
VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, November 2, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A) September 7, 2016 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Ribbon Palm Tree Substitution Plan – Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager 
B. Post Hurricane Recovery – Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager  
C. Dedicatory Bench Request 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Veterans Day 2016 Planning – Mr. Tony Young 
B. Recap of POW/MIA Ceremony – Mr. Tony Young  
C. Report on Community Service Project by Saint Edward’s School – Mr. Rob 

Slezak, Recreation Director 
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 
 
A. Recap of Gold Star Memorial Dedication – September 25, 2016 
B. A Wreath for Veterans 
 

8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 

9. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
A)    Next Meeting Date – December 7, 2016 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

This is a Public Meeting.  Should any interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the 
Committee with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record 
of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.  Anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting may contact the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 



VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016-10:00 a.m. 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

PRESENT: Chairman, Anthony Young, Vice Chainnan, Alma Lee Loy; Members: John 
Matthews, Joel Herman, and Barbara Fallon Also Present: Public Works Manager, Don Dexter; 
Recreation Director, Rob Slezak, and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

Excused Absence: Curtis Paulisin 

1. CALL TO ORDER 


Today's meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 


2. 	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 

3. 	 AP.PROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) 	 August 3, 2016 

Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2016 Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting. Ms. Fallon seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 

4. AUDIENCE .PARTICIPATION 

None 

5. 	 NEW BUSINESS 

A) 	 Sanctuary Storm Actions: Pre and Post - Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works 
Manager 

Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager, explained that when there is a tropical storm or 
hurricane heading this direction they take the flag down on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. 
Other than that, there is not much preparation work that is done on the Island. The Island held 
up fairly well from the past hurricanes other than a few tree branches scattered around and some 
of the Oak Trees and Palm Trees are now leaning. A couple of the cenotaph markers became 
dislodged because of the high tides, but they were returned to their original locations. 

Mr. Young asked Mr. Dexter to talk about what they did to the shoreline of Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary. 
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Mr. Dexter explained that after the hurricanes in 2004 there was a lot of erosion especially on the 
west side of the Island. The City obtained permits form the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) and St John's Water Management District and placed rock revetment along the 
west shore and at the northern and southern tips of the Island. They tried to get the Island back 
as close to pre-storm conditions as was allowed. Once the land washes away they are not able to 
put it back, so they wanted to extend the rock out as far as they could and still meet the permit 
requirements. They feel that the shore is well protected now and the rock is stable. 

Mr. Young asked if the GIS department has delineated the dimensions of the Island and if there 
is an inventory of the existing trees and where they are located. 

Mr. Dexter replied that they have current aerial photos, which are accurate up to one (1) meter. 
They also know what types of plants and trees are on the Island and their locations. 

B) Mangrove Management Update- Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manger 

Mr. Dexter reported that the City started the permit process for the mangrove management by 
taking pictures of the existing conditions on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. They 
contacted the DEP office and he will meet with them on the Island by early October to make sure 
they have everything in line to submit the review application. Once the application is approved 
they can contact a certified Mangrove Specialist to do the work. 

C) 	 POW/MIA Proclamation and Ceremony - Mr. Pete Sayles & Mr. Doy 
Demsick 

Mr. Doy Demsick announced that the nationally recognized POW/MIA Day is Friday, 
September 16, 2016. The Victory Center is working with the Indian River Mall to coordinate a 
full military ceremony. He gave a brief report on the program and who will be attending the 
event He stated that there will be a reading of all the Indian River County Veterans who never 
returned from the service, because they were prisoners of war or missing in action. The 
ceremony will take place at 11:00 a.m. on the east end of the Indian River Mall near Macy's. 
There will be a stage set up near the fountain, which is inside the main entrance closest to the 
Victory Center. 

Mr. Young stated that the POW/MIA is a national recognized memorial. He announced the 
names and gave a brief recap of the four (4) POW's from Indian River County that are 
recognized with a cenotaph on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

D) 	 Patriot's Day Ceremony - September 11, 2016 - Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation 
Director 

Mr. Young reported that at Riverview Park in Sebastian there will be a Patriot's Day ceremony 
on September 11th at 1 :00 p.m. 

Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director, announced that the Tunnel to Towers race will be on 
Saturday, September 11, 2016 at Riverside Park starting at 7:30 a.m. It is a 5K race to honor the 
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life and death a New York Firefighter. He said that the local firefighters participate and they are 
a major player in this event, but there will be thousands of people taking part in this run. 

Mr. Demsick stated that he was contacted by the Indian River Fire and Rescue to ask for 
participation from the Veterans Council. He talked with the next gen vets and several of them 
will be participating. It is an amazing and motivating experience to see all of the first responders 
completing this race in their full gear and uniforms. He said if anyone needs infonnation they 
can Google Tunnel to Towers or call the Veterans Council at 772-410-5820 if they want to sign 
up to run with the veterans. 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A) Pokemon Go Follow-up - Police Officer Anna Carden 

Mr. Young said that Police Officer Anna Carden had other obligations and could not attend 
today's meeting, but he did speak with her. The consensus across the nation is that Pokemon Go 
was a fad that slowed down once school started. 

7. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS 

A) Monument Proposal Process 

Mr. Young commented that occasionally he is contacted by individuals about putting together a 
monument that they believe should be included on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. He 
encourages anyone interested in adding a monument to work directly with the Veterans Council 
and Mr. Slezak to make sure it is in accordance with the Island's master plan. The tradition for 
Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary is to not recognize individuals except for the cenotaphs. 

Mr. Matthews stated that traditionally it is a Veterans organization that supports and proposes 
monuments and not just an individual. 

Mr. Young said they do not want to discourage individuals, but they need to get with a Veterans 
organization. 

Mr. Matthews announced that there will be a dedication of a Gold Star Family monument at the 
Memorial Park in Port St. Lucie on September 25, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. He explained that Gold 
Star Families are those who have lost a son, daughter, or family member in combat. 

Mr. Dexter explained that Mr. Slezak was contacted by Mr. Tommy Matthews, Saint Edward's 
School Chaplain, who was looking for a service project for their high school students. The 
school would like to give something back to the community, so they proposed cleaning some of 
the City Parks. One (1) of the ideas the City had was cleaning the monuments and benches on 
Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. They will be meeting with the school on site this Thursday 
to go over what needs to be done, but the cleaning project will take place next Tuesday from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The students will be working in the entire Riverside Park area, but this 
part of the project will take place on the Island. 
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Mr. Slezak recognized Home Depot for sponsoring this project and providing all the supplies. 
He said that Saint Edward's School wants to make this an annual event. 

Mr. Dexter reported that the Queen Pahn Trees that line the walkway on Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary from the flagpole to the ceremonial circle are declining because of a fungus. 
He said that Ms. Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manger, located a source for purchasing 
Ribbon Palm Trees to replace the Queen Palms. The Ribbon Palms seem to be resistant to the 
fungus and their goal is to have the new trees planted before Veterans Day. 

B) Veterans Day Ceremony Plans 

Mr. Young announced that the ceremony for Veterans Day will be on Friday November 11, 2016 
at Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. Major General Clay Buckingham will be traveling from 
Washington, D.C. to be a guest speaker. The Buckingham's are a native family of Indian River 
County. He shared some accounts and infonnation about Major General Buckingham including 
that he is a Silver Star recipient from serving in combat in Korea. 

Mr. Matthews reminded the viewing audience that Veterans Day is nonnally recognized on the 
11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month, but because the City of Sebastian has their ceremony 
at 11:00 a.m. Vero Beach holds their event at 9:00 a.m. in order to allow people to attend both 
events. 

8. MEMBER'S MATTERS 

Mr. Matthews announced that the Marine Corp Ball will take at Pointe West on November 12, 
2016 at 5:30 p.m. They will be celebrating the 241st anniversary of the Marine Corp, but there is 
a tribute to all branches of the military. They are expecting approximately 150 people to attend. 
It is semiformal or formal and they encourage veterans to wear their military uniforms if they 
have them. 

Mr. Matthews asked to be excused from the October meeting. 

Mr. Herman also asked to be excused from next month's meeting. 

9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A) Next Meeting Date - October 5, 2016 

The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled 
for October 5, 2016. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

Today's meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 

/rh 
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