
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES 
 THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2016 - 1:30 PM 
 CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Lawrence Lauffer; Vice Chairman, Honey Minuse; Member, Linda Hillman, 
Alternate Member #1, Richard Cahoy and Alternate Member #2, Ken Daige  Also Present: Planning 
and Development Director, Tim McGarry; Assistant City Attorney, Peggy Lyon and Deputy City 
Clerk, Sherri Philo 
 
Excused Absences: Don Croteau and Norman Wells 
 
I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A) Agenda Additions and/or Deletions 
 
None 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
III. WORKSHOP 
 

A) Discussion of Draft Goal, Objectives and Policies (GOPs) for the Land Use     
Element of the Comprehensive Plan 

 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, said there would be two (2) documents 
involved with the Comprehensive Plan, the technical document that has the data analysis and the 
policy document (GOPs).  The policy document is the document that would go before the City 
Council to be adopted by Ordinance and is the document that has to go to the State for review. 
 
Mr. Daige asked Mr. McGarry if he would prefer that the Board members allow him to go through 
the proposed changes and if the Board members have any questions or concerns that they send them 
to him. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that would be fine if that is how they want to do this.  He noted that any changes 
would be brought back before the Board.   
 
Mrs. Peggy Lyon, Assistant City Attorney, explained to the Board members that they can send 
information to Mr. McGarry, but not to the other Board members.   
 
Mr. Daige said there are some things that he would like to see in the document, which he would send 
to Mr. McGarry.   
 
Mrs. Lyon cautioned that if there is something substitutive that he (Mr. Daige) feels needs to be 
discussed with the Board members that it has to be done at a public meeting.   
 
Mr. McGarry noted that he would not make any substitutive changes without bringing them before 
the Board. 
 
Mr. Michael Rickel (spelling may be incorrect) addressed the Board.  He said that he lives on 47th 
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Avenue, behind the 333 acre property at the Airport (referring to the old Dodger Pines golf course).  
He said that his property adjoins this property and he wanted to know the status of a proposal that 
was submitted a while ago. 
 
Mr. McGarry said the plan that was submitted to the City last year had several problems and was 
basically denied.  He said the City has not received anything new and they were basically back to 
square one.   
 
Mr. McGarry gave a brief overview of the proposed changes to Chapter 2 - Land Use Element 
Goals, Objectives, and Policies, (GOPs) with the Board members (attached to the original minutes).  
 
*Please note that discussion took place throughout the presentation. 
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to page 2-5, Section 1.12.  He asked do they really want “correctional 
institutions” included.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that is in the current Comprehensive Plan, but he did not have a problem taking it 
out.  
 
Mr. Daige agreed with Mr. Lauffer.   
 
Mrs. Minuse referred to page 2-9, Section 1.20, stating that the word “purposed” should be 
“proposed.”   
 
Mr. Daige referred to page 2-10, Section 1.22, where it references the Youth Sailing Foundation.  He 
said the Youth Sailing Foundation is a non-profit organization that is using City property and there 
are other non-profit organizations using City property and City Parks.  He said that he has concerns 
with some of the language in this, which he would be sending to Mr. McGarry.   
 
Mr. McGarry referred to page 2-14 and stated that Sections 2.6 and 2.7 would be removed as they are 
listed under Section 3.9 and 3.11 on page 2-20.   
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to pages 2-19 and 2-19, Section 3.8 a) through m).  He felt that these should be 
prioritized because some items seem more important than others.   
 
Mr. McGarry said they could prioritize them under this Section, but his intent was to have an 
implementation section where they could set their priorities.  Another suggestion in the 
implementation section is they could state that the implantation would be established by the Planning 
and Zoning Board.   
 
Mr. McGarry noted that pages 2-21 through 2-25 were removed and placed in another section of the 
Plan. 
 
Mrs. Minuse suggested that they change “older multi-family zoned residential areas” to “established 
multi-family zoned residential areas.”    
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would make that change. 
 
Mr. McGarry referred to page 2-28 stating that Objection 8 has been removed and incorporated into 
another section of the Code.   
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Mrs. Minuse referred to page 2-32, Section 6.2.  She did not think “new buildings” belonged in this 
Section. 
 
Mr. McGarry said that he took the wording straight out of the Vision Plan, but he would look at it 
again.  
 
Mrs. Hillman referred to page 2-39, Section 12.3.  She asked would one of the residential group 
projects be something like a community garden. 
 
Mr. McGarry said they did put community gardens in the Ordinance, but they did not allow them in 
multi-family districts.  He felt that they should look into allowing them.     
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to page 2-39, Section 12.5.  He felt that many times creativity has to do with 
things to fulfill what they want in their community.  If they negate it they would not even try.  They 
would go somewhere else and they could have a neighborhood blighted for years because they 
created restrictions.  He did not think this section belonged in the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would look at it again and change some of the wording to loosen it up to 
allow some flexibility.   
 
Mr. Daige felt that this section was open-ended.  He noted that the City Council can overturn it if 
they choose to.  He suggested that they add the word “demonstrate” where if a developer wants to 
shut down a street or alleyway, that they demonstrate how they would be improving the area.  He 
said many times when the City gives up right-of-ways they don’t demonstrate how it would be better 
for the neighborhood.     
 
Mrs. Minuse said that she looked at it as a developer who wants to come into historic neighborhood 
that this would be their challenge to be creative and to keep the area as what attracted them in the 
first place. 
 
Mr. Daige said his point was that streets and alleyways have been abandoned and have not been for 
the good of the neighborhood.  They actually interfered with the neighborhood grid on how people 
get around.  
 
Mr. McGarry said they could add the wording, “would not adversely affect the neighborhood.”  He 
said that he would look at this section again. 
 
The Board agreed to leave this section alone for now. 
 
Mr. McGarry told the Board members if they have additional comments to send them to him.   
 
IV. PLANNING DEPARTMENT MATTERS 
 
Mr. McGarry reported that at their next meeting they would be hearing the proposed Ordinance 
amending the Code relating to walls and fences in the Park districts and then they would go into a 
workshop for another section of the proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
V. BOARD MEMBERS’ MATTERS 
 
None 
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 3:49 p.m. 
 
/sp 
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