
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES (HPC) 
THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2016  9:30 A.M. 

CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Anna Brady; Vice Chairman Debra Atwell; Member: George Childers  ALSO 
PRESENT:  Tammy Vock, City Clerk 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. 
 
Excused Absence:  Deborah Daige 
Unexcused Absence:  Jeffrey Ray 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A) February 11, 2016 
 
Mr. Childers made a motion to approve the February 11, 2016 minutes.  Ms. Atwell seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A) Historic Plaque Design – Report from Ms. Debra Atwell 
 
Ms. Atwell reported that she spoke with Mr. Jeremy Wise from Paul Zimmerman Foundries and 
everything concerning the plaque seems to be moving along and they are ready to proceed.  She has 
been told that the plaque should be completed by the end of April.   
 
Mrs. Brady asked Ms. Atwell to explain what has taken place concerning the cost of the plaque since 
their last meeting.   
 
Ms. Atwell explained that the fabricating is the same.  She briefly went over the new invoice that they 
have received ($40.00 more than the original price quoted).  She noted that Mr. Wise recommended 
coating the plaque with lacquer.  The increase in price was because of the high polish. 
 
Ms. Atwell brought up the old Diesel Plant and wondered if there were any problems with that property 
and its historic designation since the property is changing ownership.  
 
Mrs. Brady said there was not.  She explained that the property had already been designated historical 
and the person who is purchasing the property is aware of that. 
 
Mrs. Tammy Vock, City Clerk, told the Commission that she would contact Mr. Wise and let him know 
that it was the consensus of the Commission to move forward on the plaque. 
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B) Letters to Property Owners – Report from Mr. George Childers 
 
Mr. Childers reported that he sent the letter to the Clerk and she has provided copies of it to the 
Commission.  He took the changes that the Commission made at their last meeting and incorporated 
them into the letter.  He also did some restructuring in the third paragraph of the letter. 
 
Mrs. Brady commented that she did review the letter and has some additional changes that she feels 
needs to be made.  She said that she attended a Preservation Workshop in West Palm Beach last week, 
which probably stimulated some of these changes.  She said in the first paragraph the words historic 
resource need to be added before the word “survey.”  In the fourth paragraph the last sentence needs 
to be reworded and the last paragraph needs to be changed to let the public know if they have any 
questions that they need to be directed to the Planning and Development Department.  She said if Mr. 
Childers did not have a problem with her making these changes she would be happy to do so.  She said if 
they need to have a Special Call meeting in order to approve the final letter then she would call one.  
They also need to set up going and looking at the properties where demolition has occurred and there 
are no buildings on the property anymore.  She didn’t want the letters to go out until this has been 
done. 
 
Mr. Childers had no problem with having Mrs. Brady make those changes to the letter.  He said that he 
would send the document in word to Mrs. Vock for her to send to Mrs. Brady. 
 
Mrs. Brady stated that she would like the letter to go out in May.  Mr. Childers commented that he will 
not be able to make their April meeting.  The Commission changed their meeting date to April 20th at 
9:30 a.m.  Mrs. Vock will contact the two (2) members who were not at today’s meeting and let them 
know.  At the April 20th meeting the Commission will hopefully give their final approval on the letter. 
 
Mr. Childers said that he would work on the database for the property addresses and sort them by 
subdivisions.  He will send this information to Mrs. Vock so that she can get it to the members so that 
they can go out on their own and look at the properties where there is no building standing anymore 
and letters will not be sent out to those properties.  Mr. Childers said that he would have this done 
sometime in the month of April.  
 
C) Historic Matching Grant Request – Report from Chairman Anna Brady 
 
Mrs. Brady reported that she has been working with Mr. McGarry in the Planning and Development 
Department on the historic matching grant.  She will be going before the City Council in April to ask for 
funding to match the grant.   
 
D) City Hall Marker Installation – Date/May 3, 2016  9:00 a.m. 
 
The date for the City Hall Marker installation has been tentatively set for May 3rd at 9:00 a.m.  Mrs. 
Brady will coordinate with the Historical Society to make sure that this date works for them. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Atwell was anxious to have them wrap up on some of the things that they have been working on 
before coming up with any new business. 
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6. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
None 
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 
 
Mrs. Brady reported that she will be attending the next City Council meeting to present to Council the 
Commission’s Annual Report.  At that same meeting the Cultural Arts Council will be presenting their 
report on the Cultural Arts Village. 
 
Mrs. Brady briefly reported on the Historic Preservation Workshop that she attended last week in West 
Palm Beach.  She said there is a Preservation Planner who is going to various cities in the state in getting 
feedback on what the state can do better in regards to preservation.  She reminded the Commission 
members that Ms. Laferty provided them information at their last meeting concerning these Workshops 
and there is a link that they can click on and fill out a survey expressing their concerns.  She encouraged 
the members to do that.  She said on Friday at the Workshop meeting the Building Official from West 
Palm Beach was there and he talked about historic preservation and the Florida Building Code.  She 
planned to get with the Indian River County Building Director to make sure that the historic buildings in 
the City have been flagged as being historical.  She would like to have the Building Director from West 
Palm Beach come to Indian River County and give a Workshop.  
 
Mr. Childers mentioned the big turnover of Building Officials that has occurred over the last couple of 
years.  He suggested having something in writing to give to the Building Department, as well as the 
Building Director and it should not be limited to just those properties already designated historical, but 
include potential properties that in the future might be able to have the designation.  
 
Mrs. Brady explained that the designated building definition is included in the Florida Building Code and 
the National Register criteria is followed.  She mentioned this is why it is so important to keep the 
historic resource survey up to date.  
 
Ms. Atwell asked what is the process for properties that are eligible to be designated historical. 
 
Mrs. Brady explained the question being asked by Ms. Atwell is one of the reasons that she wants to 
have a conversation with the Building Director.  She brought up the Florida Building Code and said 
within that Code there is an existing Building Code and new Codes that have been adopted.  At the 
Workshop it was explained that for historic buildings, property owners need to start with the existing 
Building Code and the section in the Code where the state has adopted a list of designations for historic 
buildings.  She reiterated that it was important for her to touch base with the Building Director to make 
sure that they have all this information and are correctly advising property owners with this correct 
information.  The Commission members agreed that was important. 
 
Mrs. Brady stated that she would provide a copy of the presentation given at the Workshop to the 
members.  
 
8. STAFF MATTERS 
 
None 
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9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m. 
 
/tv 
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