
 PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES 
 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2016 - 1:30 PM 
 CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Lawrence Lauffer; Members: Don Croteau, Linda Hillman, Alternate 
Member #1, Richard Cahoy and Alternate Member #2, Ken Daige  Also Present: Planning and 
Development Director, Tim McGarry; Assistant City Attorney, Kira Honse and Deputy City Clerk, 
Sherri Philo 
 
Excused Absences: Honey Minuse and Norman Wells 
 
I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A) Agenda Additions and/or Deletions 
 
None 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

B)    Regular Meeting – November 3, 2016 
 
Mr. Croteau made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2016 Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting.  Mr. Daige seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IV. WORKSHOP 
 

A) Discussion of Draft Goal, Objectives and Policies (GOPs) for the 
Infrastructure Element of the Comprehensive Plan  

 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, reported that once they have gone through 
all the Elements of the Comprehensive Plan, he would bring before the Board a clean copy of the 
entire document with all the graphics and without all the strikethroughs at a workshop meeting prior 
to it going to public hearing.    
 
Mr. McGarry gave a brief overview of the proposed changes to Chapter 6 – Infrastructure Element 
Goals, Objectives, and Policies with the Board members showing during the overview maps of 
Future Drainage Projects, Septic Tank Effluent Pump (STEP) System Program, and Soils and 
Recharge Areas (attached to the original minutes).   
 
Mr. Croteau referred to page 6-6, Objective 4 – Capital Improvements, Section 4.3.  He suggested 
that they add “and maintenance” to the end of the statement so it would read, “The City shall seek 
federal, state, Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program and other governmental and non-
governmental grants or low interest loans as appropriate to help fund stormwater system 
improvements and maintenance.”   Mr. McGarry said that he would make that change. 
 
Mr. McGarry pointed out that the note in red after Section 4.5, the statement should read “A 
stormwater utility does “not” use ad valorem taxes for its revenues.”  
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Mr. Daige referred to page 6-18, Objective 1 – Potable Water Service Concurrent with Development, 
Section 1.9.  He referred to a situation where out west there were possibly some big industries on line 
who wanted to go down and get into the aquifer, pull up the water and possibly send down certain 
chemicals.  He asked if they should have something in the policies where the City going forward 
keeps an eye on it because that is where they would be getting a lot of their drinking water. 
 
Mr. McGarry explained that St. John’s River Water Management (SJRWM) does groundwater 
monitoring, model estimates on what is available, etc.   
 
Mr. Daige said that he was not looking for details, but something for people to be aware of. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would add a general policy. 
 
Mr. Croteau noted that on pages 6-19 and 6-20, Objective 3 - Capital Improvements, the Policy 
Section numbers needed to be changed from “4” to “3.”  He noted that under Section 3.1 the word 
County should be City. 
 
V.  DISCUSSION OF ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Mr. McGarry said historically he would prepare a draft Annual Report and have the Chairman look 
at it before bringing it before the Board for their approval.  He suggested that they do the same this 
year.  The Board members agreed. 
 
VI. PLANNING DEPARTMENT MATTERS 
 
None 
 
VII. BOARD MEMBERS’ MATTERS 
 
Mr. Daige referred to the Ordinance the Board approved on the land development regulation 
regarding medical marijuana dispensaries.  He said it was his understanding that they strengthened 
the Code with some of the State language and the things currently in the Code did not change. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that is correct.  He noted that he did report to the Board that the State preempted 
the City’s ability to regulate cultivation and processing.  He reported that there are at least two (2) 
parties interested.  He said they were worried that if they didn’t put their foot in the door someone 
else would come in ahead of them.  Therefore, staff agreed to allow them to submit, but they won’t 
be allowed to move forward without a complete application.   
 
Ms. Kira Honse noted that those that can operate a dispensary are also those that are growing it.  
Therefore, not anyone can come in and operate a dispensary.   
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 2:41 p.m. 
 
/sp 
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