
VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION 
 COMMISSION MINUTES 

Thursday, June 16, 2016 – 9:00 a.m. 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chris Runge; Vice-Chairman, Daniel Downey; Members: Cynthia Schwarz, 
and Barbara Leigh Also Present:  Grounds Maintenance Manager, Nanette Haynes; and Senior 
Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

 
Excused Absence: Marilyn Black Dussault 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman called today’s meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the Senior Administrative Assistant 
performed the roll call.  
 
Mr. Runge reported that they received an application for a tree dedication and he would like approval 
to add it to today’s agenda.   
 
Mr. Downey made a motion to add the dedicatory tree application to today’s agenda under new 
business.  Ms. Schwarz seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Runge asked to discuss new business at this time.  There were no objections from the 
Commission members.   
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A) May 19, 2016 

 
The May 19, 2016 Tree and Beautification Commission meeting minutes were approved 
unanimously. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A) Review of Tree Proposed Locations and Proposed Phasing 

 
Mr. Runge commented that each of the Commission members were given maps of the City of Vero 
Beach at last month’s meeting to help locate possible tree planting areas.  He would like to transfer 
their recommendations onto one (1) master map.   
 
At this time the Commission members gathered around the conference table to mark their proposed 
tree planting areas on the map. 
 
Ms. Haynes explained that she will need specifications on each location so she can check for utilities.   
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Mr. Runge reported that the areas they all seem to agree on include Young Park, Crestlawn Cemetery 
at 14th Avenue, and along Royal Palm Boulevard near 22nd Street.  
 
Mr. Runge commented that for a second phase project, he would like to recommend the entire Royal 
Palm Pointe area.  He said he likes Mrs. Leigh’s idea of making sure that there is a tree everywhere 
there is a Tree City USA sign.  
 
Mr. Runge asked if the City plants trees, or do they use a contractor.  Ms. Haynes stated that they 
always use contractors for planting trees.  
 
Mr. Downey asked if the contractor guarantees the tree for a year.  Ms. Haynes replied yes and that is 
why they use them.  
 
Mr. Runge asked Ms. Haynes if it is the contractor’s responsibility to call in the utility locates when 
they plant a tree.  Ms. Haynes replied no, it is her responsibility.  
 
Mr. Runge explained that the Tree and Beautification Commission would like to fund the 
maintenance of the trees for one (1) year.  This will take the burden off the Grounds Maintenance 
Department.  Ms. Haynes stated that she can ask, but she does not know of a lot of contractors that 
own water trucks.  That is more of a specialty item and they are very expensive.  
 
Ms. Haynes explained that the reason Young Park does not have any trees in the big lawn area is 
because that is where people go to watch the fireworks, fish, sunbathe, play frisbee, etc.  
 
The Tree and Beautification Commission members and Ms. Haynes discussed other areas within the 
City including Royal Palm Pointe, the Power Plant land, the land near the Theater Guild, etc. 
 
Mr. Runge said that he would like to recommend that Ms. Haynes move forward with verifying the 
utilities on the three (3) areas they agreed on.  
 
Mr. Downey suggested that before their next meeting they should visit these areas and make specific 
notes as to where they believe trees should be planted and bring that information back to next 
month’s meeting.   
 
Ms. Haynes explained that the only County or State Roads that the City maintains are areas where the 
City signed memorandums of agreements for the maintenance. 
 
The Tree and Beautification Commission members and Ms. Haynes continued discussing types of 
trees and the three (3) areas they recommended.  Ms. Haynes stated that two (2) of the three (3) areas 
may be good possibilities.   
 
Mr. Runge stated that he would like to discuss item 8-A) before Mr. Downey has to leave.  
 

B) Fourth Grade Forestry Update 
 
Mr. Runge reported that there are no updates on the Fourth Grade Forestry program, so they will keep 
it on the agenda for the August meeting.  
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C) Update on 20th Avenue Between 12th Street and 16th Street 

 
Mr. Runge asked Ms. Hayes if there was any new information on what the County is going to do with 
the 20th Avenue median project.  Will there be a possibility of the City assisting with the County’s 
landscaping in that area.  
 
Ms. Haynes stated that she was not aware that she was supposed to contact the County.  
 
Mr. Runge stated that he will draft a short letter to the County asking if it would be possible for the 
Tree and Beautification Commission to be a part of their landscaping project since it is City property.  
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Runge said that the tree application is from Deborah Dillon and she is requesting to dedicate an 
Oak tree in Riverside Park.  
 
Mr. Downey made a motion to approve the dedicatory tree application.  Ms. Schwarz seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 

6. TREASURY REPORT  
 
Mr. Runge reported that the Treasury Report indicates that the Tree Mitigation Fund has $59,961.60 
in it and the Dedicatory Tree account has a balance of $1,002.06.  
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 
 
A) Update from City Council on Centennial Tree Planting and Celebration  

 
Mr. Runge stated that he provided the Tree and Beautification Commission members with a copy of 
the City Council minutes from May 19, 2016.  On page 11 under Public Comment is the discussion 
that he and Mrs. Dussault had with the City Council regarding planting trees and encouraging them to 
form a Centennial Commission for the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the City of Vero Beach.  
 

8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
Ms. Schwarz said that she followed up with emailing the Vero Beach High School principal about an 
interactive program and his response is on the handout she provided to the Commission members (on 
file in the City Clerk’s office).   
 
Mr. Runge suggested that at the start of the new school year they invite representatives from the High 
School to a Tree and Beautification Commission meeting to introduce the idea.  
 
Ms. Schwarz said that she provided a newspaper article from 1951 that talked about Orchid trees (on 
file in the City Clerk’s office).  She said the down side to Orchid trees is that they are on the invasive 
species list.  
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Ms. Haynes stated that there are different types of Orchid trees and there is one (1) variety that will 
grow in this area, but it is very invasive and it will not tolerate a hard freeze.  The pallet for planting 
flowering trees in this area is incredibly limited.  She has been trying to plant as many flowering trees 
as possible, like Tipuana and Peltophorum trees.    
 

A) Next Meeting Date – July 21, 2016 
 
This item was discussed after item 4-A). 
 
Mr. Runge said he would like to propose that the July 21, 2016 meeting be canceled and they 
reconvene in August.  
 
Mr. Downey made a motion to cancel the July meeting and set August as their next meeting.  
Mrs. Leigh seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
At 9:30 a.m., Mr. Downey excused himself from the meeting.  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Ms. Schwarz made a motion to adjourn today’s meeting at 9:42 a.m.  Mrs. Leigh seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
/rh 
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