
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES 
 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 - 1:30 PM 
 CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Lawrence Lauffer; Vice Chairman, Honey Minuse; Member, Norman Wells, 
Alternate Member #1, Richard Cahoy and Alternate Member #2, Kenneth Daige  Also Present: 
Planning and Development Director, Tim McGarry; Planner, Gayle Lafferty; Project Manager, Cheri 
Fitzgerald; Assistant City Attorney, Peggy Lyon and Deputy City Clerk, Sherri Philo 
 
Excused Absences:  Linda Hillman and Don Croteau 
 
 I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A) Agenda Additions and/or Deletions 
 
None 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
III. WORKSHOP 
 

A) Discussion of Draft Goal, Objectives and Policies (GOPs) for the Recreation     
    and Open Space and Coastal Management Elements of the Comprehensive       
    Plan 

 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, gave the Board members a copy of the 
Status of Comprehensive Plan Update (attached to the original minutes).  He then gave a brief 
overview of the proposed changes to Chapter 7 – Recreation and Open Space Element Goal, 
Objectives and Policies and Chapter 5 - Coastal Management Goal, Objectives and Policies with the 
Board members (both attached to the original minutes). 
 
*Please note that discussion took place throughout the presentation. 
 
Mrs. Minuse referred to page 7-1, Objective 1 – Access, Section 1.1.  She asked is Ocean Drive the 
only road with pedestrian easements to the beach. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would double check to be sure. 
 
Mrs. Minuse referred to Section 1.2.  She said the GoLine might not always be called the GoLine.  
She suggested the wording “public transport.” 
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would replace “GoLine” with either “public transport” or “any successor 
to GoLine.” 
 
Mr. Daige referred to Section 1.4.  He felt that the City should evaluate their recreational facilities for 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) every year, rather than every three (3) 
years. 
  
Mrs. Minuse referred to Section 1.3.  She suggested that they add the wording “with adjacent lands” 
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to the end of the statement.  Mr. McGarry agreed. 
 
Mr. Daige asked Mr. McGarry to discuss Section 1.4 with the Recreation Director because he felt 
that three (3) years was too long.   
 
Mr. McGarry noted that it states “at least” every three (3) years.  He said if staff feels it needs to be 
done every year they will do it every year, but it will have to be done at least every three (3) years. 
 
Mr. Cahoy referred to page 7-4, Section 3.4.  He asked is there a Master Plan for the entire Riverside 
Park area.  
 
Mr. McGarry answered no. 
 
Mr. Cahoy questioned that because of the various non-profit developments if they should have a long 
range plan in place.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that is the reason this Section was put in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Daige felt that they needed to get started on a Master Plan for Riverside Park.   
 
Mr. McGarry said they could add under Chapter 12 – Implementation and Monitoring, a priority to 
have a master plan.     
 
Mr. Cahoy referred to page 5-12, Section 3.5.  He questioned why they were not listing all the Parks. 
  
Mr. McGarry explained that this was establishing the highest priority areas for stabilization and re-
nourishment.   
 
After discussion, the Board agreed to remove “at Jaycee Park, Sexton Plaza, and Humiston Park” as 
to not to identify the areas.  
 
Mr. McGarry showed on the doc-cam a map of the Coastal High Hazard Area (attached to the 
original minutes).   
 
Mr. McGarry noted that on pages 5-18 and 5-19, under Section 6.5 items d-I should be numbered 1-
6.   Also, on page 5-23, under Policies, he would be adding another Section, which would be Section 
8.6 – storm drainage. 
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to page 5-26.  He questioned Section 10.5.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would rewrite this Section.   
 
IV. PLANNING DEPARTMENT MATTER’S 
 
Mr. McGarry said the Board would be discussing the conservation element at their next meeting.  He 
said that he would also bring back before them the revisions that the Board made to the land use 
element and the housing element.   
 
Mr. McGarry reported that there have been concerns presented to him by neighbors about the new 
church on 6th Avenue.  He explained that the City requires, under a conditional use, a six-foot hedge 
along the road, which blocks the neighbors’ view of the church and the landscaping.  He said it is 
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almost like they were putting up barriers to split the community.  Staff would like to prepare a draft 
Ordinance to bring back before the Board for their review.   
 
After discussion, the Board agreed to allow staff to prepare a draft Ordinance giving the Planning 
and Zoning Board the ability to lower the height of hedges based on certain criteria.   
 
V. BOARD MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
None     
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 
 
/sp 
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