
VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Anthony Young, Vice Chairman, Alma Lee Loy; Members: Joel 
Herman, Barbara Fallon, and Alternate Member Curtis Paulisin Also Present:  Public Works 
Manager, Don Dexter; Recreation Director, Rob Slezak, and Senior Administrative Assistant, 
Rita Hawkins 
 
Excused Absence: John Matthews 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Today’s meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A) July 6, 2016 

 
Mr. Paulisin reported that he will be absent from the September meeting and not the October 
meeting as the July 6, 2016 minutes stated.  
 
Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2016 Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting with the one correction made.  Ms. Loy 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
None 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) Pokemon Go – Police Officer Anna Carden  
 
Police Officer Anna Carden stated that she came to today’s meeting to talk about the new 
Pokemon Go game that the community is participating in and some of the pros and cons with 
safety issues.  There have been some concerns as it relates to some of the City Parks and 
specifically Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.  Pokemon Go is a game that is played on cell 
phones and it works in real time with the camera.  As people are chasing around the Pokemon, or 
pocket monsters, they can see the Pokemon with their camera as if it were actually at that 
location and the purpose is to capture them.  There are locations and areas within the City that 
attract Pokemon and people go to these specific areas to hunt and catch them.  City Hall and 
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some of the Parks in the City are location spots for Pokemon.  A positive aspect of the game is 
that it gets the community out and walking.  People are walking and visiting the Parks, historical 
sites, Riverside Park, Royal Palm Pointe, the Heritage Center, etc.  There has been a great draw 
to the downtown businesses with more people out and about.  There are also certain safety issues 
that they have to consider, because people are playing this game at all times of the day and night.  
At night there are less people out and less traffic, so people are able to catch more of them and 
even some of the rare ones.  Some of the issues they have started to encounter is with people 
being out in the early morning hours.  Depending on where they are they may not be allowed to 
be there, which could be a trespassing or safety issue.  Officially the City Parks close at 10:00 
p.m. with the exception of a few that close at sunset.  They want to continue to support this 
game, but the Police Department’s first responsibility is to keep the community safe.  Police 
Chief David Currey made a determination that the Police Department will not actively enforce 
the overnight hours at Riverside Park, because it has been one (1) of the most popular locations 
for players to enjoy the game.  They will enforce the 10:00 p.m. closure time for Parks with gates 
including Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.  There have been no issues with people 
trespassing on the Island after hours, because the community understands how important it is to 
respect the Island.  The Police Officers will still have the discretion to enforce the 10:00 p.m. 
closing time pursuant to an event at the park.  If there are complaints or suspicious activity they 
can clear out the Park and enforce the no trespassing.  Right now Riverside Park will remain 
open 24 hours, but all other Parks will close at 10:00 p.m. and that time will be enforced.  Vero 
Beach has not encountered any criminal issues like other cities and states have experienced.  The 
Pokemon Go game is designed to be played on foot, so driving while playing it does not really 
work.  The Police Department encourages everyone to be safe and pay attention to their 
surroundings.  
 
Ms. Fallon said that in the breakroom where she works there was conversation on how much fun 
people were having at the Cemetery.   
 
Officer Carden replied that she is not sure the Cemetery is one (1) of the stops, but the Cemetery 
is closed during the overnight hours.  She encourages the community to be respectful of the 
places they visit and the neighboring residences.   
 
Mr. Herman asked if the Police have had to respond to any problems with people on Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary.   
 
Officer Carden explained that before they lifted the hour restrictions at Riverside Park they did 
receive several calls reporting people in the Park during the overnight hours, but not on Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary.   
 
Ms. Loy said that she appreciates everything that the Police Department is doing to keep 
everyone safe.  
 
Mr. Young said he thought that the restricted hours for Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary 
were after sunset and not 10:00 p.m. 
 
Officer Carden reported that there was a specific incident which lead to closing Riverside Park at 
10:00 p.m., including Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.  She said that she believes the Island 
is considered off limits after sunset and there is a gate at the entrance to prevent vehicles from 
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entering the Island.  She will need to confer with the signage at the entrance to the Island and if it 
specifies sunset then that is what will be enforced.  
 
Mr. Young commented that during his visits to Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary he has 
observed numerous people of all ages playing Pokemon Go.  While these people are on the 
Island hopefully they realize that the intent of the Island is to honor veterans.  
 
Officer Carden explained said that local businesses can apply to be a Poke stop, which may help 
attract more customers.  The Police Department applied to be a Poke stop, so hopefully it will 
attract a few more people to stop by and visit the office. 
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A) Update on Flag Protocol 
 
Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager, said that the new flag protocol is being followed and it 
has not been an inconvenience for the City staff.  The City’s Facility Maintenance staff is 
responsible for raising and lowering of the flag and they have been informed of the new changes.  
Keep in mind that if there is a forecast for high winds or severe weather over the weekend the 
smaller flag will be put up on Friday and be flown all weekend. 
 

B) Joel Keen Cenotaph Marker 
 
Mr. Young reported that on July 20, 2016 he met with City workers on Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary to change the bronze plate for Joel Keen.  He was able to take some pictures, 
which he provided copies of to the Committee members (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  He 
thanked the City staff for their time and effort to replace the marker.  While they were there they 
noticed that the bronze plate for Scott Owens was ajar, so they fixed his marker as well.  He 
contacted the family and they shared their appreciation.  
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 
 
None 
 
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
Mr. Paulisin reported that they are finalizing the plans for the Veterans Outreach picnic in 
Gifford, which is scheduled for October 15, 2016.   
 
Mr. Herman commented that the idea of someone playing video games on Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary does not sit well with him.  Ms. Fallon stated that she agrees with Mr. Herman. 
 
Mr. Young said that it definitely would not be appropriate if there was any neglect to the Island.  
The Police Department will monitor the situation and if anything changes they can act 
accordingly.  
 
Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Department Director, announced that the 42nd annual Ariel Antics 
Circus starts this Thursday August 4, 2016.  It will take place at Saint Edwards School.  He 
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agreed that monitoring the Pokemon game will be a police matter.  The good point is that it 
might bring people to Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary that never visited it before.  These 
people might realize the significance and the importance of the Island and frequent it more often.   
 
9. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 
A)    Next Meeting Date – September 7, 2016 

 
The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled 
for September 7, 2016. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m. 
 
/rh 
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