
VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, July 6, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A) June 1, 2016 

 
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Request for Use of the Island – Alzheimer & Parkinson Association of Indian 
 River County – Mrs. Margaret (Peggy) Cunningham, Executive Director and 
 Mrs. Judith F. Lemoncelli, Director of Development  

B. Request for Use of the Island -  Mr. Jeff Matthews – Matthews Family Promotion 
 Service 

C. Flag Storm Procedures  
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Recap of Buck McTee Retirement Ceremony 
B. Status of Joel Keen Cenotaph Marker  
C. Recap of Veterans Outreach Golf Tournament  

 
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 

 
A. Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Restrictions on Golf Carts and Traffic 
 Circle 

B. Mystery Veterans: Robert E. Palmer, Fred D. Coleman, Edward G. Courtney 
 and Jim Williams  

C. Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Veterans Highlight: Donald S. Humphrey 
 and Nicholas W. Jennings 

   
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 

 
9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 
A)    Next Meeting Date – August 3, 2016 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 



This is a Public Meeting.  Should any interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the 
Committee with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record 
of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.  Anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting may contact the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 



VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2016-10:00 a.m. 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

PRESENT: Chairman, Anthony Young; Members: John Matthews, Joel Herman, and Alternate 
Member Curtis Paulis:i.n Also Present~ Recreation Director,. Rob Slevlc, and Senior Administrative 
Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

Excused Absences: Alma Lee Loy and Barbara Fallon 

1. CALL TO ORDER 


Today's meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 


2. 	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Committee mem·bers and the audience joined· together in the Pledge of .iAJlegiance to the flag. 

3. 	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) May 4, 2016 

Mr. Hennan asked to make one correction to the May 4, 2016 minutes. On page four in the first 
sentence it states to call Pat Dyer, but it should read Pat Geyer. 

Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2016 Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting with the one correction made. Mr. Paulisin 
seconded the motion- ~ind it passed- -un-animouslyo 

4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None 

5. 	 NEW BUSINESS 

A) Chief Petty Officer Buck McTee Retirement Ceremony- M:r. Tony Young 

Mr. Young reported that Chief Petty Officer Buck McTee's retirement ceremony is scheduled for 
June 24, 2016 and everythi11g is proceedi11g as plarll1ed. 

Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director, reported that the ceremony will take place at noon on June 24th, 
so it will be very hot. He asked them to make sure that people have plenty of water, bring a chair, 
and to sit in the shade. Everything is in order with the sound system, podium, and chairs. 

Mr. Herman asked how many people are they expecting to attend. 

Mr. Slezak replied that there might be 150 - 200 people attending this ceremony. 



Mr. Young announced that Mr. McTee confirmed there is an on-line invitation for anyone who would 
like to attend. It will be a fun, uplifting occasion. 

B) Vero Beach Air Show - Colonel Martin Zickert 

Mr. Young reported that the Vero Beach Air Show will be held on June 25 - 26 and it will be 
spectacular. There are a lot of orga..'1.izations, including the Veterans Council, that are participating or 
are involved with this event. 

Mr. Paulisin announced that the Veterans Outreach Program still has a few tickets left over for the air 
show. He said if there are any veterans who cannot afford the tickets and would like to attend to 
please contact him. 

Mr. Young commented that veterans can purchase tickets in advance for $10, or they will be $25 on 
the day of the event. 

Mr. Slezak confirmed that the event will be held on June 25 -26. He also announced that there will a 
4th of July event at Riverside Park on July 4, 2016. 

Mr. Young stated that normally there is a big turnout for that event. He asked Mr. Slezak if he knew 
how many people attended last year. 

Mr. Slezak explained that they include all the people from Riverside Park, Royal Palm Pointe, Young 
Park, the bridges, the boats in the water, and the Miracle Mile area. They estimated there was 20,000 
- 25,000 in attendance last year. 

Mr. Paulisin said he heard that they will have some local bands there this year . 

.t'v'".il. Slezak replied yes. There will be four ( 4) -0r five ( 5) bands playing before the firev1orks. It 
should be a great event with a lot of good sponsors, foods trucks, and children's activities. 

Mr. Young asked who handles the actual fireworks. Is it the Fire Department or the company that 
supplies the fireworks. 

Mr. Slezak replied that It IS a combination of the City, the Fire Department, and Zambelli 
International, who handles the pyrotechnics. 

Mr. Young asked ifthe City receives donations to help cover the cost of the July 4th event. 

!v1r. Slezak replied that they love to receive donations, but most of the money comes from 
sponsorships. They usually make a little money, but it goes towards offsetting the cost. 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A) Recap of Zero Dark Thirty Tribute - Mr. Bruce Cady 

Mr. Young said that for those who could not attend Zero Dark Thirty is was an overnight endurance 
workout. There were approximately 60 individuals who participated from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. The 
energy and enthusiasm was outstanding. The proceeds from the event went to the Veterans Council 
of Indian River County. 

http:t'v'".il


B) Recap of Memorial Day May 30, 2016 - Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director 

Mr. Slezak reported that this was one of largest Memorial Day crowds they have ever had and he 
estimated there were no less than 1,800 people in attendance. He said he wanted to thank his staff, 
the Public Works Department, and the Police Department. One department that does not get enough 
recognition is the Transmission and Distribution Department (T&D} The Republican Women's 
Association donated the flags, but the T&D Department puts them up on the bridges. Everyone does 
a tremendous job to make it run smoothly. They had plenty of water and the Boy Scouts did a 
wonderful job handing it out. 

Mr. Paulisin said he has never seen so many people for this event. 

Mr. Young commented that the Military Moms were on the bridge welcoming people as they arrived. 
He thought that was fantastic. He said that the Gold Star Family members who spoke about their lost 
loved ones were the highlight of the event. 

C) Keen Cenotaph Order -1\fr. Don Dexter, Public \Vorks 1\fanager 

Mr. Young reported that Mrs. Fay Keen, which is Joel Keen's daughter-in-law, provided him with 
another photo of Joel Keen and one of his wife. He said that he provided a copy to each of the 
Committee members (on file in the City Clerk's office). He commented that there are still three (3) 
individuals recognized with cenotaph markers who remain a mystery. He is looking for more precise 
infonnation on Edward Courtney, Fred Coleman, and one other Veteran. He encouraged anyone who 
has stories of those honored on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary to contact the Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee. 

7. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS 

A) Island Color Nursery Thank You 

Mr. Young stated that he would like to thank Island Color, LLC for providing the flowers that lined 
the walkway for the Memorial Day service. The red, white, and blue flowers and the flags on the 
cenotaph markers were beautiful. It was very meaningful to him to see the number of people taking 
their time to look at the memorials on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

Mr. Paulisin commented that Mrs. Jamie Owens was inspirational and he believes the young children 
enjoyed listening to her. 

1\fu. Hennan stated that he loves to see the children and young adults attending these events with their 
parents. The High School band and the Boy Scouts did a great job. 

B) Zero Dark Thirty Veterans Highlight 

Mr. Young commented that the Commission members all received a copy of the Zero Dark Thirty 
Veteran Highlights that he put together (on file in the City Clerk's office). In the Luminaries section 
of the Press Journal Newspaper there was a summary of the tributes that were provided to Orchid 
Island Cross fit. 

8. MEMBER'S MATTERS 
6 3 age 



Mr. Paulisin reported that the Veterans Outreach Golf Tournament will be held on June 18, 2016 at 
the Sandridge Golf Course. Registration is at 7:00 a.m. and the tournament starts at 8:00 a.m. The 
cost is $60.00, but they also have scholarships available. For more information they can call Pay 
Geyer at (772) 205-1995. He announced that the Veterans Council received a brand new bus 
yesterday, which is used to transport veterans to doctor appointments and to the VA Medical Center 
in \Vest Palm Beach. 

Mr. Herman stated that there are still volunteer positions available for the Vero Beach Air Show. 
Anyone who wants to volunteer can contact the Veterans Council, the Veterans Service Office, or the 
City for information on who to call to get signed up. 

9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A) Next .Meeting Date - July 6, 2016 

The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
July 6, 2016. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

Today's meeting adjourned at 10:21 a.m. 

/rh 



To C.M. Called App. To Guards Notified Paid Special Notes -A-J 
City of Vero Beach Recreation Department 

2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960 
(772) 567-2144, fax (772) 778-6515 

REQUEST FOR THE USE OF 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 

The undersigned, on his/her own behalf or as authorized agent of A12-h eim.t.,/<. "/- Flu.l1AISrJ;i,, I} S:-~/ll.. 
hereinafter "Applicant," respectfully requests the use ofVeteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. ~ .I.R (_ 

Date ofEvent:1JO\/. J;;).J 20 lb Type of Event WtrLJ< Tb K€1trJ t3n<B t=fZ. 


Total Time Requested: 7.' 30 ~ - l;;....NooV (from set-up/event to clean-up/departure) 


Estimated Number of people to attend: 70 0 


Electric Needed: Yes or €)(Please circle) 

1. 	 Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary has been designated as a park for the quiet contemplation 

of those who have given their lives in the service of this country. Any use of this park should 

observe solemnity of this special area. Weddings, receptions, running, ball playing, horseplay, 

or other inappropriate activity will not be allowed. 


2. 	 Ifpreparation time is required for the event, this time should be included with the overall request 

for the use of this facility to avoid any schedule conflicts. 


3. 	 Parking for the applicant and his/her quests is allowed only in designated areas, parking in grass 

areas in not permitted. Vehicles are not permitted on Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 


4. 	 The applicant shall be responsible for the complete cleanup of the area after the event. This 

cleanup will include all foreign matter that has been transported to this area by the applicant, its 

guests, or other spectators. 


5. 	 There will be no digging, underground installations, tents, or temporary building installations, or 

pruning of foliage without prior specific permission of the City Manager or his designee. This 

authorization must be obtained in writing in advance of any action of the above on the part of the 

applicant. All applicants with authorization who plan to do this type of activity must confirm the 

location of any underground facilities/ utilities by contacting the following agencies. 


a. 	 Southern Bell (1-800-432-4700) 
b. 	 Water & Sewer (978-5220) 

6. 	 If the applicant plans to decorate, all decorations must be removed on the same day. 

7. 	 No alcoholic beverages may be consumed on this property at any time. 

8. 	 No loud music or other objectionable noise or amplification is permitted in this area. 

Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and Information.doc 	 Revised: 08/03/11 



9. This application should be submitted to the Recreation Department 45 days prior to the event. 

10. Special Requests: ,. I -1-..

IVO '1J?ec/J/let/6;::. 

The undersigned certifies that he/she has read and understands the foregoing. Further, the 
undersigned certifies that he/she is authorized to obligate the organization or group he/she 
represents in making this request and ensuring compliance with these rules. 

':.., 

Signed,:·. l~~c;;A-~'-" ). C c__--

Print: Jn fr&;,A~~T Cu.NNIN6 hfl-tvl 
Name of Organization: 11L2J=I €11111€7\ 'f- PtrP.1<.1A1SoA/ /jrJ Al. oFIR(_ 
Address: ~300 ~-;A ftVEAJU€'° , VERO (3€1tCtf1 FL Zip: "$2-q6 CJ 

/I 

Telephone#: ??;;_. '.{'b s- 0 s0 ~ E-mail f eg&~ G. @. aIzpark. ()d 
Website: tvWW. hle-ino~ ~ &!_w..fkn. "-[) 

APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDATION BY: 

THE VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: 

DATE: ______ 
(Signature) 

THE VETERAN'S COUNCIL OF INDIAL'l" RIVER COUNTY: 

DATE: -----
(Signature) 

THE VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 

DATE: -----
(Signature) 

APPROVAL BY THE CITY MANAGER: 

DATE: -----
(Signature) 

I/you encounter any problems during your use ofthis location, 

please call the Supervisor on Duty at 538-1397, or 

the Vero Beach Police Department non-emergency 


Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and Information.doc Revised: 08103111 



'-t2)
To C.M. Called App. To Guards Notified Paid Special Notes 

City of Vero Beach Recreation Department 

2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960 


(772) 567-2144, fax (772) 778-6515 


REQUEST FOR THE USE OF 

VETERAN'S MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY 


:r::ft fl\ A'\\ \\·tv:) SThe undersigned, on his/her own behalf or as authorized agent of__~__"-___________ 

hereinafter "Applicant," respectfully requests the use of Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

~ . 	 . , 

Date of Event: . _ 
1 v L-Y ~ tto\bType of Event <) t,.L .A-\l.t\c(w,1('.) 

~'· ' 	 ~· ft, ,,,.;;, \ "') O·

Total Time Requested: 'd: -~ u4,._,.._ -'t « i;.O,,t-.,...._ (from set-up/event to clean-up/departure) 

\ ' ,,,,,,,,, 

Estimated Number of people to attend: V I:.> 


Electric Needed: Yes or (§.;>(Please circle) 

1. 	 Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary has been designated as a park for the quiet contemplation 
of those who have given their lives in the service of this country. Any use of this park should 
observe solemnity of this special area. Weddings, receptions, running, ball playing, horseplay, 
or other inappropriate activity will not be allowed. 

2. 	 Ifpreparation time is required for the event, this time should be included with the overall request 
for the use of this facility to avoid any schedule conflicts. 

3. 	 Parking for the applicant and his/her quests is allowed only in designated areas, parking in grass 
areas in not permitted. Vehicles are not permitted on Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary. 

4. 	 The applicant shall be responsible for the complete cleanup of the area after the event. This 
cleanup will include all foreign matter that has been transported to this area by the applicant, its 
guests, or other spectators. 

5. 	 There will be no digging, underground installations, tents, or temporary building installations, or 
pruning of foliage without prior specific permission of the City Manager or his designee. This 
authorization must be obtained in writing in advance of any action of the above on the part of the 
applicant. All applicants with authorization who plan to do this type of activity must confirm the 
location of any underground facilities/ utilities by contacting the following agencies. 

a. 	 Southern Bell (1-800-432-4700) 
b. 	 Water & Sewer (978-5220) 

6. 	 If the applicant plans to decorate, all decorations must be removed on the same day. 

7. 	 No alcoholic beverages may be consumed on this property at any time. 

8. 	 No loud music or other objectionable noise or amplification is permitted in this area. 

Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and Information.doc 	 Revised: 08/03/11 



9. This application should be submitted to the Recreation Department 45 days prior to the event. 

10. Special Requests: 

The undersigned certifies that he/she has read and understands the foregoing. Further, the 
undersigned certifies that he/she is authorized to obligate the organization or group he/she 
represents in making this request and ensuring compliance with these rules. 

Print: VVl4,-\\~? 


Name of Organization: __ _·_.,,._,_-;. -_r_,1\_·vi._·_"~_(--11,__--1-f-~-;.;y_·!"_,,.._·~_·'_l-_r~_-___ 


7

VV_'\_4-_·_._.~_- __ ... ~f_·-~_.,.'{l.._'v_-P_'·4'-_~_-._·____ 

-)~.,. /") .;-1.. J $,"-\ I f) Q. ...., L" ,r• 
Address: -~--'--'·-~___J"'lt'_v_~_____,.Lf,_·,'--.,--''.>~-----"!_-_"_...__.___ Zip: .:) 2 -1 c, 'L 

APPROVAL AND RECOMMENDATION BY: 


TERAN~ S~~CE OFFICE OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: , 

y ~ DATE:.2) :;{J;t}I~ 
(Signature) 

THE VETERAN'S COUNC L OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: 


/] -~ DATE: QI{ JJJ ~·~ 

DATE: }/1(("oj:j ~j{,, 

DATE: 6P>/J ~ 
{ . 

Ifyou encounter any problems during your use ofthis location, 

please call the Supervisor on Duty at 538-1397, or 

the Vero Beach Police Department non-emergency 


Veteran's Memorial Island Park Use Form and Information.doc Revised: 08/03/11 



Slezak, Rob 

To: Matthews, Jeff 
Subject: RE: my brother Joe's info for Memorial Island 

-----Original Message----
From: Matthews, Jeff 
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2016 2:31 PM 
To: Slezak, Rob 
Subject: my brother Joe's info for Memorial Island 

Rob-

I am out today with my son while liz is with her dad. I have the paper work for this on my 
desk at Leisure. I spoke to Tony Young last week. He advised me to get all of the attached 
information to you with paper work and that it could probably be walked through to Jim. I 
know this is not the usual procedure, but my brother is only here the week of July 4th. We 
are open to any morning after the 4th- it will be my family and his only and shouldn't take 
more than 15-30mins with my father doing the permotion service. I will get memorial paperwork 
to you in the morning. 
Thanks-
Jeff Matthews 
City of Vero Beach Rec &Parks 
Manager of Leisure Square 
3705 16th street 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
772-770-6500 
772-770-1854 fax 
email- jmatthews@covb.org 

From: Joe Matthews [joematthews20@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2016 9:48 PM 
To: Matthews, Jeff 
Subject: Joe's info for Memorial Island 

Jeff, 

Attached is a letter to the committee, my bio and my ORB. 

Thanks for the assistance. 

Joe 

1 

mailto:joematthews20@gmail.com
mailto:email-jmatthews@covb.org


June 19. 2016 

Dear Veterans Council oflndian River County, 

I am writing to request the use ofVetenms Island Memorial Sanctuary for my promotion ceremony to 

Colonel. My parents moved to Vero Beach over forty years ago. My three brothers. sister and I grew up 

in Vero admirl.ng the memorials on v1MS. This will be the first chance, and maybe the only one, in 

which my father, Dr. John H. Matthews, Captain USAF Retired. can promote me in our hometo\~n since 

I enlisted in the Army twenty-four years ago. 

My recent returned from my third deployment to Afghanistan, coupled with four deployments to Iraq, 

has given me a greater appreciation for VIMS. To be promoted among memorials to our past wars and 

among my family would be a lasting memory. 

Enclosed are copies ofmy biography and officer's record brief. I am number 131 on the Regular 

Army Colonel promotion list published in 2015. My promotion ordt.'!S will be published on July 15th. 

Thank you for taking time to consider my request 

Very Sincerely. 

Joseph G. Matthews 

LTC(P). USA 

Cell (443) 949-5418 

http:admirl.ng


Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Joseph G. Matthews' Biography as of 30 May 2016 

Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Joseph G. Matthews is a native of Vero Beach, Florida. 
He enlisted in the Infantry in the Georgia Army National Guard and upon graduating in 
1994, from North Georgia College, commissioned as an Air Defense Artillery Officer 
through the Reserve Officers Training Corps. After completing the Air Defense Artillery 
Basic Course at Fort Bliss, Texas, he was assigned to the 5th Battalion, 5th Air Defense 
Artillery Regiment at Camp Stanley, South Korea. He served as the Battalion 
Maintenance Officer and Avenger Platoon Leader. He was subsequently assigned to Fort 
Stewart, Georgia, where he served as a Stinger Platoon Leader and Sentinel Radar 
Platoon Leader in the 1st Battalion, 3rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment. 

Upon completion of the Military Intelligence Captain's Career Course, he was assigned 
to the 10th Mountain Division (Light Infantry) G-2 Operations staff at Fort Drum and 
deployed to Bosnia. After his return from Bosnia he served as the S-2 for the 2nd 
Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, and then as Assistant S-3 and B Company 
Commander for the 110th Military Intelligence Battalion. Following company 
command, he was assigned to the 116th Air Control Wing, Robins Air Force Base, 
Georgia, where he served as the Army Mission Commander onboard the E-8C JSTARS 
during four deployments in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He then returned to 
Fort Drum and deployed with the 10th Mountain Division (Light Infantry) G-2 staff to 
Afghanistan. He formed and led the first joint, multinational intelligence and operations 
fusion center at Kandahar Air Field. He redeployed to Fort Drum and served as the 3rd 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team's S-2 for their deployment back to Afghanistan. During 
the deployment he also served as the S-3 for 3rd Brigade Special Troops Battalion. 

His first joint assignment was in the Office of the Secretary of Defense for Policy, with 
duty at the George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies in Garmisch
Partenkirchen, Germany, where he assisted in developing strategic communication 
engagement strategies. His most recent joint assignment was at the National Security 
Agency's Counter-Terrorism Mission Management Center, where he served in the 
position of Senior Counter-Terrorism Operations Leader. Upon completion of command 
of the 742nd Military Intelligence Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Matthews 
returned to Afghanistan to serve as the Deputy J-2 for the Special Operations Joint 
Task Force-Afghanistan. 

Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Matthews is a graduate of the Air Defense Artillery 
Officer Basic Course, Military Intelligence Officer Transition Course, Captain's Career 
Course, Combined Arms Service Staff School, and Air Force Command and Staff College. 
He holds a Bachelors of Arts degree in History from North Georgia College and a 
Masters of Military Operational Art and Science degree from the Air University. He 
was selected this year to attend the Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania. 

His awards and decorations include the BSM (10LC), DMSM (lOLC), MSM (20LC), AM 
(2), JCOM, ARCOM (20LC), AFCM, AAM (20LC), JMUA (10LC), MUG, Combat Action 
Badge, Army Parachutist's Badge, Army Aviation Crewmember's Badge, and Office of 
the Secretary of Defense Identification Badge. 

Page 1 of2 



Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Joseph G. Matthews' Biography as of 30 May 2016 

Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable) Matthews and his beautiful wife of 19 years, Sarah E. 
Matthews of Wadley, Georgia, have three fun-loving children: Alaina (16), Mary (13), 
and David (9). 

Page 2of2 
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