
 
 

    
    

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

       
     

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
       

  
   
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  
 

VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 – 10:00 a.m. 
City Hall, Council Chambers, Vero Beach, Florida 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) June 3, 2020 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

A) Request to use Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary by the Alzheimer & 
Parkinson Association - Mrs. Peggy Cunningham and Mrs. Judith Lemoncelli 

B) Donation to Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary from Mr. & Mrs. Philip 
Canal 

C) Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Bridge Repairs Approved by the City 
Council 

D) Recap of Memorial Vigil for Mr. Frank Strahorn 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A) Proposed Plaque for the Korean War Veterans Monument – Mr. Joe Gomez, 
Korean War Veterans Association 

B) Update on the Sea Wall Repair Project 
C) Further Discussion on a World War I Monument 

7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 

8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 

9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A)   August 5, 2020 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

This is a Public Meeting.  Should any interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the 
Committee with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a 
record of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based.  Anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting may 
contact the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting. 



VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020-10:00 a.m. 
City Hall, Council Chambers, Vero Beach, Florida 

PRESENT: Chairman, John Michael Matthews, Vice Chairman, Joel Herman; Members: Barbara 
Fallon, Don Wickstrand, Alternate Member #1, Sylvester McIntosh, and Alternate Member #2, 
Peggy Lyon Also Present: City Attorney, John Turner; Assistant Public Works Director, Don 
Dexter; and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

Excused Absence: Curtis Paulisin 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Matthews called today's meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) May 6, 2020 

Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes ofthe March 4, 2020 Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting. Ms. Fallon seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

A) Flag Day/ Army's Birthday- June 14, 2020 

Mr. Matthews explained that the small flag has been flying on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary 
due to the high winds. He said that Flag Day and the Army's Birthday is on June 14, 2020, so he 
hopes that the large holiday flag will be up for that date. 

B) July 4th 

Mr. Matthews announced that Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary is normally closed on July 4th, 

because that is where they set off the fireworks. 

Mrs. Tammy Bursick, City Clerk, stated that they might have read the article about July 4th in the 
newspaper today. They do not want to say they are cancelling the fireworks, but they want to say 
they are postponing the event. Last year was the City's Centennial celebration and they had well 



over 10,000 people at the event. Normally there are about 7,000 people and that is a huge crowd. 
With the virus that we are still going through, the City Council decided to postpone it and combine 
it with their third annual beachside bonfire, which will be the first or second weekend in November. 

Mr. Matthews thanked Mrs. Bursick for the update. They will encourage people to stay home, 
have a backyard barbeque, and stay safe. 

Mr. Matthews announced that June 6th is D-Day, a day to remember all those from World War II 
(WWII) and the battles they fought to save the world. He said that he visited Normandy and 
Omaha Beach last year and was able to go inside some of the bunkers. Those soldiers had to be 
brave to storm onto the beaches. There are not that many WWII Veterans left, but they deserve 
our respect and admiration. 

Mr. Matthews stated that there is some work being done to the bridge leading to Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary, so it might not be available for a while. 

Mr. Don Dexter, Assistant Public Works Director, explained that there is a project to raise the 
riprap sea walls that run along the causeway on both sides of the bridge that leads to the Island. 
They are hoping to start that work this week if the weather cooperates. The pedestrian access to 
the bridge will be closed for the most part when they have equipment and people working there. 
He explained that they will be lifting up the seawalls about three (3) feet and filling the area in 
with soil to create a flatter area for easier maintenance. The Ligustrum Trees that line the area will 
be left as they are and they will be installing more than 2,000, 80-pound bags of riprap material to 
create the wall. If there are any hurricanes or storms that create high water this should eliminate 
the erosion as they have experienced in the past. He explained that previously on the west side of 
the Island they created a stone revetment wall with filter cloth and soil to protect that portion of 
the Island. 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A) Proposal of an Additional Plaque on the Korean War Veterans Monument-
Mr. Joe Gomez, Korean War Veterans Association 

Mr. Matthews explained that they invited Mr. Joe Gomez, President of the Korean War Veterans, 
to today's meeting to discuss his request. He said that the Korean War monument is somewhat 
plain, so the Korean War Veterans Association of Indian River County originally asked about 
adding the names of their members to the front of the monument. He said the City's Resolution 
for the Island allows the name of the Organization that sponsored the monument to be on the 
monument, but not individual names. 

Mr. Joe Gomez, Commander of Korean War Veterans Association oflndian River County, stated 
that the reason they wanted to list the names of their 62 members was because once they are gone 
that is the end of the organization. The second proposal he presented today is for a smaller 12 inch 
by 22 inch plaque that would read, "Korean War Veterans Association of Indian River County, 
Chapter 318, Freedom is not Free" (attached to the original minutes). With that on there, at least 
Chapter 318 will be recognized, so he is asking permission to add the plaque. He explained that 
the Korean War Veterans, Chapter 318 had 62 members, 24 members are active, 18 are inactive, 
and 20 are deceased. He explained that the Korean War started on June 25, 1950, so this year will 



be the 70th Anniversary of the start of the war and it is still not over. He said that more than two 
(2) million Americans have served in the War since 1953. He continued by explaining how 
Chapter 318 was started and now they want something to remember the members by. 

Mr. Mathews said that only Veteran organizations sponsoring a monument can be recognized as 
part of the monument and since Chapter 318 sponsored the monument, it appears it would be an 
authorized use of the monument. He asked if the Korean War Veterans Association would be 
paying for the plaque. 

Mr. Gomez replied yes. The Korean War Veterans will pay for the plaques and the installation. 
He asked if they have any suggestions on where to have it made. 

Mr. Matthews replied that the City can guide and assist him on where to order the plaque. He 
asked when would they like the dedication to take place if it is approved. 

Mr. Gomez explained that he designed a basic plaque, because he thought that it might be turned 
down. Ifhe can add more to it then he will give it some thought. He said he would like to have it 
done and ready for a dedication on Armistice Day on July 27, 2020 if that would be possible. 

Mr. Matthews said they are only an Advisory Committee to the City Council, so they would make 
the final decision. He stated that having it ready for July 27th is kind of a short time frame to have 
it ready. 

Mr. Gomez replied that the dedication can be done anytime, but just having it approved and done 
is the main objective. 

Mr. Matthews stated that it would be a bronze plaque to match the one (1) on the top of the 
monument. 

Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the concept of adding a plaque to the front of the 
Korean War monument by the Korean War Veterans Association of Indian River County. 
Ms. Fallon seconded the motion. 

Mr. Herman asked if there is anything else they would like to add to the plaque. If they add more 
to it, the plaque might be 16 to 18 inches in height. There is plenty of room on the front of the 
monument for a larger plaque. 

Mr. Wickstrand said he noticed that there are no dates listed for the Korean War on his diagram. 

Mr. Gomez replied that he could add the dates. 

Mr. Matthews stated that they can approve the concept of adding a plaque to the front providing 
that the Korean War Veterans come back with more details on the design at a later date. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gomez stated that he was a soldier in the 7th Infantry Division and served from 1951 - 1953. 
He spent most ofhis time in North Korea. 

a 



Mr. Matthews thanked him for his service. 

B) The Gold Star Grove Marker Dedication for PVT Joseph Canalichio - Mr. 
Philip Canal 

Mr. Philip Canal, Vero Beach resident, stated that he is the nephew of Mr. Joseph Canalichio 
whose plaque is the newest addition to the Gold Star Grove. He thanked everyone who helped 
make the Gold Star Grove marker and dedication possible. He said the Gold Star Mothers, 
especially Mrs. Michelle Dale, the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee, 
Mayor Tony Young, and the Vero Beach City Council were incredibly helpful. He explained that 
his uncle Joseph Canalichio was a young man of 21 years and was the son of a grocer. He had six 
(6) brothers and one (1) sister and they lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. At the time of the war 
four (4) of the brothers were able to serve in the military. Two (2) went into the Navy, and one 
(1) got a deferment because he was already a supervisor in the Navy yard building ships. His 
uncle, who was the youngest of the four ( 4 ), enlisted in the Army and he was shipped to New 
Orleans for training. Following training, he was assigned to a convoy to fight in Europe. In the 
early morning hours on March 13, 1945 an aircraft carrier ship lost its steering and veered into the 
paths of the small troop ship that his uncle was on. It cut a very large hole in the side where 34 of 
the 1,900 infantry were berthed. Unfortunately, 68 people including his uncles lost their lives and 
his body was swept out to sea. The ship was saved by the Merchant Marines and it finished the 
trip. The remaining troops were dropped off and were eventually ferried to France. He said this 
plaque is the only recognition his uncle has in the Country, so he and his family thank everyone 
for the memorial. Mr. Canal continued by giving a brief account on the military history of his 
father. Mr. Canal stated that he spent two (2) years with the Marine Corps. then he put in the rest 
of his 30 years with the Federal Aviation Administration. He continues that dedication to public 
service as a member of the Vero Beach Federal Aviation Administration Safety Team. 

Mr. Matthews thanked him for sharing his story and that is part of why they have Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary. He said he believes there are 11 Veterans with cenotaph markers on 
the Island that are listed as lost at sea. 

Mr. Tony Young, Mayor, stated that whenever they have a dedication he tries to look at the rest of 
the Veterans who are on the Island, because their stories and accounts are incredible. He stated 
that there are almost 90 individuals recognized on the Island with cenotaph markers or markers on 
the Gold Star Grove trees. Out of those 90 men, 11 of them were never recovered. He continued 
by giving accounts of some of the other Veterans who were lost at sea. 

Mr. Herman asked Mayor Young if all the information and history on the Veterans from Indian 
River County that are recognized on the Island is in a book form. 

Mayor Young replied that when he retires from public service that is one (1) of his first priorities. 
Hopefully, the accounts of these individuals will be published in books in the Public Library. The 
families of these Veterans are disbursed throughout the United States so it is hard to get those 
accounts. He stated that he is still looking for the stories on two (2) men recognized on the Island 
and they are Fred Coleman and Robert Coleman. If anyone has information on any ofthe Veterans 
recognized on the Island, please contact the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory 
Committee, or the City Council. He would like to have the complete background on all of them. 



Mr. Canal asked Mayor Young if the presentation he had written up for the dedication of the 
marker for Mr. Canalichio is part of a public record. 

Mayor Young replied those were just his notes, but perhaps someday he can work with the 
Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee to make those individuals come to life. 

C) Further Discussion on a World War I Monument 

Mr. Matthews said he wanted to continue their discussion about a World War I (WWI) monument 
to be placed on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. There is not a WWI Veterans organization, 
but the person who had the vision to create the Island, Mr. Alex Mac William, was a WWI Veteran. 
There are other families in the community with fathers or grandfathers who were WWI heroes who 
would also like to see this happen. He wants to keep this on their agenda for discussion and involve 
the families of these Veterans. He believes there would be several organizations that would like 
to donate to it. They discussed using the cement slab where the sundial use to be located, so that 
might be an appropriate location. 

D) Memorial Day Recap 

This item was discussed before item 6-B). 

Mr. Matthews explained that to avoid a large gathering anywhere, the Sheriffs Department and 
the Vero Beach Police Department helped them escort a small group to Young Park to make a 
video of a downsized Memorial Day ceremony. A firetruck flew a large flag from its ladder, Mr. 
Michael Hyde played the bagpipes, and they had the traditional sights and sounds of a normal 
ceremony, which was televised on Memorial Day. It was an appropriate ceremony. He said part 
of the original plans for Memorial Day was to dedicate a new plaque in the Gold Star Grove on 
Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

7. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS 

Mr. Matthews announced that June is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder recognition month. He 
believes there are quite a few Veterans in the community who suffer from this in some form. 

Mr. Matthews reported that he went to Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary where they recognized 
22 Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (JROTC) cadets from Sebastian and Vero Beach who 
have joined the military. Dr. David Moore, Indian River County School Board Superintendent, 
and the leaders of the Navy JROTC and the Air Force JROTC were there to read the names of the 
cadets aloud. The event was recorded and afterwards they added a photo of each of the cadets. 
Due to the Coronavirus, they only allowed 10 people to be at the event. We are very proud of 
them for choosing to serve our Country. 

A) Mr. Bob Greco's Certificate of Appreciation 

Mr. Matthews announced that he and Mayor Young presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Mr. 
Bob Greco for all his years of service to the City. The certificate was from the Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee and he and Mayor Young signed it. 



8. MEMBER'S MATTERS 

Ms. Fallon said until they can all gather on the Island again they should think about a way to 
recognize Ms. Alma Lee Loy. She thought that maybe they could do something on Veterans Day. 

Mr. Matthews announced that there is WWII Veteran who is turning 100 years old and they are 
planning a drive by celebration. He lives in Vista Gardens and they will be driving by the 
clubhouse where they are having a small celebration. If anyone wants to join the parade, they are 
meeting at McKee Botanical Gardens at 2:00 p.m. on June 5, 2020. 

Ms. Fallon announced that they are tentatively scheduling the Vietnam Veterans Golf Tournament 
for August 1, 2020. 

9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A) July 1, 2020 

The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled 
for July 1, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

Today's meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 

/rh 



To C.M. Called App. To Guards Notified Paid Special Notes 

City of Vero Beach Recreation Department 
226614th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960 

(772) 567-2144, fax (772) 778-6515 

REQUEST FOR THE USE OF 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 

The undersigned, on his/her own behalf or as authorized agent of /r L1. ft£ I111 £R,• -f 

hereinafter "Applicant," respectfully requests the use of Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

U ~D&D . ~J:; 
Date of Event: S/1"f NOV Type ofEvent W/JrL-k J O ~€mcrn BER14 6 

Total Time Requested: q kJV\ - )D fl- flt\ (from set-up/event to clean-up/departure) 

Estimated Number of people to attend: _1__,__0_0____ 

Electric Needed: Yes or ~(Please circle) 

1. Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary has been designated as a park for the quiet contemplation 
of those who have given their lives in the service of this country. Any use of this park should 
observe solemnity of this special area. Weddings, receptions, running, ball playing, horseplay, 
or other inappropriate activity will not be allowed. 

2. If preparation time is required for the event, this time should be included with the overall request 
for the use of this facility to avoid any schedule conflicts. 

3. Parking for the applicant and his/her quests is allowed only in designated areas, parking in grass 
areas in not permitted. Vehicles are not permitted on Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

4. The applicant shall be responsible for the complete cleanup of the area after the event. This 
cleanup will include all foreign matter that has been transported to this area by the applicant, its 
guests, or other spectators. 

5. There will be no digging, underground installations, tents, or temporary building installations, or 
pruning of foliage without prior specific permission of the City Manager or his designee. This 
autho1ization must be obtained in wiiting in advance of any action of the above on the part of the 
applicant. All applicants with authorization who plan to do this type of activity must confirm the 
location of any underground facilities/ utilities by contacting the following agencies. 

a. Southern Bell (1-800-432-4700) 
b. Water & Sewer (978-5220) 

6. If the applicant plans to decorate, all decorations must be removed on the same day. 

7. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed on this property at any time. 

8. No loud music or other objectionable noise or amplification is permitted in this area. 

Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and Information.doc Revised: 08/03/i 1 



------

------

9. This application should be submitted to the Recreation Department 45 days prior to the event. 

10. Special Requests: 

The undersigned certifies that he/she has read and understands the foregoing. Further, the 
undersigned certifies that he/she is authorized to obligate the organization or group he/she 
:represents in making this request and ensuring compliance with these rules. 

--------~.,,......___ /....,Signed: , , '-.=~~L;..,, c_ 
( ( 

Print: '1rl A&Gi AtZ.tZf C u N NIN(5 HA IV\ 
Name of Organization: AL.. L H- tr IWl & -r (j)A- R r-1 N o NA- S: SIJ, OF- 1:R. C... 

Address: bl30D {-n.. P,~NIJ.t:. S/[£. J('Q Zip: ?2Cfb01 

Telephone#: rJ~'.l-- b?, · 0 SO { E-mail: p'd fl )1 C <e "'- 1-z.. f "'-"-1<- orj-
Website: \;u WW, Q / 2.. f e< f'--1-< • o r,d :JZ, dy L ()I.JJh:..f<V K. 0 nJ_..-
APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDATION BY: 

THE VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: 

DATE: ______ 
(Signature) 

THE VETERAN'S COUNCIL OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: 

DATE: 
(Signature) 

THE VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 

DATE: ______ 
(Signature) 

APPROVAL BY THE CITY MANAGER: 

DATE: 
(Signature) 

Ifyou encounter any problems during your use ofthis location, 
please call the Supervisor on Duty at 538-1397, or 
the Vero Beach Police Department non-emergency 

Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and lnformalion.doc Revised: 08/03111 



2020 JUN 15 

June 10, 2020 

Philip and Kathleen Canal 
5579 53rd Ave 
Vero Beach, FL 32967 

Vero Beach City Clerk 
1053 20th Place 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 

Dear City Clerk, 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $250.00 to be applied to the Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary 
Gold Star Family Grove account. As the most recent Gold Star Family represented in the Grove, we 
would like this donation to be applied to future Gold Star Family markers. 

.,a.,b(i£&,J ?r;. ~,;i..d 
Phil and Kathleen Canal 
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