 

The Brooklyn Dodgers dedicate Holman Stadium. The 

legendary flier Eddie rickenbacker, President of Eastern 

Airlines, unveils the plaque. March 11, 1953 

[Indian River County Historical Society-01 098 & 0 l 096]\ c-,.......,_ _
- ~ """'!" , -:., , ~....1'« ~ 

~ ~ ..,-~~~~,1~ ~ -~' t•~•~~z.~-,,~t.,~~1~8'~ 
....~L#I.!<' ·f.!~n;..t_a ·~.. 



1950 - 1959 
Local Highwaymen artist Harold Newton, born in 1934 in Gifford, begins his 

successful painting career at age 19, showcasing his many artistic works at the 

local courthouse, banks, hotels, homes and offices. As his artistic career 

progressed, he became a master of Florida Landscape Art and is widely 

considered to be the most talented of the Highwaymen artists. 1954 

[Highwaymen Trail.com] 

~ - . 
\ ~; ,f--¼111 ' - •.., ~ .-~.,.,.~--- ' 

~ · 
!fill ---

~ 
I 
I 

i 

The first radio station, WTTB ("Where the Tropics Begin") at 1490 AM, goes on 

the air from 7am to l 0pm. June 7, 1954 

[Indian River County Historical Society-00681 

In addition to its Lock haven, PA 

facility, Piper Aircraft Corporation 

locates a manufacturing plant in 

Vero Beach at its current location at 

the south east corner of the Vero 

Beach Municiple Airport, currently 

the Vero Beach Regional Airport. l 95 7/4~ 

: 

-

[Indian River County Historical Society-03190, 031 92-00 l, 031 99] 
1 5 
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1950- 1959 

~et~~ -Z,e,ia ~ead 

_. _ ..... _.--:.,•

·~ 

Wfl.COME 
JAYCtt~BEAtll·--t -.-~ z::;._ · ·-----·-1,....--·- · ·-.._-··-=-,,:.i 

- - -· --·· 

_~. .,.: ·...,.. ~·· 

• 

~ ~~ _·-r ~ 

~ !!!--!!!~~~. ~ - -:: -
'-j c,-- - --- . 

GREYHOUND eus '";Af t~N -
HA NA TOUR S 

Jaycee Beach Park is dedicated as a new nine- acre 

City park. Governor LeRoy Collins is the principal 

speaker at the dedication. March 22, 1958 

[Bruce Smith Collection-00327 / Indian River County 

Historical Society-02084- 00 l] 

Dedication of Sexton Plaza and Waldo Sexton Day, honoring 

Waldo Sexton as the Great floridian entrepreneur who built 

Ocean Grill located in the plaza, and who built many other 

famous Vero Beach landmarks. November 5, 1958 

[Sexton Family Collection-033 / Sex-038] 

~~~ 

· ,...: 

Greyhound Bus lines opnes a station and waiting room in 

Vero Beach at US Highway 1 and 12th Avenue, between Helseth Motor Companies 

and Bunky's. January 30, 1959 [Indian River County Historical Society-00708] 
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1960 - 1969 
' # The City's first shopping center, "Miracle Plaza" opens, boasting 97,919 square 

wo oLW O RT H -9 feet of floor space. 
-,- April 28, 1960 

[1 961 Arrowhead] 

. PUBLIX i! I MA RKET 
mis:_•!.:._'' s•'_!~'--"•-~ 

,,,.,.--

The "Real 8" Treasure Salvagers find their first shipwreck of the l 71 5 Fleet near 

Sebastian Inlet, recovering between 3,500 and 4,000 silver coins fused together 

into tow large clumps. January 8, 1961 

[Mclarty Treasure Museum, Edward Perry] 
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1960 - 1969 

•
, .•.•

• ~ Proll'resslve ?' 
• ~ Civic LCall'1JC -
• ~ of.Gifford, FL ~ 

Ordinary • 
• People doing- .__
4' cxeraoc~tnary P--

~h1ngs in &hint' • 

Conwun1t-'T"" .. 

A group of concerned citizens votes to form the Progressive Civic League of Gifford 

as a civic and community organization working in the best efforts of Gifford. The 

founders were Leon Young, Mrs. Early B. Evans, Reverend L.E. Green, 1.J. Pickney, 

Victor Hart, Edward Watkins, George York, J. R. Lundy, Verna Green and John mims. 

J. Ralph Lundy served as President for thirty- one years retiring in 1991 . 

May 1961 

[Vero Beach Press Journal March 4, 1991] 

Power is first generated at the new municipally- owned 

steam plant, built with blue aluminum siding, and located 

at 17th Street and Indian River Boulevard. The new Vero 

Beach Municipal Power Plant continues to be 

supplemented by the old diesel power plant for several 

decades, used fro high demand and during emergencies. 

December 1 961 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 3232- 001] 

[Sam Wolfe / Vero Beach Press Journal] 

g 

.,. 

~ 
• 

The new library building at 1028 20th Place is dedicated . In February, the public 

library, housed in the Woman's Club Building since 1916, moved to the new 

building. The architect deisgned it to look like a row of books. March 25, 1962 

[ARC- PC- 038] 
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1960 - 1969 
Located across the street from the public library, the new City Hall is dedicated. 

Architect bill Taylor designed it in the style called "mid - century modern" and it was 

built by William Hensick & Sons. The new City Hall includes a large 11 2 seat council 

chamber on the first floor. March 1 7, 1963 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 00997] 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 01 002] 

I 

On the recommendation of the Indian River Hibiscus Society and by 

official vote of the Vero Beach City Council, the Hibiscus is named 

the official flower of Vero Beach. October 17, 1967 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 02035- 002] 

[Pam Cooper] 
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1960 - 1969 

The last railway passenger service to Vero Beach ends, having begun prior to the 

incorporation of the City of Vero Beach. 

July 1968 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 03518- 001] 

Gifford High School graduates its last class after 

the Indian River County School Board adopts a 

desegregation plan, a direct result of a ten- year 

~-1.rn-~~.!;, fight by Joe ldlette1 Jr. to end desegregation in 

~ Indian River County public schools. Formerly 
~~~c:E~:::!::::::::;::~f.i.-.,~Fili:I known as the Gifford School, serving grades 1- 12, 

it first opened on September 17, 1937 with 290 

students. June 5, 1969 

dl~fee4,
r 

DISTRICT # 3 · DEMOCRAT 

* COUNTY COMMISSION _., 

VOTE • MAY 7 

l' D lll<E YOUR VOTE 
FOR A 8£TTER TOMORROW 

Local business woman Alma Lee Loy was elected 

the first woman Indian River County Commissioner 

from 1968 - 1980. 

November 1968 

[Courtesy of Alma Lee Loy and Vero Beach 

Magazine] 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 03331 / Joe ldlette] 
20 



1970 - 1979 

f 

,, 

lnterstate- 95 from Malabar to State Road 60 is formally dedicated in a ribbon cutting 

ceremony. The dedication ceremony begins with a motorcade at 3pm from the Vero Theatre 

taking dignitaries to the Indian River- Brevard Canty Line for the 4pm ceremony. After seven 

long years of planning and construction, 1- 95 opens south past Vero Bech on August l, 1977. 

October 28, 1970 

[Eric Hasert / Vero Beach Press Journal] 

After numerous delays, Mclarty State Museum fromally opens on 

State Road Al A, two miles south of the Sebastian Inlet. The museum 

is built on property once used by Spanish Salvors following the 

sinking of a fleet of treasure- laden Spanish ships during a 1715 

hurricane. March 27, 1971 

[Mclarty Museum, Ed Perry] 

The Vero Beach Community Theatre opens in Riverside Park with its 

Theatre Guild production of "Camelot". It is renamed Riverside 

Theatre in l 976. April 1973 

[Riverside Theatre, Oscar Sales] 
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A NDIP ,_o,sJoe ldlette, Jr. is elected to the Indian River County School Board after achieving H ONES'!'....:. C ONCERNED 
DEPENDAB~E - INFORMED 

- l)CPfltllNefO IN ■l'UNfSSM..t.N•ot¥rk't -his goal of school desegregation in Indian River County in 1969. Joe began his AND 
CAPAIU Of WORt<IHO IN t~E8ESTtNttRIIT 

Of ALL 1HfPEOPU Of IN0IAN ftlVIR C~fYfight for desegregation after his military service in Korea, returning to his 
~-ff' " • . - V0l'H()R - .....◄~ 

,..:,-:.~:?JOE f'\l.,:! 9,LETTEJR"!~•..__.hometown to a fresh realization of the unfair and unjust segregation long .-•>" u.~~. ,~1ou oo1 

~,1:r~-~·.:. ·~~ . 
existing here. The great grandson of slaves and a son of a Georgia sharecropper, ::i?i5::.. 1.' • ·~~, ,i :~E•i~:::: 

•::.·.~:;;.~:;.~;::.. { . ,, .. . ~ ~-~".,:··;;c.::::·:::.:·· 

ldlette overcame threats against himself and his family to move the civil rights :~I;{[t•;,~~:i¥ ·~i .fify1~:: _:'. 
.-.. ........ .,...,. 

.,., ....... 
,u .c.LL von:1n {OU « lt,-TS., U PUG~l«N~ !al ,movement forward in his community, serving as a elected school board member Ot l't !UJt.!ITSI 

, ....,1c1111>o" ..-~111~,,.,.. .. • • ; , ~ :io,t; "'' .,...,r.,,,,.. 
.,.,,..,1 ..,.I)~ l""'"" " "' 4(fJ >M11a·••·•..pwlio11 ,.,,, 1,. 1"1,)11► 
s•,:,.,,o ,.i ,.,11im Rl•'t• c:,.,.,,y, I 'A'ILL ltfiEP tll':' 'AtlKO " ' 
...,,1(0)' ,lffl ll!•..,.. • tll'"' o\> lfllll lo.-."'"._. <111,:11 fl> Pt: "'1,,n,. 

.,.,...,ro, .,,,.for twenty years. The ldlette family was honored as a Pioneer family in 2018; Joe, .. ,,.~ "" -1 
To v,i,,.. I .., .. C(I! tl~l>' '""""""'d.f 01011JO l'lrf''~... ,. 

,,.,, ,ni,.,, t a 1• ,.i~on ~..~ , . jljµ• i ...:i, -,......,.,. ti••t lli(I 
-11"1 P"t1'ol ..... ,,, . f),.'1lnM\0 1r,w·1..ry('IJ ;1,M l!M .......... 
...,11; ..t'.)I ,,.111 '""f n u ,;11 t«i(t.~lll ~bu t 11ot1011) ltl~ ~ •• I 
N"t~l•u rv, w, d!f~ l1t •••·r 1.U 1bllJt Jf>"tt . T.., 1:.11"his wife, Bernice, and their family remain active and influential members of the • 'tW<Wit- ,_..._. ••• 

local community. November 5, 1974 Uoe ldlette] 

The Spillway community living in the Booker T. Washington subdivision begins to slowly disappear 

after the city council adopts the Southern Standard Housing Code, imposing stricter housing codes 
sity- wide. The subdivision was originally platted in l 91 7 and included over time numerous homes, 

two churches, several grocery stores, an automobile garage and a liquor store. Black citrus grove 

workers had lived in the community for decades. October 1975 

[Sanborn Fire lnsu ranee Map] 

·· .Indian River Community College dedicates a 10 

classroom building on a 30- acre tract of land 

southwest of Vero Beach for a branch college 

campus. It is named The Mueller Center in 

honor of Benefactors James and Valeda Mueller. 

April 7, 1976 

[Indian River State College Library Archives] 
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Snow falls in Indian River County for the first time in recorded history. 

Flurries begin at 4am and by 6am law enforcement officials are warning 

drivers of icy conditions. WTTB radio staton receives over 500 calls to tell 

them "it was snowing" January 19, 1977 

[Vero Beach Press Journal January 19, 1977 p. 1] 

Patients are transferred from the "old hospital" on 25th Street to Indian 

River Memorial Hospital's new 216- bed facility on 36th Street. 

July 29, 1978 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 1551] 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 1550] 
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Cook-book 

t S°ECTIOHS 1$t 

Dnwelcome 
David Blows 
Into County 

NO 
FISHING 

FROM 
BRIDGE 

NO 
SWIM 

On Labor Day, Hurricane David rips through Indian River County with 

90 mile per hour winds, causing $5 million in damage. 

September 3, 1979 

[Vero Beach Press Journal September 5, 1979 p.1] 

Two years after the groundbreaking on October 20, 1977, the 17th 

Street Bridge is dedicated and opens to traffic. It is renamed the Alma 

Lee Loy Bridge on May 1 2, 201 2 at a ceremony held at the base of 

the bridge. 

December 1 9, 1979 

[Alma Lee Loy and Vero Beach Magazine] 
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1980 - 1989 

-Mayor Dorothy Cain Mayor Caroline Ginn Mayor Sandra L. Bowden Mayor Mary Beth McDonald Mayor Pi lar Turner Mayor Laura Moss 

Dorothy Cain is elected the first woman mayor of the City of Vero Beach, serving as mayor from November l 8, l 980 - December 

2, 1980 and from March 9, 1983 - March 13, 1984. In total, between 1919 and 2017, six women were elected mayor by their 

fellow councilmembers. Other women mayors who served the city, and their mayoral terms are: 

Caroline Ginn (March 9, 1994 - March 14, 1995); Sandra Bowden (March 16, 2000 - March 13, 2001 and March 12, 2003 -

March 9, 2004); Mary Beth McDonald (March 9, 2005 - March 19, 2006) ; Pilar Turner (November 14, 2011 - November 12, 2012); 

and Laura Moss (November 21 , 2016 - November 20, 2017) 
November 18, l 980 [City of Vero Beach] 

Vero Beach High School football team, nicknamed the "Lil Rascals", 

wins the 1 981 Class 4A Footbal I Florida State Championship. 

December l 8, 1981 [Arrowhead l 981] 

Voters approve a $4. 7 million bond to buy beachfront 

property. It enables Indian River County to buy four parcels, 

adding another half- mile of public beach located two miles 

south of Sebastian Inlet. November 2 , l 982 

[Pam Cooper] 
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1980 - 1989 
The Thanksgiving weekend storm brings pounding rains 

and 70 miles per hour winds, causing an estimated $3.4 

million in damages along the 1.5 stretch of beach 

including the Humiston Park and Conn Beach boardwalks. , 

Part of the Sexton Park parking lot caves into the sea 

and the Ocean Grill collapses as its floor gives way. 

November 23 - 24, 1984 [Indian River County Historical 
- Society- 01997, 02004, and 02008] 

The Florida Theatre, formerly known as Vero Theatre 

and later named the Theatre Plaza, closes as a movie 

theater after 61 years. The final movie shown is 

"Desperately Seeking Susan". June 20, 1985 

[BRA- 01 - 011 / Pam Cooper] 

After forming in 1958, the Vero Beach Theatre Guild leaves Riverside Theatre and moves 

to its new location at 2020 San Juan Avenue, formerly the Central Assembly of God 

Church building. The first show opens December 5, 1985, with a romantic comedy called 

"John Loves Mary". June 1985 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 4429- 003] 
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1980 - 1989 

~!'!~ 
I 

After six years of preparation, work, and a successful capital campaign for the new 

center for the Arts building in Riverside Park, The Alliance for the Arts and the Vero 

Beach Art Club hold the grand opening of 

the $2 million Center for the Arts . In June 

2002, The Center for the Arts is re- named 

the Vero Beach Museum of Art. 

February 1, 1986 

[Courtesy of the Vero Beach Museum of Art · 

2002 & 2016 Buildings and aerial view] 

· ·i Officials dedicate the restored Florida East Coast Railway Station after moving the 

, . building to City property located at 2336 14th Avenue, the first site selected for 

the station sixty years earlier. 

The Indian River County 

Historical Society bought the 

railway station for $1 .00 

'1987 

{Indian River County Historical 

Society- 03528- 001) 

[Pam Cooper] 

. ' . .....~~- · 
(ir;, tG,_'I- ' - , "; i; , ~~ ,,....,.-~.;;••• , 
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1980 - 1989 

Prince Charles plays at Windsor Polo and 

Beach Club. More than 4,000 spectators cheer 

him on while raising funds for the Friends of 

Conservation, a charity aiding the African 

wildlife. $25,000 is also raised for the 

Environmental Learning Center. 

February 1 8, 1989 

[Gail Daman, BG Polo and Equestrian] 

The Christmas Day freeze occurs as temperatures plunge into the mid- twenties. 

The effects of the freeze on the local citrus industry are felt into the 1990's . 

December 2 5, 1989 

[Daily Mail UK] 
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1990 - 1999 

The new $4.8 million Indian River Main Library opens at 1600 21st Street, just 

west of the Vero Beach Woman's Club Building, site of the first library. 

February 4, 1991 

[Pam Cooper] 

Members of Vero Heritage, Inc. organize an open house and fish fry fundraiser at 

the Heritage Center. A group led by Millie 

Bunnell fought successfully to save and 

restore the old Community Center/ Physical 

Arts Center, now known as the Heritage 

Center, located in Pocahontas Park. July 1992 

[Bruce Smith Family Collection- 00095] 

[Pam Cooper] 

•--~~,.f.. 

The first courthouse opened in 1937 with PWA Funds. Construction begins on 

the $21 million courthouse and parking garage complex, with dedication 

scheduled for October 1 5, 1994 and with the opening scheduled for November 

28, 1994. 

November 1992 

[Pam Cooper] 
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1990 - 1999 
Iii.'~ The $5.3 million State Road 60 Twin Pairs project is finished, with 20th Street now a one- way11 road going west and 19th Place a one- way road going east. 

1993 

[Phillip J. Matson Indian River County MPO] 

Walt Disney Company officials announce that Disney will build Disney's Vero Beach Resort in 

Wabasso on 71 acres at State Road A1A and County Road 51 0. The Resort is completed in 

!iii . fall of 1995 with Disney holding a two- day "Open Mouse" to introduce the facility to the 

community. March 30, l 993 

[Disney's Vero Beach Resort] 

The Indian River County Board of County Commissions awards a $1. 76 million contract to 

American Coastal Engineering to install a Prefabricated Erosion Prevention Reef (PEP Reef). 
·---~~ The 3,000 foot- long concrete PEP Reef is installed on August 16, l 996, placed between 

- - .-...;; -
- - - - ....J'"'."llr-r'":-,::::;: _--_ _ . . __ -.. ~ Humiston Park and the Village Spires. September 21 , 1993 

~- .;;'!ii'- -~ -::;-~=="" - ~- ~--=-~?.' \;;:y~~- -
c,~~c:.~· ~::s~-:..~~k<';t-~~~~£r~~ [Pam Cooper] 

. -~ ---~ ----~ ~~ ~--~~....... -- - .·' :---- -~-~~~_?::~:-~ :~~:~~~~~~~t:t~ 
-~ 

"-
- ~ ·•.:: ;:· --:... ...::.~.-> 

..., - l~~-

The City of Vero Beach begins is six- month- long DiamondJubilee celebration of the 75th year anniversary of its 

1incorporation. The initial four- hour celebration is held in Pocahontas Park with a ceremony, birthday cake, food 

vendors selling food at 1919 prices, music and dance entertainment, pioneer settlers providing first hand 

anecdotes in the Heritage Center, and a historic video. The celebration continues with special events held on 

the fourth of July, and during the Labor Day, Veterans Day, and Christmas Parade. June 10, 1994 

[Indian River County Historical Society- 03648] 

30 



ir~ H,sro vi· . ~~ .~ lfll> League of Gifford and commun1ty- w1de effort to increase academic achievement to ass1st In student 

graduation for at- risk students living in the Gifford, 

Sebastian, Vero Beach, and Wabasso areas of Indian 

River County. The GYAC also provides programs and 

activities for adults and senior citizens. They continue 

to expand, incorporating classrooms, computer labs, a 

library operated by the County, an in- door gym, 

playground, and lies adjacent to Gifford Park, The 

Community Center and Gifford Aquatic Pool. 

February 15, 1998 [Gifford Youth Achievement Center/ VBPJ Feb 11, 1998/ Lou Misselhorn, Floriday Today] 

- - - --- - - - - - City of Vero Beach officials report that they are Y2K ready as at the stroke of midnight 

• 

,'i1.~~-:::..-.~C-:::j_7
'*-......<::::7:":~ . ' . _...,., 

Replacing the old draw bridge, the Merrill Barber Bridge opens 

as a new four lane high rise concrete bridge, built at a cost 

of $24.5 million. February 18, 1995 

[Pam Cooper / Scullybob / https : / / en.wikipedia.org / wiki / ] 

Oriinin:g set for y9uth ~iot~r Gifford Yout_h Achievement Cen_ter ("~YAC") open~ as an educatio~ / recr~ation facility in_ a ~rogressive Civic 

City power plant officials: 'We are Y2K ready' December 31, 1999 turns to January l, 2000. Citizens are urged to be Y2K ready. Y2K 

refers to the millennium computer bug involving the formatting and storage of calendar 

data for dates beginning in the year 2000. 

December 30, l 999 

[Vero Beach Press Journal Dec 3, 1999] 
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2000 - 201 9 

City of Vero Beach and Indian River County officials agree to terms of a public buyout 

and leaseback of Dodgertown to persuade the Dodgers to stay in Vero Beach instead 

of moving its spring training operations to Arizona. 

August 29, 2001 

[Historic Dodgertown] 

. ;;:,v;.~~U:.k;~"Mtl .. ·;~,;.,swt1.k(l\i0 1~ 

' ~; :p«2,jJ1:3Joumal _I~ The day after the September 11th terrorist bombing of the twin towers in New York City, FBI agents come 

' "" '""":" to Vero Beach looking for a former flight student suspected of taking part in the plot. 
FBI TRAIL LEADS September 12, 2001 

TO VERO BEACH [Vero Beach Press Journal September 13, 2001 p. l] 
► 1,(1('3,J ~f:m:h~s l>1!lit>1.•1.•d lillkl'-:l lu jmC!il~;l.\JUU o/ lm-.>r~ :11.1..1.ek,: 

The 100th anniversary of the creation of Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge, the first federal wildlife 

refuge in the United States, set aside by President Theodore Roosevelt, is celebrated. The Secretary of the 

Interior, Gail Norton, leads the commemoration of the milestone in Sebastian, Florida with a series of 

events from March 1 3 through March 16, 2003. 

March 14, 2003 

[Pam Cooper] 
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2000 - 201 9 
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Twin hurricanes Frances, a category 4 hurricane, and Jeanne, a Category 3 hurricane, hit near 

Stuart, Florida just three weeks and two miles apart. The caused massive destruction, weeks of 

power outages, and months of construction during a very active 2004 Atlantic hurricane season . 

September 5, 2004 & September 25, 2004 

[Peggy Lyon] 

Hurrican Wilma makes landfall in southwest, Florida, then travels quickly between 25 and 30 

miles per hour across the state as a Category 3 hurricane, exiting near Jupiter. 

October 24, 2005 

[Tyler Treadway TCPalm] 

Los Angeles Dodgers play their last spring training game at Holman Stadium as the Dodgers 

lose to the Houston Astros. After 60 years in Vero -~ .··"' .-<:~~~~:~::~~:=.-··< . .... \Beach, the team moves to Arizona. In May of 2009, 
....<:,.------:--:;::..-· --

Minor League Baseball (MiLB) agrees to operate the WORLD CHAMPION 
~.r ~ 

~ Id Ch~mpionshiP, _,,.,srwors,1111....... d here' 
,cans& st;trte • 

Dodgertown site as "Vero Beach Sports Village", 

reopening year- round with teams, tournaments 

1955 1959 1963100519B1 1988 
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I I ,.,,...~ 
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'<\"1$ 

9"'_- , rm• . ,;> ,,.....,.,,..,. 

., ;,.>:'-;.th 
~~ 

_ 
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and sports education. March 17, 2008 

[Historic Dodgertown] 
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2000 - 2019 

Solen!lsts HaveDiscoveredThal 
Men lived There 125,000 

Years Ago 

, Cbica20. Dec. 23.-llum;m being!'!. ;n. 
habited N~th. A.rnnita on~ h aridl'c-d 
nnd tT1ent.y.five tht>1faand 1~r~ns.~, 
m::"otdilte; to tLe • /ipding3 af J:I....JJ., 
~l~~. ltJorida stnte g eoloniat anJ 
~~liY~t p. ) fgy, m1\de publi~, to. 
tJ_;,.Y,. 3~ ~ reault of the sfo,Jy-Or foa
~11 rcmams d(sc-overed At Vero, .Flod
cJn• .soma months ago. 

lt 1$ ~hl th:it hutnUn bonet wcro 
:faUQd lntermlr.gfod 1'Fith th~e 1'f the 
mastodot,. ,:i.-.i1>et toothed tiger :ind (t::b
or e:rtintt oriimn!s. 

j 

~~..~,:::: 

¼ 

, 

fUT!JIIE)Mmil·i : ·JJJt IIWi .m H;<N:, Cou;:19' 
• t•·, ,.I.U~,o·, ,~,,,.., : , i>lh!(,:.01...~.•" • 1.IJ,,.,,~ M.irl~ P,~ ,1d11,'llrl1t 

·,-::,:,.•,r. u:r~ " ir1rr,., :t•:..·:<t :~111:a ikr: /;J,,,,,~r ,',.,.v,u,,,·,,,..,.,,'••,, ,.,.,;
• l ll 'l)O(IV.flt>•.~p.l1ISl'fSO" llotll«1W ,ho,tm,.,..,., :-s..•..ro pl('M"''..,..•,..,M.n,111 .- l t ~~•.."-•ntl l,,,, ~.•~:~;~:.~:t~-· SMf •, • '><h,n 1< 

Commemoration 
11, i, lirt.:n•-tllf 
J,... ,l)~.hil:P:n. Week on the Loss 
~ltl llm ·e,.r/~ • 
••~.,.,1,1,·1.'I•,. l , of the 1715 Fleet 
.•,,,,,• •• :)'..ht...... , ' ·'"'· •••.,,(I>" . ,.-.,1..-. 
...,g,«...:.Ci1t11i-, ,~.,.,;t.,ii;.1a, t,.:,, ••, . July 27-31, 2015 
.,~~ '/I: tt~••J.' lKJl'. H n li:«l-x~,. 1.01 (Cln l:•Wctk:1111'(16,.._.2. lOJS! 

·.,1...,1 ....... ..,-.1. ,...11..,•i,.? ;,►.,,-"' 

( / ll'f>l,! •l.'ite~: •: : •t,el:{II: ~ •11\r.!(ON' ·,.,..~·...,.,,... ....,;,i.,..........., 1 ,..,... , • .,. 

111<11:tp,:,; «ii •:,10,o.J;J:N:·111 [l:11 ll<I ¥ d 
<1(1~lt,c,1: )t.>.'t:t t )il,d iYAn , m!rt•~ •qj 
· ••.:-: ... , , ...,... 1..,...,. ,,....,111 ..,,......,; . 
11:J t!I.~: . 111'>•,_•... .., ,1~n.,,h~,...,1,., 

:oi~111·1:«d.- hf\ "1014 
( o:-1~•·(1t :11:.11ieo-1.$!t~ , 

r.l'-~f . >M:<fll •o H\l' ,"!:fl.; .. t.t ..u 
Jl•<l'n·-.·,•.,v, <d,•.,.,.: .,i.,,.,n:~ EVENTS 
9lO>J.P;fSB'r,J,1.:f, 1.i,;;--1:..;r::, 11"-'mUt>n:
it:••.,•:,) .,•:;- ••\ t\ .•f"1,T.w;,-.) •••;\ , .,.;, .., .....,, ,.,;;,., ,....y.:,, 
:.;r~-.;;,;; 11,o;i.,...,1.:. tia j,;..t. ~l,, ~ho,.. m ~;:, 511;~....; 
m:~·,1;:,, 

-, ••_,,.., 1 h•,, •....,.,. .,. .,.,.•~•~.,., 
... ,............. , ~· ;••··•·,1•:.:.E!C£ 

l 00 1,:;,;1,1 C.j:il , BonnleSclu.,b,rt 
7btOO(dPd"«r'l~Jtflf l Jl5fffft 
1r :;~1,;ir..:1ts·(f 
J, b-<Otlr'..:l)l)• M'l !(I 
h ..,1u,,.,~,,, y , >·11 
• ·:t11·c·: )< t.~ '-"l~ 
1:::.$:1~,nl' :~•leo!-1 
,.r,....,....r..,1. 
8:«1•ttil' •t(ll ~ Joi!.):. 

:i.: rJr, •~ i ~:t~ , ffs-el~. mc:r. ~ tn~/1~ 
l.,\ (:o:• ·:"".:\•liW>. ~" .,..,4,0:,,.,.,, •.,. •'" 
U:lfl,;h'tlltrh ,11: :~J.Hl.-:t o , : :..; 1-,.-cs 
I r r <111 tl• """'" ·" ll :t-.•:l r,.,,- ,ril'..", 
f :.m. (1:,.,00 ,,,l•)."ln11:> h; ••,.,,... . , !· " 
~o df\~krn ~ !l ot l~U 'I::<. 

, ··111'·.1- •::m T.1• C;ipt. Johll ir.w1do11 
li1tt11wyo/J.Jtrn,,im• ShJpvJNdrsoff 

~.) ;t l'i,..., :,,, i-:-, ,,:1 ~j~ tr:t~ 1rl'.II~ · ~n,rt 

~~:::.';~'!;:'..::;:::· • 
»t1!•~r·Msh1N>:ll!'°' 
111~,yul 01,·1!:◄i~ 

.,.,. ,.,.,.,.,,.., ~·Jfulw. 
(~:t l'nM :n i p,:l!:11:r J 
••,..,, ,. ,,..;... ..'ll·,-. :..•.... 
f~ );,; ,;$,h~,.•u~~•II - ."> 

l.t!'•t1•~(1'\'11:,::~l li. !IISbc'!J' ~·~fl.! 
,,.,1;,...i.v,.•11 "'" ,..,, •• ·,.,.,,,.. , ..,, 
8 uJ:111'1~:::.t)l;c'{/;l:JM lolU,, 1; 
dxo-.~·t·n .:« I~ ~•flt li;lh,:n 

M:Y.:al- .'Uf'tc U JJ1Ji.'J 
I.Wl:1tt t : •·1t•~,. · t: (l~;f)r:: llm~:u: 
11-.11,.,..•. n,.11,...,, •.,..............vc"° 
11 ...,1,.-.nu .1, ~" .,,.,1!11.... ,, ,1, 1•• 

Old Vero Ice Age Sites Committee (OVIASC) registers with the Florida Division of 

Corporations to form an organization comprised of a group of local citizens dedicated to 

the excavation, preservation, and education of the Old Vero Site originally excavated in 19 l 5 

when Ice Age animal and human bones were unearthed in apparent association. 

July 20, 2010 

[Vero Zimmerman] [Miami Herald Dec 24, 191 6 p. l] 

Framer Dodger President Peter 0 1Malley forms a partnership to manage Vero Beach Sports 

Village through a lease with Indian River County and in August 2013 signs a licensing 

agreement in cooperation with the Dodgers and Major League Baseball, announcing that 

the former spring training home of the Dodgers will be known as "Historic Dodgertown- Vero 

Beach, Florida".. On April 15, 2015, Holman Stadium hosts the inaugural Jackie Robinson 

Celebration Game to benefit the United Way of Indian River County. January 1, 2012 

[Historic Dodgertown] 

1 ·1_7 ·1 5 S 1::>anish Fleet Cargo IThe 300th anniversary of the sinking of eleven Spanish 
.. Ill ii& e. st.. Bl 

treasure ships in a storm on July 30, 171 5 is celebrated GJl~:'f~-t~~;l~f~ ~j::iii~ Yi-?""- trts;::'. ""3ti- ~",,;:-

and a time capsule commemorating the event is buried. f ,, -1 = ~ TTf ilti ...:.. 
......1.... ........ o;;:-.::..~--:•;!<_;'.':;, ~·:::;:'"'·" .....- ... -:; ~':,~'.:.t.~ · -

July 30, 201 5 
r.;1t;>'--~ II ~ 9J!' •K

- --·,......,.{Pam Cooper] ..{' . ····,........::~~..~~.~·'....- :~.~~=-~:~~~ ~.. ~?:~·~~ ~~~:~\~Tt; C:~;~~:¥:~· ......... ~:-··•.....~.... 
::::·. ' '~-,;· ....... .:....,.,... ·.~ 

~...........,_........._.,,..,~: . .....•.~-...... 
~-:·' ''""'"'-••"· 

..................................... .•,.,.... ......... ....................,................. .,......,........~ ...,,....,~...., '"" ............ . .. ..... ...-...,..,,.. 
.... ....... ~.:;:.:::::::·!::!:::.......... .. ..... .. _ , ,., ..., d ,,.,,, ,.,. ,.,,,....,.,...,...,,......,........,,,_.,_.,..,...,.... .,.....,.. ,.....-.... -..,..,. 
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2000 - 2 01 9 

The Florida Public Service Commission approves Florida Power & Light's 

acquistion of the Vero Beach municipal electric system. The anticipated closing 

'N.EOHESl>(l'I, JUN£&, "20 18 I fCPALM.COM date for the sale is October l, 2018 

State approves FPl1s Vero Beach plans June 5, 2018 
Public Service Comm;ssion OKs deal 

1 
after rejecting 

.. • • _ _

&iaff recommending huge pwcha.se-pnce drop 
Jffl'll\Jl'ftff ?ooJ.sklll' pnlfJ()!);jl oouJd ha\-e~t-
"""·•$,...~u«!b-,u, tied tbe oontentioos c»!II. 

With the tlkc0\'t1 in Uic WOO,:$ for 
S'Ult~ ullliJpt',!lul:ltl)lS - omridinga mote U!M ~ decll,de, th~ f.lorlds Pu"Nic 

n-oomme,nda.don from their stair - oA Set'\1cecommissionappw.'00FJ>L'spur• 
Tul'S'day appl"IY,'00 floridii PoWi:tr & dia:ce wirbou,t attE'p(ing a downward 
Light's ocqui!litior,i of tbu Vcw B-tAch "adjustment"recommendedb)•t.taft' tJiat 
clrctric-utillry. \)'(luld h-,w!lhlr';\'d nbout490'millionq0' 

ibe Sl~1t1illic."'. u.c~uiiua~. . ,owanttiwt ('q.mty ~fficlals. Mw~••· 
Public Sct,.1c..'(; Coro1Jl1<.."l()')l:1 G;µy er,....•amedtbat\hoprop~wou.1.d\e(lp- [Indian River Press Journal June 6, 20 l 8 p. l]Cla!k,ill-.,itoapJl'O'.tbodrol,,;ud rudm,U"' de•l. 

lbCSlt\lcture wo1ked OIJl between t'Pl. count)' Commi~'$WU C'r.a\m'l.'\l\ ~~i:, 

andtheklealoommunitici;•willbavcn<1 O'Ucyan ~ed \he \')«ISpect of a S'1T· 
<¥hW-$(! U}l));)ci.m ~!rt1ng f'PL cll!ltom- cl'l31ge, whichcou!,d ha\'l! \ns\\.-d10 toio 
m.• y-ea:rs, '"a.prison tmn· fot mkpa~~-

'The staff proposal wu.s dt!K'ribod as Theapptoval.came '"ilh \bl.: sla\,;: or.. 
bl!tttt tdlming_lbc \ulueof0-.(1 c,cisting Geeaf Public Cloun"Stl. wb.icltttp11.vsi:n\ii 
ti)~t('ll.l rutd. ifa))J)t'(M'(l; w<1uld haw 11.'- con':>um-ets \nutility l11sues, ;umouncini 
quiro(huu.rchatt(l<ml.ho35-.l23oxisting 
\'cro Bcacl1cuslomt'ts. s~ EUt'tfl,lC., Pago"'\lA. 

The City of Vero Beach celebrates its centennial anniversary of it incorporation, June l 0, l 91 9. 

October 2018 - October 2019 

[City of Vero Beach / Seal by Hans Saltzwedel (1983} 

Some of the photos in this slideshow will also be placed in the Gallery Photos on the "Media" page of this website . 
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