
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES 
 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 - 1:30 PM 
 CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Lawrence Lauffer; Vice Chairman, Honey Minuse; Members: Norman 
Wells, Alternate Member #1, Richard Cahoy and Alternate Member #2, Kenneth Daige  Also 
Present: Planning and Development Director, Tim McGarry; Planner, Gayle Lafferty; Assistant City 
Attorney, Peggy Lyon and Deputy City Clerk, Sherri Philo 
 
Excused Absences: Don Croteau and Linda Hillman 
 
I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A) Agenda Additions and/or Deletions 
 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, noted that item IV - A) would be heard as a 
quasi-judicial hearing. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A.   Regular/Workshop Meeting – August 18, 2016 
 
Mrs. Minuse made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 18, 2016 Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting.  Mr. Daige seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 

B.   Regular/Workshop Meeting – September 1, 2016 
 
Mrs. Minuse made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2016 Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IV. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 A. Code Compliance Certification Application #CC16-000371 Submitted by City 

of Vero Beach Public Works Department to Install 894 Feet of Eight Foot High 
Chain Link Fence with One Foot Barbed Wire Top at 1225 16th Street – City 
Storage Yard  

 
The Chairman read Code Compliance Certification Application #CC16-000371 by title only. 
 
There were no ex parte communications reported. 
 
The Deputy City Clerk swore in staff testifying for today’s public hearing en masse. 
 
Ms. Gayle Lafferty, Planner, went over staff’s report with the Board members (attached to the 
original minutes).  Based on the need to protect the public from hazardous material, possibility of 
theft, and individuals injuring themselves in the storage yard, staff finds that the applicant has 
provided adequate demonstration of need.  Staff recommends approval of the request for the 
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installation of the proposed eight-foot high fence with one-foot of barbed wire on top.  
 
The Chairman opened and closed the public hearing at 1:35 p.m., with no one wishing to be heard. 
 
Mrs. Minuse asked does the existing fence have barbed wire on top of it.   
 
Ms. Lafferty answered yes. 
 
Mr. Cahoy asked does the existing eight-foot fence and proposed eight-foot fence include the barbed 
wire. 
 
Ms. Lafferty said there is an eight-foot chain-link fence with one-foot of barbed wire on top for a 
total of nine-feet. 
 
Mr. McGarry said they were basically extending the existing fence to cover that area. 
 
Mr. Wells made a motion that the Board approves Code Compliance Certification Application 
#CC16-000371 as recommended by staff.  Mrs. Minuse seconded the motion and it passed 5-0 
with Mr. Daige voting yes, Mr. Cahoy yes, Mr. Wells yes, Mrs. Minuse yes, and Mr. Lauffer 
yes. 
 
V. WORKSHOP 
 

A. Discussion of Draft Goal, Objectives and Policies (GOPs) for the Conservation 
Element and Revised Draft GOPs for the Land Use and Housing Elements of 
the Comprehensive Plan  

 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, gave a brief overview of the proposed 
changes to Chapter 8 Conservation Element Goal, Objectives, and Policies with the Board members 
(attached to the original minutes).  He noted that on page 8-3, Section 2.3 needed to be revised and 
would probably be placed under storm drainage.    
 
*Please note that discussion took place throughout the presentation. 
 
Mr. Cahoy referred to page 8-4, Section 2.9.  He questioned why certain dates were specified. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would remove the dates because the dates could change in time. 
 
Mr. Daige referred to the map provided on Wellhead Protection Areas (attached to the original 
minutes).   
 
Mr. McGarry noted that not all of them are in use. 
 
Mr. Daige asked can the ones that are not in use function if needed. 
 
Mr. McGarry answered yes.     
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to page 8-12, Section 5.3.  He said if an individual owns a lot and there is a lot 
of invasive vegetation and native vegetation on the property that  intermingle with each other, it 
would be hard to remove the non-native vegetation without harming the native vegetation.  He asked 
how this would be viewed by the City.   
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Mr. McGarry said they were not writing the regulations, but the intent.   
 
Mr. Lauffer said that his daughter and son-in-law are building a home and they had to take down 
some native trees because they had to get the Pepper Trees off the property.  He asked if this would 
change the way the City would address a situation like this. 
 
Mr. McGarry said this would change how the City deals with tree removal.  He said that he would 
look at rewording this section.    
 
Mr. McGarry noted that Section “10.5” on page 8-21 should be Section “9.5.”   He said that he was 
going to work on the wording in this section and would bring it back before the Board.   
 
At this time, Mr. McGarry gave a brief overview of the revised changes to Chapter 2 – Land Use 
Element Goal, Objectives, and Policies with the Board members (attached to the original minutes).  
 
Mr. Cahoy referred to page 2-9, Section 1.22.  He asked why is it necessary to specify “youth sailing 
facility.”   
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would change “youth sailing facility” to “recreation facility.”   
 
Mr. Daige referred to page 2-10, Section 1.24.  He read the statement in part, “The intent of this 
zoning district is to provide for a transition and/or buffer between medium to high density residential 
and/or intensive non-residential uses or high volume traffic corridors to preserve the essentially 
residential character of existing residential areas…” He said that he understood about the buffer, 
but POI does not preserve the character of neighborhoods.  He wished that Mr. McGarry could figure 
out a way to word it differently.  He said there are a lot of RM-10 zoned areas where POI zones 
backed into them and degraded the residential neighborhoods.  He said they could up-zone the POI. 
 
Mr. McGarry said they would have to meet the requirements. 
 
Mr. Daige said it states in this section that it is good for residential neighborhoods.  He did not think 
it should be in there.  He said POI is not a good buffer. 
 
Mr. McGarry said they need to deal with this on a case-by-case basis.  He said the problem is that 
there are certain uses that need to be looked at more closely.    
 
Mr. Daige said that he was trying to figure out a way where it is not comfortable for someone to 
come along and up-zone, which could happen in the future.   
 
Mr. McGarry said the only up-zone that has been done was probably on the barrier island.  He said 
that he has not done any POI zoning on the mainland since he has worked for the City. 
 
Mr. Daige referred to State Road 60 where the “Welcome” sign is located.  He said that he would 
like to see the POI line there.  He said it is where the current POI zoning is and he would not like it 
to go any further south.  He said they had this problem a number of years ago at the height of 
development and they are getting back into the height of development.  He said by not having clear 
cut rules in place people are going to want to push that POI zone line back into the neighborhoods 
and he would like rules in place where they could not go any further to the south.   
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to page 2-30, Objective 8 – Cardinal Drive/Ocean Drive Commercial District / 
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Policies.  He said in several areas “Oceanside Business Association” is identified.  He questioned if 
they should be more generic, rather than identifying a certain group because groups change. 
 
Mr. McGarry agreed.  He said that he would make some changes.  He said there are some 
organizations that he would identify that would not change, such as “Main Street.”   
 
Mr. Lauffer noted that “Original Town Neighborhood Association” is mentioned.  
 
Mr. Daige said Original Town and Osceola Park each have a neighborhood plan and prior to review 
of this Comprehensive Plan, they were told that their plans would be included in the Comprehensive 
Plan.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would look at this again and make some changes.   
 
At this time, Mr. McGarry gave a brief overview of the revised changes to Chapter 4 – Housing 
Element Goal, Objectives, and Policies with the Board members (attached to the original minutes). 
 
Mrs. Minuse referred to page 4-11, Section 8.3.   
  
Mr. McGarry said that he would be reworking this Section so it reflects the Land Use Element.   
 
VI. PLANNING DEPARTMENT MATTERS 
 
Mr. McGarry reported that he would be bringing before the Board at their next meeting, a few 
options regarding hedge requirements for churches prior to him writing the actual Ordinance in that 
he would like some direction from the Board.    
 

A. Attached is the Florida Statute for Intergovernmental Programs as Promised 
by the Assistant City Attorney 

 
This item was not discussed.  The information was provided to the Board as promised by Mrs. Peggy 
Lyon, Assistant City Attorney and is on file in the City Clerk’s office.   
 
VII. BOARD MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
None 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
 
/sp 
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