
VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Anthony Young; Members: John Matthews, Joel Herman, and Alternate 
Member Curtis Paulisin Also Present: Recreation Director, Rob Slezak, and Senior Administrative 
Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

 
Excused Absences:  Alma Lee Loy and Barbara Fallon 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Today’s meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A) May 4, 2016 

 
Mr. Herman asked to make one correction to the May 4, 2016 minutes.  On page four in the first 
sentence it states to call Pat Dyer, but it should read Pat Geyer.   
 
Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2016 Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting with the one correction made.  Mr. Paulisin 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
None  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) Chief Petty Officer Buck McTee Retirement Ceremony – Mr. Tony Young 
 
Mr. Young reported that Chief Petty Officer Buck McTee’s retirement ceremony is scheduled for 
June 24, 2016 and everything is proceeding as planned. 
 
Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director, reported that the ceremony will take place at noon on June 24th, 
so it will be very hot.  He asked them to make sure that people have plenty of water, bring a chair, 
and to sit in the shade.  Everything is in order with the sound system, podium, and chairs. 
 
Mr. Herman asked how many people are they expecting to attend.  
 
Mr. Slezak replied that there might be 150 – 200 people attending this ceremony.   
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Mr. Young announced that Mr. McTee confirmed there is an on-line invitation for anyone who would 
like to attend.  It will be a fun, uplifting occasion.  
 

B) Vero Beach Air Show – Colonel Martin Zickert 
 
Mr. Young reported that the Vero Beach Air Show will be held on June 25 – 26 and it will be 
spectacular.  There are a lot of organizations, including the Veterans Council, that are participating or 
are involved with this event.   
 
Mr. Paulisin announced that the Veterans Outreach Program still has a few tickets left over for the air 
show.  He said if there are any veterans who cannot afford the tickets and would like to attend to 
please contact him.  
 
Mr. Young commented that veterans can purchase tickets in advance for $10, or they will be $25 on 
the day of the event.  
 
Mr. Slezak confirmed that the event will be held on June 25 – 26.  He also announced that there will a 
4th of July event at Riverside Park on July 4, 2016.   
 
Mr. Young stated that normally there is a big turnout for that event.  He asked Mr. Slezak if he knew 
how many people attended last year.  
 
Mr. Slezak explained that they include all the people from Riverside Park, Royal Palm Pointe, Young 
Park, the bridges, the boats in the water, and the Miracle Mile area.  They estimated there was 20,000 
– 25,000 in attendance last year.  
 
Mr. Paulisin said he heard that they will have some local bands there this year.   
 
Mr. Slezak replied yes.  There will be four (4) or five (5) bands playing before the fireworks.  It 
should be a great event with a lot of good sponsors, foods trucks, and children’s activities.   
 
Mr. Young asked who handles the actual fireworks.  Is it the Fire Department or the company that 
supplies the fireworks.  
 
Mr. Slezak replied that it is a combination of the City, the Fire Department, and Zambelli 
International, who handles the pyrotechnics.   
 
Mr. Young asked if the City receives donations to help cover the cost of the July 4th event. 
 
Mr. Slezak replied that they love to receive donations, but most of the money comes from 
sponsorships.  They usually make a little money, but it goes towards offsetting the cost.  
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A) Recap of Zero Dark Thirty Tribute – Mr. Bruce Cady  
 
Mr. Young said that for those who could not attend Zero Dark Thirty is was an overnight endurance 
workout.  There were approximately 60 individuals who participated from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.  The 
energy and enthusiasm was outstanding.  The proceeds from the event went to the Veterans Council 
of Indian River County.   
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B) Recap of Memorial Day May 30, 2016 – Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director 

 
Mr. Slezak reported that this was one of largest Memorial Day crowds they have ever had and he 
estimated there were no less than 1,800 people in attendance.  He said he wanted to thank his staff, 
the Public Works Department, and the Police Department.  One department that does not get enough 
recognition is the Transmission and Distribution Department (T&D).  The Republican Women’s 
Association donated the flags, but the T&D Department puts them up on the bridges.  Everyone does 
a tremendous job to make it run smoothly.  They had plenty of water and the Boy Scouts did a 
wonderful job handing it out. 
 
Mr. Paulisin said he has never seen so many people for this event.  
 
Mr. Young commented that the Military Moms were on the bridge welcoming people as they arrived.  
He thought that was fantastic.  He said that the Gold Star Family members who spoke about their lost 
loved ones were the highlight of the event.    
 

C) Keen Cenotaph Order – Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager  
 
Mr. Young reported that Mrs. Fay Keen, which is Joel Keen’s daughter-in-law, provided him with 
another photo of Joel Keen and one of his wife.  He said that he provided a copy to each of the 
Committee members (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  He commented that there are still three (3) 
individuals recognized with cenotaph markers who remain a mystery.  He is looking for more precise 
information on Edward Courtney, Fred Coleman, and one other Veteran.  He encouraged anyone who 
has stories of those honored on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary to contact the Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee. 

 
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 

 
A) Island Color Nursery Thank You 

 
Mr. Young stated that he would like to thank Island Color, LLC for providing the flowers that lined 
the walkway for the Memorial Day service.  The red, white, and blue flowers and the flags on the 
cenotaph markers were beautiful.  It was very meaningful to him to see the number of people taking 
their time to look at the memorials on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.   
 
Mr. Paulisin commented that Mrs. Jamie Owens was inspirational and he believes the young children 
enjoyed listening to her.  
 
Mr. Herman stated that he loves to see the children and young adults attending these events with their 
parents.  The High School band and the Boy Scouts did a great job.   
 

B) Zero Dark Thirty Veterans Highlight 
 
Mr. Young commented that the Commission members all received a copy of the Zero Dark Thirty 
Veteran Highlights that he put together (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  In the Luminaries section 
of the Press Journal Newspaper there was a summary of the tributes that were provided to Orchid 
Island Cross fit.   

   
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
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Mr. Paulisin reported that the Veterans Outreach Golf Tournament will be held on June 18, 2016 at 
the Sandridge Golf Course.  Registration is at 7:00 a.m. and the tournament starts at 8:00 a.m.  The 
cost is $60.00, but they also have scholarships available.  For more information they can call Pay 
Geyer at (772) 205-1995.  He announced that the Veterans Council received a brand new bus 
yesterday, which is used to transport veterans to doctor appointments and to the VA Medical Center 
in West Palm Beach.   
 
Mr. Herman stated that there are still volunteer positions available for the Vero Beach Air Show.  
Anyone who wants to volunteer can contact the Veterans Council, the Veterans Service Office, or the 
City for information on who to call to get signed up.  
 
9. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

A)    Next Meeting Date – July 6, 2016 
 
The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
July 6, 2016. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 10:21 a.m. 
 
/rh 
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