VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION
COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, June 21, 2018– 9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

May 17, 2018

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
4. NEW BUSINESS
A)

Dedicatory Tree Application – Mr. Thomas Schneider

5. OLD BUSINESS
A)
B)
C)
D)

Update on the Cultural Arts Village Tree Plantings – Mrs. Barbara
Hoffman and Mr. Neil Sickterman, Cultural Arts Village
Update on the 100th Anniversary
Timeline for the Proposed Tree Give Away Project
Draft Letter to Vendors for the Proposed Tree Give Away Project

6. TREASURY REPORT
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date – July 19, 2018

10. ADJOURNMENT

This is a Public Meeting. Should any interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the
Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a
record of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based. Anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting may
contact the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting.

VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION
COMMISSION MINUTES
Thursday, May 17, 2018- 9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
PRESENT: Vice Chairman, Marilyn Black Dussault; Members: Daniel Downey (arrived at 9:03
a.m.), Cynthia Schwarz, Alternate Member #1, Elly Manov, and Alternate Member #2, Fran
Robinson Also Present: Grounds Maintenance Manager, Nanette Haynes (arrived 9:02 a.m.);
Assistant City Attorney, Kira Honse and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins
Excused Absences: Barbara Leigh and Chris Runge
1. CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairman Dussault called today's meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the Senior
Administrative Assistant performed the roll call.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

April 27, 2018

Ms. Schwarz made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2018 Tree and
Beautification Commission meeting. Ms. Manov seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

4. NEW BUSINESS
A)

Recap of the April 27, 2018 Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony

Mrs. Dussault stated that she thought the Arbor Day event went very well and the children were
wonderful.
Ms. Schwarz said the children were so nice and they remembered taking part in other Arbor Day
Tree plantings. Mrs. Dussault commented that the children were pointing out another tree that
they helped plant when they were in kindergarten.

5. OLD BUSINESS
A)

Update on the Cultural Arts Village Tree Plantings - Mrs. Barbara
Hoffman, Executive Director

Mr. Neil Sickterman, Vero Beach Cultural Art Village, announced that the Cultural Arts Village
just completed a big installation of trees at the Freshman Learning Center. He explained that
they steered away from their original plans of planting the trees in planter boxes. The cost of the
planter boxes and irrigation made it excessively expensive. They have a conflict on the North
side of 19th Street until the City can relocate the water main line, so instead of waiting for that
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construction they are proposing to plant the trees directly into the ground on the South side of
19th Street. They recently approached the Public Work's Department with this plan, because it is
up to them and other City Departments to give their blessing to move forward. They had a
detailed discussion with the Public Work's Department about all the potential conflicts with
underground water lines and storm sewer lines. There were a couple of proposed water main
lines, but they can be shifted over a few feet. They are still waiting to hear back from the Water
and Sewer Department to see if they have any concerns. They had to reevaluate what Simpson
Stopper trees were available and in stock at the nurseries. He had to make numerous phone calls,
but he was able to find some that were well within their budget and were a good size as well.
There was another opportunity to purchase some very large Simpson Stopper trees, but they
exceeded their budget. The cost for 10 of these larger trees with shipping and installation would
cost $7, 150 and they would need heavy equipment to move and plant them. The smaller trees
cost $185 each versus $595 for the huge trees and that will help them complete their vision of
populating the rest of the street. He explained that they have volunteers within the neighborhood
to help establish the trees, because for the first three (3) months they will need to be watered
daily.
Mrs. Dussault stated that she will need to look at the Commissions original proposal, because she
is not sure if they were donating just the trees or the planter boxes as well. Ms. Rita Hawkins,
Senior Administrative Assistant, stated that their proposal was just for the purchase of the trees.
Ms. Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manager, stated that at the time the Commission
made the donation to the Cultural Arts Village they had not even picked out a type of container.
Mrs. Dussault said she just wanted to confirm, because the Commission donated $5,100 to
purchase 10 Simpson Stopper Trees. That would make the cost of each tree $510.
Ms. Haynes asked Mr. Sickterman if the trees he intends to purchase are only $185 each. Mr.
Sickterman said that is correct. Ms. Haynes asked him if he had located trees and specked them
out when he did the original budget. Mr. Sickterman replied that a year ago he had tentatively
located some 45-gallon trees that were about 13 feet tall and they were about $500 each, but they
are no longer available. He said their plan is to plant 15 trees along the South side of 19th Street
and he believes that they could purchase all 15 of them with the $5,100 donation made by the
City.
Mrs. Dussault said she is not trying to be facetious over this, but the point is the Tree and
Beatification Commission went to the City Council asking to purchase 10 trees at $5,100. She
believes they should go back to the City Council and amend their request to clarify things.
Ms. Kira Honse, Assistant City Attorney, said it depends on how the motion was worded. If they
are going to modify it she suggests that they not specify the number of trees, because of the
fluctuation in the prices. Ms. Haynes agreed and stated that they need to just specify $5,100 for
trees, because even if they purchase 17 trees at $185 each there will still be money left over.
Ms. Haynes explained that they need to let the trees grow into the space and those large trees will
be top heavy. She said if they try to stake the large trees in the cutouts in the sidewalk they will
become obstacles.
Mrs. Dussault commented that the smaller trees will look more in line with the trees that were
planted at the Freshman Leaming Center. She asked Mr. Sickterman to submit the updated
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information on the cost and the amount of trees to the City Clerk's office so she can prepare a
memo to the City Council. Mr. Sickterman stated he would do that.
Ms. Manov suggested that the Cultural Arts Village postpone the purchase and the installation of
the trees until their modified motion goes to the City Council.
Mr. Sickterman explained that he was able to get a discount on the shipping by combining the
order of the Simpson Stopper trees with another order that is being delivered this week for one
(1) of his projects. Now that he will be waiting to order the trees the shipping will go from $400
to $800.
Mrs. Dussault said she recalls that the line item on their budget showed the price was $500 per
tree. She does not remember it including the cost of the container, shipping, or installation.
Mr. Sickterman explained that the price for shipping was built into the price of the trees.
Mrs. Dussault said she is not sure if they can cover the shipping cost, because they are
constrained by a City Ordinance on what the money can be spent on. She will go back and read
the minutes to verify what they are paying for. She asked Mr. Sickterman to provide them with
the details pertaining to just the trees.
Ms. Haynes asked Mr. Sickterman if Mr. Todd Young, from the Water and Sewer Department,
contacted him about needing a better plan for the utilities. Mr. Sickterman replied not yet, but he
will get in touch with him.
Mrs. Barbara Hoffman, Cultural Council, reported that they would like to schedule the
dedication of the trees on Saturday, November 10, 2018. Their plan is to have the dedication and
then a historic walking tour of the Village immediately afterwards. They would like to have a
volunteer from the Tree and Beautification Commission to help develop a program for that day.
Mrs. Dussault said she would volunteer, but if another Commission member wanted to step up
that would be fine with her as well.
Mrs. Robinson stated that she would like to volunteer to work with the Cultural Arts Village
Committee.

Mrs. Dussault said she would accept a motion to approve Mrs. Robinson's participation
with the Cultural Arts Village for the tree planting ceremony on November 10, 2018. Ms.
Schwarz said she would make that motion. The motion was seconded by Ms. Manov and it
passed unanimously.
Ms. Dale McGee, 1916 19th Avenue, commented that 24 years ago she bought an old 1920's
Florida cracker house and renovated it. She has lived in Vero Beach for fifty years and she loves
old historical homes. She also renovated one of the first houses in Old Riomar when she first
moved to Vero Beach from Maryland.
Mrs. Dussault said they were delighted to hear from her. She hopes she will be part of the
Centennial Celebration since she has lived here for over 50 years. She suggested that she talk
with the City Clerk to get more information.
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B)

Update on the 100th Anniversary

Mrs. Dussault reported that the Centennial Committee has not met again since she gave them an
update last month. She stated that several of the private schools are on board and they will meet
with the principals of the other private schools up through June 1, 2018.
Mrs. Robinson said she volunteers at Vero Beach Elementary and they planted a tree on the
school property for Arbor Day. The children absolutely love checking on their tree.

C)

Timeline for the Proposed Tree Give Away Project

Mrs. Dussault asked to postpone the discussion of items 5-C and 5-D until next month when Mr.
Runge is in attendance, since it is his project idea.

D)

Draft Letter to Vendors for the Proposed Tree Give Away Project

This item was postponed until the next meeting.

6. TREASURY REPORT
An updated treasury report was not provided at today's meeting.

7. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS
None

8. MEMBER'S MATTERS
Ms. Schwarz said she took pictures along 14th Avenue near the Taco Dive (on file in the City
Clerk's office). At their last meeting she mentioned there were no benches in that section of 14th
Avenue. She also went into Gallery 14 to talk with them and they said they absolutely want
benches. She explained that the planters located on the south end of 14th Avenue are taken care
of by the businesses that have them outside of their shops. She was also told that there are no
streetlights in that area and it is very dark. She said that Gallery 14 has already spoken to one (1)
of their artists who does iron work about designing some artistic benches.
Ms. Haynes explained that before she started working for the City there was a big project where
they redid a "model block'', which was the section of 14th Avenue north of Route 60. They put
in the angled parking with bulb outs, installed the pavers at the crosswalks, planted trees, etc. It
was a huge project and the south part of 14th Avenue was supposed to be Phase II, but it was not
completed due to lack of funding. She explained that Main Street is an organization, and she is
not sure what all they encompass. She worked with the Main Street group and they redid the
bulb outs in the rehabbed area of 14th Avenue, but there are no bulb outs or places to plant
anything along the south end of 14th Avenue.
Ms. Schwarz said the south end of 14th Avenue has become a viable area and maybe it is time to
readdress this area.
Ms. Haynes stated that there is no irrigation in the south section of 14th Avenue and her
department is not responsible for any maintenance of irrigation or landscaping in that area.
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When they built the model block they added irrigation for the bulb outs so they could add plants
and trees.
Mrs. Dussault asked if it would be the responsibility of the Cultural Arts Village to install a
meter and pay for the water if they wanted irrigation. Ms. Haynes said yes, or whatever entity
wants it done. She does not believe the City would be responsible for any irrigation in that area.
Mrs. Dussault said she believes that any of the businesses or property owners in the blocks that
were not included in the model block will need to figure out what they want improved and how
to pay for it.
Ms. Haynes explained that if someone wants to introduce a site for a bench in an area that the
public uses then a proposal needs to be submitted to the Public Works Department for the City
Manager to approve.
Ms. Dussault commented that Ms. Schwarz can go back to these businesses and direct them as to
what the procedure is for obtaining benches.
Ms. Haynes suggested that those businesses should approach the Brackett Foundation about
adding some of the same type of benches.
Ms. Manov said at their last meeting it was determined that the benches from the Bracketts were
too expensive for the Commission. She was also asked to research how they could get money.
She said if they present it as a beautification project they might not get support, but if it is
approached as a necessity or a public safety issue they might receive more help. She said she
provided the Commission members with information on what contacts she received from Senator
Debbie Mayfield's office (on file in the City Clerk's office). She also provided a list of all the
resources in Indian River County that deal with senior citizens (on file in the City Clerk's office).
She was told that some senior citizen organizations might be interested in helping.
Ms. Dussault asked if their Commission is allowed to do something like this.
Ms. Honse stated that she is not that familiar with the Ordinance that governs their Commission.
She explained that there is also a Downtown Economic Development Zone Committee that is
looking at doing different things in this same area, so it sounds like there could be some conflict.
She reminded the Commission that their area is beautification, so if they do not call it
beautification then it would be outside of their scope. In order to get the funding they might
need to call it something else, but then the Tree and Beautification Commission would not be
responsible for it.
Ms. Haynes said that since all of these shops and property owners are all part of Main Street
Vero Beach they should get with that group and discuss what type of benches they would like
down there. They might want to do fundraising to place a couple of benches from the Bracket
Foundation.
Ms. Honse said in the newspaper article that was handed out it explains that the Brackett
Foundation started the benches in 1997 (on file in the City Clerk's office). In the 2015 article it
states that Mr. Brackett mentioned there are enough benches in downtown and it is good to take
care of what they already have. She believes that part of the issue is defining the boundaries of
downtown.
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Ms. Manov excused herself from the meeting at 10:00 a.m.
Ms. Haynes explained that their main avenue for getting anything accomplished should be
through the Main Street Vero Beach organization.
Ms. Honse said that there are also other private entities and organizations involved in making
improvements in the downtown.
Mr. Downey suggested that since there are quite a few art galleries in this section of 14th Avenue
they might want to do something different and have more artistic benches.
Mrs. Robinson commented that with the installation of all the trees at the Freshman Leaming
Center, the growth of the Cultural Arts Village, and the model block of 14th Avenue all coming
together, these other blocks need encouragement and they need to make it a cohesive area. Mrs.
Dussault said she agrees and she is sure the City would love to do what they did for the model
block, but they can't afford it.
Ms. Schwarz said that she went on the Tree City University website to take their course and it is
incredible. She likes to reach out to other Tree City entities in other States and this site taps you
into all of that. She invited the other Commission members to take the course, because it is eye
opening.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date - June 21, 2018

The next meeting of the Tree and Beautification Commission is scheduled for June 21, 2018.
10. ADJOURNMENT
Ms. Schwarz made a motion to adjourn today's meeting at 10:09 a.m. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Downey and it passed unanimously.
/rh
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APPLICATION TO TREE & BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION
FOR TREE DEDICATION
On 10/17/00, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2000-25 requiring the City's Tree and
Beautification Commission to review all applications to plant dedication trees. This application
shall be filed with the Department of Public Works for review and submittal to the Tree and
Beautification Commission for approval.
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Preliminary Tree Budget
City of Vero Beach Cultural Arts Village
November 17, 2016

Quantity

Description

Common Name:
Simpson's Stopper
Scientific Name:
Myrcianthes fragrans

Miscellaneous

Irrigation

45

~allon.

Unit Price

Total Price

Standard Trunk,

12' Overall Height

37

500.33

18,512.2i

1

9,086.00

9,086.00

Includes installation in ground, shipping,
and tax. Any traffic control during installation
required to be priced seperately.
Revised pricing neccessary due to recent
2 phases strategy. Installed in oversized
planter pots for phase 1. (Pots to be priced
seperately)~ In ground relocation for phase 2.

Includes rain sensor, controller, backflow preventors,
emmitters, lines, meters, valves, and labor (sleeving
to be priced seperatly as needed). COVB
Water/Sewer Department is
· allowing connections to irrigation valves from the ex
isting hydrant lines. Monthly watering costs to be
paid by VB Cultural Arts Village.

Preliminary Total

$27,598.21

* In the proces_? of soliciting donated materials for ov~rsized ~ree planter pots

(Trex Planking and PT Framingfrom local suppliers) and labor to fabricate from volunteers.

PHASt 1 CULi UHALAH I::; VILLAGe I Kee fjLJLJ(jt I
1211512016
Description of Materials and Work to be Performed:
Quantity

Description

Unit Price

Total Price

500.43

18,515.91

Total for: Plant Material

$18,515.91

Plant Material
Simpson's Stopper 45g Std

37

Myrcianthes fragrans
12'oa

MiscellaneouS;
Potting Soil cy

75

74.45

5,583.75

#57 stone cy

7.5

198.99

1,492.43

Filter Cloth sf

920

0.63

579.60

Coquina Base cu.yds.

15

260.23

3,903.45

Set Boxes in Place

37

50.27

1,859.99

Remove Excess Fill cy

12

50.27

603.24

Maintenance of Traffic

1

978.82

978.82

Total for: Miscellaneous

$15,441.74

9,768.00

9,768.00

5,500.00

5,500.00

Total for: Irrigation

$15,268.00

Irrigation
Temporary Irrigation
Irrigation

Includes rain sensors, battery operated controffers, back
flow preventors, emmitters, lines, meters, valves, and
labor.

Note 1

Irrigation Sleeving
seeNOTE2

Other Materials included in installation:

Fertilizer
Mulch 2 cu ft
BracingATG
Terms:
Net Due Upon Completion
$ 43, 785.19
Notes:
"It is agreed that payments will be made according to the terms shown on Hayslip Landscape invoices. In the event
that payments are not made within these terms, it is agreed by signature of this proposal, a service charge of 1.5%
per month (18% per year} on the past balance and if necessary reasonable attorney's fees, and collection and court
incurred costs by Hayslip Landscape to collect the amount owed.
Comments:

NOTE: 1 This price assununcs 10 water meters provided. Water provided hy others.
NOTE: 2 Figures one day of directional boring for the longer runs and jetti11g the shorter ones.
THIS IS NECCESSARY TO RUN SLEEVES UNDER DRIVEWAYS, ALLEYS, AND CURB CUTS)

NOTE 3.

Monthly Watering costs to be paid by Vero Beach Cultural Arts Village

DECORATIVE WOODEN PLANTER BOXES
48" X4B··TOP; 37'X37" BASE; 42" HI (INCLUDING DELIVERY)

37

$500.00

IMPACT FEES ARE WAIVED BY THE CITY. HOWEVER
$350 CONSTRUCT/ON DEPOSIT ARE REQUIRED DURING
THE 6 YEAR, 3 MONTH METER CONNECT/ON TIME PERIOD +
$95 CONNECTION FEES PER METER

10

$445

$18,500.00
$4,450.00

($3,500.00
REFUNDABLE)

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Laura Moss and
Vero Beach City Councilmembers

FROM:

Chris Runge, Chairman
Vero Beach Tree and Beautification Commission

DATE:

January 19, 2017

SUBJECT:

Cultural Arts Village Tree Funding Request

Mrs. Barbara Hoffman, Executive Director of Vero Beach Cultural Arts Council,
attended two (2) of our regular meetings to discuss the plans, and the Phase 1 tree budget
for the Cultural Arts Village proposed project. The Vero Beach Tree and Beautification
Commission made a unanimous motion to support this project by funding the purchase of
10 Simpson Stopper 45-gallon standard trees. The Commission would like permission
from the Vero Beach City Council to expend funds from the Tree and Beautification
Account in the amount of no more than $5,100 to cover the cost of the 10 trees.
Attached are copies of the November 17, 2016 and December 15, 2016 Tree and
Beautification minutes, which reflect the presentations and the discussions that took place
regarding the Cultural Arts Village project.
Attachments
CR/rh

VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION
COMMISSION MINUTES
Thursday, December 15, 2016-9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
PRESENT: Chairman, Chris Runge; Members: Marilyn Black Dussault, and Barbara Leigh (arrived
late) Also Present: Grounds Maintenance Manager, Nanette Haynes, and Records Retention
Specialist, Heather McCarty
Excused absences: Cynthia Schwarz, Elly Manov, and Daniel Downey
1. CALL TO ORDER

The Chairman called today's meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the Records Retention Specialist
performed the roll call.
Having the lack of a quorum at this time, the Chairman postponed the approval of the minutes and the
Election of Officers.
Ms. Haynes said that she knows they have to request funds for the project that is coming up in
February, which they would need to do at the second City Council meeting in January. She asked if
they would like her to email the City Clerk's office the amount of money needed so they could get it
on the agenda.
Mr. Runge agreed that would be good.
Mr. Runge said they would discuss items 4, 5, 6, and 7 since those items don't require a vote. The
next item discussed was item 5-A) New Business.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

November 17, 2016

This item was postponed to the next meeting.

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
This item was discussed after item 5-A).

A)

Chairman

Mrs. Dussault nominated Mr. Runge as Chairman. Mrs. Leigh seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.

B)

Vice-Chairman

Mrs. Leigh nominated Mrs. Dussault for Vice Chainnan. Mr. Runge seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously.
Tree and
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4. PUBLIC COMMENT
This item was discussed after item 5-A).
Mrs. Barbara Hoffman, Executive Director of Vero Beach Cultural Arts Council, reviewed Phase 1 of
the Cultural Arts Village Tree Budget (on file in the City Clerk's office). She went over the
individual section costs shown and said that the total cost of the project is $71,735.18.
Mr. Runge asked if there is a timeline for this project. Ms. Hoffman answered that they would like to
start it as soon as possible. They do need to raise the money for it, which she explained they are
working on. She said they are putting the final requests together after this meeting and after decisions
are made.
Mr. Runge said that at the last meeting, there was a strong consensus that they would like to help in
their project. He said that they now have a quorum and could come to a decision that could be
brought before City Council for approval. He said he would like to donate some of the trees. He
added that he understood this would be a location for dedicatory trees as well. Mrs. Hoffman said
that is correct and that would be another way to approach their fundraising.
Mr. Runge asked when they would need to provide the money for the trees. Mrs. Hoffman answered
probably in a couple of months.
Mrs. Dussault asked if the landscaping work was put out to bid. Mrs. Hoffman said she did not know
but she would find out and provide that information to them. Mr. Runge agreed that was important to
know.

Mrs. Leigh made a motion that they stand behind the project for the Cultural Arts Village and
help with the purchase of the trees. Mrs. Dussault seconded the motion.
Mrs. Dussault asked if they have the authority at this point to determine the amount of money they
would like to offer them because that is what they need to take to the City Council.
Mr. James O'Connor, City Manager, recommended that they find the number of trees they want to
sponsor and then they would go to the City Council with that number of trees. Mr. Runge thinks they
would like to come with the number for four (4) trees with two (2) at each end of the project so that
the exit and entrance would be funded by the City of Vero Beach.

Mr. Runge added to the motion that they would like to sponsor four (4) Simpson's Stoppers 45
gallon standard trees at a cost not to exceed $2,100.
Mrs. Dussault asked if the money would be coming out of the Tree Replacement and Mitigation fund.
Mr. Runge said yes and that they have sufficient funds. Mrs. Dussault suggested since they have the
funds, why not propose 10 trees, one for each of the ten years of the centennial. She said that would
be $5,000, but certainly within their budget and meets all of the criteria for trees. She added that they
could place plaques on each of the 10 trees as one for every 10 years of their lOOth Anniversary.
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Mrs. Leigh modified the motion to say that they would like to support the Cultural Arts Village
tree budget by donating 10 trees not to exceed $5,100 and each tree would :represent a decade of
Vero Beach. Mrs. Dussault seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Mrs. Hoffman thanked them. She said when they plant their first tree, they will want them to be
present for that.
At this point, they went back to item 3) Election of Officers.

5. NEW BUSINESS
A)

Annual Report

This item was discussed after item 1.
Mr. Runge referred to their draft Annual Report. He asked within the next few days to look it over
and see if they see any changes. He said that he is fine with it and ready to sign it.
This item was revisited after item 3).
Mr. Runge asked that they take the time to review the Annual Report and if there are any changes
they would like to see, to submit those changes to the City Clerk's office. Once that is done, he will
come in and sign the final draft. He asked them to do that within the next five (5) business days.

6. OLD BUSINESS
A)

tooth Anniversary Celebration and Tree Planting for the City of Vero Beach

Mr. O'Connor recommended that they contact Mayor Laura Moss as she is very interested in the
1ooth anniversary and update her on the trees.
B)

Update on Proposed Tree Planting Project along 14th Avenue from 16th Street to
18th Street

Mr. Runge said that since they have no new updates, they will keep this on the agenda.

C)

Update on Proposed Tree Planting Project along Seminole Avenue at the
Crestlawn Cemetery

Ms. Haynes said that she would like to plant eight (8) Oak trees similar in size to what they planted in
the new section of Crestlawn.
Mr. Runge asked if she could come back with a budget for the next meeting. Ms. Haynes answered
yes. She added that for this expenditure, they don't need to go to City Council because it would be
out of the Mitigation Fund. She said it will be around $9,000.
Mr. Runge said they can make a decision at their next meeting.
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D)

Vero Beach High School Students Involvement with 100th Anniversary - Ms.
Cynthia Schwarz

This item was not discussed today.

E)

Update on Letter Submitted to City Attorney

Mr. Runge said the City Attorney came back and said there is nothing standing in their way in
working with schools that don't reside in the City of Vero Beach. The only thing is how they are
going to be covered by liability insurance.
Mrs. Dussault referred to the 1OOth anniversary and suggested they go before the Council at the
January 17th meeting with their plan of involving all of the schools with respect to the tree planting
concept. She thinks the offer should go to all of the schools within Indian River County. The
Commission members agreed.
Mrs. Dussault agreed with the City Manager's suggestion and asked that they meet with Mayor Moss
prior to that Council meeting. She said then she would put together something to send to the City
Clerk's office to be sent out to the Commission members.
Mr. Runge said that he would set up a meeting with Mayor Moss.
Mr. Runge brought up that one of the new Councilmembers is the grandson of the first Mayor.
Mrs. Dussault said she would like to thank the City Attorney for a wonderfully detailed letter back to
them. She added that she has a friend in Vero Beach who was instrumental in moving the City of
Vero into Indian River County. She is going to get with him to get some history that maybe they can
present to the Council as another way of celebrating their 1OOth anniversary and tie it in with the
school children.
Mr. Runge said they had discussed using Mac Williams Park at the base of the Barber Bridge for the
celebration. He asked if there is a spot in there for one tree. Ms. Haynes said she could get another
Oak tree in there. Mr. Runge asked about some kind of wall or monument to go with the tree. Ms.
Haynes thinks that's doable. She agreed they need to set the tree apart and she would discuss that
with Mr. Monte Falls, Public Work's Director.
Mrs. Dussault reiterated the importance of the 1OOth Anniversary and getting more involvement in the
Centennial celebration.
Mr. Runge talked about a project called Storybook Friday. He said the City maybe could look into it
and possibly the newest generation could interview the oldest generation and have it recorded.
Mr. O'Connor recommended that if they want to proceed with something like that, Councilmember
Young would be the one to meet with.
Mr. Runge said they also talked about holding a competition for a 1ooth Centennial poster. Mrs.
Dussault felt that would be a great idea in the schools. She suggested they could also work on a book
of history with posters and pictures created by the kids and others.
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Mr. Runge said that he would contact Mayor Moss to make an appointment with her next week.

7. TREASURY REPORT
Mr. Runge reported that the Tree Replacement Mitigation Fund as of December 15th had a balance of
$64,021.60, which they just spent some money from. He said the Tree Dedication Fund has a balance
of $1,602.06.

8. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS
Mr. Runge encouraged everyone to attend the meetings.

9. MEMBER'S MATTERS
Ms. Haynes brought up the beautification project at the Vero Beach Police Department. She said the
cost is not to exceed $1,200.

Mrs. Dussault made a motion that they expend an amount not to exceed $1,200 fo:r the City
beautification project at the Vero Beach Police Department. Mrs. Leigh seconded the motion
and it passed unanimously.
10. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date - January 19, 2017

The next meeting of the Tree and Beautification Commission is scheduled for January 19, 2017.

11. ADJOURNMENT
Today's meeting adjourned at 9:33 a.m.
Ihm
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VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION
COMMISSION MINUTES
Tl:mrsday, November 17, 2016 - 9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
PRESENT: Chairman, Chris Runge; Vice-Chairman, Daniel Downey; Members: Cynthia Schwarz,
Marilyn Black Dussault, Barbara Leigh, and Alternate member: Elly Manov Also Present: Grounds
Maintenance Manager, Nanette Haynes, and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins
1. CALL TO ORDER

The Chairman called today's meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the Senior Administrative Assistant
performed the roll call.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

September 15, 2016

Ms. Schwarz stated that in the September minutes it listed the title for Ms. Nicole Mosblec as a
teacher, but she believes she is the Club Coordinator or Sponsor and not a teacher.
Mrs. Dussault suggested that they just remove her title from the minutes.
Ms. Schwarz stated that she would like to have Ms. Mosblec's title changed to Club Sponsor as it was
listed on her email.

Ms. Schwarz made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2016 Tree and
Beautification Commission meeting with the one (1) correction made. Mrs. Dussault seconded
the motion and it passed unanimously.
Mr. Runge asked to modify the agenda and move public comment to later in the meeting.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
This item was discussed after item 5-E).
Mrs. Barbara Hoffman, Executive Director of Vero Beach Cultural Arts Council, explained that the
Cultural Arts Council is doing the Cultural Arts Village project, so she chairs them as well. She is
standing in for Mr. Neil Sickterman, who is the Chairman of the Committee and is responsible for
developing all the infrastructure work they are doing in the Village. She started the Power Point
presentation and showed the tree plan for the project (on file in the City Clerk's office). They are
recommending the Simpson Stopper Tree, because it has so many great qualities. For the first five
(5) years the trees will be planted in pots, because the City has a five (5) to six (6) year plan to move
the existing water main which runs directly below where the trees would be planted. The trees will
form a canopy along 19th Street from 14th Avenue to 20th Avenue. The diagram shows the existing
water main and sidewalks. They plan on incorporating benches and pavers to make it very attractive.
Initially the trees will require daily watering while they are in the pots, which will transition to a three
(3) month daily watering routine once the trees are planted in the ground. The water usage will be
metered and paid for by the Cultural Arts Village. After the trees are planted in the ground, the pots
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will be repurposed into container gardens that will be arranged throughout the Arts Village. She
continued with the Power Point and showed the diagram of the typical street plan (on file in the City
Clerk's office). She explained that the light green tree symbols are the trees they will be planting and
the dark green ones represent the existing trees.
Mrs. Dussault asked if existing trees will be removed.
Mrs. Hoffman replied no. She explained that they have been working on the Arts Village for almost
two (2) years and they want to add trees to the existing ones. The Freshman Learning Center is in
need of some attention and the School District has been very cooperative and working very closely
with them. The Cultural Arts Village plans on adding an outdoor performance stage on the Freshman
Learning Center property that will face 14th Avenue so that the sound does not disturb the residential
area. They also presented a plan to the School District for doing a facade on the outside of the
Freshman Learning Center building to make it look more like the old High School. She continued by
displaying and reviewing their budget for the Arts Village project (on file in the City Clerk's office).
Mrs. Leigh asked what are the pots made off It says trex finish, but she is not sure what that is.
Mr. Runge explained that it is an artificial wood.
Ms. Schwarz commented that it is the same material that they use for decks.
Mr. Runge asked Mrs. Hoffman if they have come up with long-range funding, because this is a long
range project.
Mrs. Hoffman explained that they have an individual responsible for that and he is in the process of
doing that now.
Mr. Runge said that he believes this is a project that the Tree and Beautification Commission would
be interested in helping with. This is right in line with their vision for beautifying the City.
Mrs. Hoffman encouraged each of them to visit the Vero Beach Cultural Arst Village website,
because it includes their entire plan. They have been as transparent as possible with every step of the
process. She has gone before the City Council on several occasions, they have held neighborhood
meetings, conducted a public charrette, and sent letters to property owners and residents. They have
developed four (4) professional advisory groups for recommending services for businesses to utilize.
They include banking, insurance, lawyers, and realtor services.
Mrs. Dussault commented that they have done an excellent job doing their homework.
Mr. Runge asked the Arts Village to come back to the Tree and Beautification Commission when
they have a final budget. He said that when the trees are planted they become City property, so he
would like to suggest that they be used as dedicatory trees.
Ms. Haynes replied absolutely, as long as the Arts Village approves it and there is enough room to
install the stakes that the plaques are attached to.
Mr. Runge said they will keep this on their agenda for further discussion.
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Ms. Haynes stated that Mr. Sickterman met with her and Mr. Monte Falls, Engineering and Public
Works Director, to go over their entire plan for the Arts Village and it is extremely detailed with a lot
of nice features.
The Commission thanked Mrs. Hoffman for attending their meeting and they all agreed that her
presentation was excellent.

4. NEW BUSINESS
A)

Introduction of new Tree and Beautification Commission Alternate Member

Mr. Runge welcomed Ms. Elly Manov as the new Alternate Member on the Tree and Beautification
Commission.
Ms. Ely Manov stated that by education she is a Civil Engineer. She holds licenses as a Professional
Engineer and Planner. She has served on numerous community committees including 10 years as the
Chairman of the Zoning Board in New Jersey. Currently she is retired and has lived in Indian River
County for the last 18 years and participates in various community activities.

5. OLD BUSINESS
A)

tooth Anniversary Celebration and Tree Planting for the City of Vero Beach

Mr. Runge stated that they are still waiting for the City Council to put together a group of people who
will spearhead this project. He said he believes it is vitally important. The other Commission
members agreed.
B)

Update on Proposed Tree Planting Project along 14th Avenue from 16th Street to
18th Street

Mr. Runge asked Ms. Haynes for an update on this project. He stated that Mr. Falls informed him
that a letter was sent to the property owner.
Ms. Haynes stated that she does not believe he (Mr. Falls) has received a response to the letter.
Mr. Runge suggested that they talk with Planning and Development, because he knows there are
restrictions on how close driveways can be to comers and property lines. Maybe they should start
looking at that to find some space for planting. This way if they do hear back from the property
owner they know what they have to work with. He proposed that they look at a second site and work
on both of them at the same time. He would like to recommend the landscape triangle on State Route
60 across from Nino' s Restaurant and the laundry mat.
Ms. Haynes explained that when the widening project takes place on 43rd Avenue that island will be
going away. The plans that she reviewed showed a much smaller island that will be closer to Nino's
Restaurant.
Mr. Downey commented that they also talked about the Crestlawn Cemetery site.
&
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Ms. Haynes agreed that they did discuss planting in the right-of-ways along Old Dixie and/or
Seminole Avenue.
Mr. Downey stated there is irrigation already in place and the City owns the property.
Mr. Runge explained that the Bridge Club has an array of trees across the street on Seminole A venue.
He asked Ms. Haynes if she could get them a count on how many Oak Trees the Bridge Club has, so
they can replicate them on the Cemetery property. He also asked her to create a budget and bring it
back to their next meeting.
Ms. Haynes said just to give them an idea, she planted three (3) large 6-inch caliper Oak Trees in the
new section of Cemetery and they cost $1,300 each.

C)

Vero .Beach High School Students Involvement with 1ooth Anniversary - Ms.
Cynthia Schwarz

Ms. Schwarz reported that she has not heard back from anyone at the High School and she emailed
them twice.

D)

Fourth Grade Forestry Program Update

Mrs. Dussault explained that they are trying to get all the schoolchildren involved in the 1OOth
anniversary of the City of Vero Beach, but in order to do that they need a response from the City
Attorney. In the past this Commission only used the children and schools that are in the City limits.
In researching this it has come to their attention that all of the schools are part of the Indian River
County School District, so they would like to include all of the schools in the 1OOth Anniversary
celebration. She cannot find anything in the regulations prohibiting this, so she provided a proposed
letter that will come from Mr. Runge for him to present to the City Attorney (on file in the City
Clerk's office).
Mr. Runge replied that he read the letter and he does not see any problems with it.

Mr. Downey made a motion approving the letter for Mr. Runge to sign and to send it to the
City Attorney. Ms. Schwarz seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
E)

Selected Location(s) for the City Beautification Weekend Project - Ms.
Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manager

Ms. Haynes said she thought they originally chose Charles Park and the area under the Banyan tree
near the tennis courts at Riverside Park.
Mr. Runge stated that he is in favor of supporting the Police Department and doing whatever needs to
be done to spotlight them.
Ms. Haynes said if they could focus on just one (1) project that would be helpful, since they lost a
month due to the hurricane. If they select the Police Department as the City's beautification project,
then she would like to clean up all the non-performing grass areas in the front. It is so shaded there
so the grass will not grow. She would spruce it up and make it more presentable with shade loving
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fems and other plants. There are shrubs that have died that need to be replaced, and the cement
planters need help.
Mr. Runge asked if this project would include trimming the trees to allow more light to filter through.
Ms. Haynes explained that the tree trimming is handled by the City's Streets Department, but they do
not do the tree thinning that they are talking about.
Ms. Haynes asked if their Commission is planning to help with the funding.
Mr. Runge replied yes.
Mrs. Dussault commented that they don't want to be too economical if they are going to do this
project. She asked Ms. Haynes if there are any restrictions to hiring a contractor to thin the trees to
allow more light on the property.
Ms. Haynes replied that there is not, as long as they can find someone who knows exactly what they
want.
At this time item 3) on the agenda was heard.

6. TREASURY REPORT
Mr. Runge reported that the Tree Replacement and Mitigation Fund has a current balance of
$61,885.60 and the Tree Dedication Fund has a balance of $1,602.06.

7. CHAIRMAN'SMATTERS
Mr. Runge reported that he received a letter from Sebastian River Farms stating that they would like
to donate a Tipuana Tipu tree for Troy Moody Park (on file in the City Clerk's office). It is to replace
a dedicatory tree that was destroyed by the hurricane.
Ms. Haynes said that she has been in contact with Sebastian River Farms and the family who
dedicated the tree. She is working on getting a price to have the tree picked up and installed at Troy
Moody Park.

8. MEMBER'S MATTERS
Mrs. Dussault said at their next meeting she would like to see if they can come up with a way to push
the City Council along to start getting them ready for the centennial celebration.
Mr. Runge suggested that the Commission members attend the next evening meeting to address the
new City Council and discuss the lOOth Anniversary project.
Ms. Haynes stated that it might be helpful to be very specific on what action the Commission wants
the City Council to take on developing a Committee.
Mrs. Dussault stated that she has been doing research on the City's past anniversary celebrations, so
she will list what took place at each ofthose to give the City Council some fresh ideas.
Beautification - 1
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Ms. Haynes stated that she has traveled through the City many times and she cannot find an area that
stands out as the perfect location for the centennial tree planting.
Mr. Runge suggested the little Park area where they used to have the topiaries at MacWilliam's Park
There is plenty of parking and it is visited by people all the time, especially those who park there to
walk the bridge.
Mrs. Dussault asked what about City Hall.
Ms. Haynes replied she walked the City Hall property several times, but there is not enough room.
She said she thought it would be nice to involve local artists to design a sculpture to be installed by
the tree when they select a location.
The Commission members discussed other ideas such as starting a competition to design a poster, a
IOOth Anniversary logo, and individual tiles designed by artists to be added to a wall or benches near
the tree.

9. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date - December 15, 2016

The next meeting of the Tree and Beautification Commission is scheduled for December 15, 2016.
Ms. Manov asked for an excused absence from the December meeting.

10. ADJOURNMENT
Today's meeting adjourned at 9:57 a.m.
/rh
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Cultural Arts Village 19th Street Trees and Plaques Budget

6/1/2018

{15) 19th Street trees
(1)

$210.27 ea

Shipping of trees from nursery to Arts Village

(15) Installation of trees (in combination with volunteer work)

$3,145.05
$800.00
$500.00

$4,445.05

