
VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Anthony Young, Vice Chairman, Alma Lee Loy; Members: John Matthews, 
Joel Herman, and Alternate Member Curtis Paulisin Also Present:  Public Works Manager, Don 
Dexter; Recreation Director, Rob Slezak, and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

 
Excused Absence:  Barbara Fallon 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Today’s meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A) April 6, 2016 

 
Mr. Herman made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2016 Veterans Memorial 
Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting.  Ms. Loy seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
None 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) USMC Sanctuary Visitor, Sandy – Mr. Tony Young 
 
Mr. Young stated that he met a United States Marine Corp Veteran on Veterans Memorial Island.  He 
apologized for not catching his last name, but his first name was Sandy and he was visiting from 
Connecticut.  He said that Sandy has a second home in Indian River County and loves to go to the 
Island.  Sandy shared some accounts of his time in Korea as a Marine and that he had two (2) 
grandchildren who lost their lives while serving in the military.  
 

B) Zero Dark Thirty Tribute – Mr. Bruce Cady & Mr. Doy Demsick 
 
Mr. Bruce Cady said that he and Mr. Jimmy Moran organized the Hump for Our Vets event in 
February.  They really enjoyed hosting the event and they had such a wonderful response from the 
community that they decided try another one.  Their next event is called Zero Dark Thirty and it will 
raise funds for a local veteran’s charity.  It will be a 12-hour event that will start at 7:00 p.m. on the 
Saturday night of Memorial Day weekend.  The participants will be engaged in a workout every hour 
on the hour during the event.  Each workout is a tribute in honor of a veteran from this community 
who lost their life in service and is remembered on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.  There will 
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be teams of five (5) individuals who will compete for points.  One way to earn points is for the teams 
to identify veterans within their families and post their pictures and stories on the event facebook 
page.  There will also be other fun patriotic ways for the teams to earn points.  The event will take 
place on Saturday, May 28th and is being hosted by Orchid Island Cross Fit, which is located at 3101 
Aviation Boulevard.  All of the proceeds will go to benefit the Veterans Council of Indian River 
County.  
 
Mr. Doy Demsick, Program Manager of the Veterans Council of Indian River County, stated that he 
had the privilege of working with Mr. Cady on the Hump for Our Vets event.  He is not only very 
impressed with Mr. Cady on how engaged he is with the Veterans Council, but also with the next 
generation of veterans.  The Veterans Council started the first Iraqi, Afghanistan, Desert Storm, and 
Desert Shield Veterans focus group in Florida for the next generation veterans.  Mr. Cady not only 
serves as an active participant, but also as an advisor to the next generation leadership.  He is also 
very impressed with Orchid Island Cross Fit, because they have a heart for those who have served 
and they are standing up and helping the community.  He explained that another way the teams can 
earn points is by interviewing members of the Veterans Council.  This is educational and it gives the 
teams an insight to the organization they are supporting.  The next generation veterans were so 
impressed by all this that they are putting a team together for the Zero Dark Thirty event.  These 
events not only positively engage and connect the veterans with the community, but they educate the 
community on what these veterans have done.   
 
Mr. Cady said they can find information at the Zero Dark Thirty group facebook page, or they can 
contact him directly at (772) 559-7774.  
 
Mr. Paulisin asked if the Zero Dark Thirty event is posted on the Veterans Council website page.   
 
Mr. Demsick replied that they have connected with their facebook page a couple of times, but he will 
make sure that the information is updated.  
 
Mr. Young asked if they reached out for sponsors for any of the activities.  
 
Mr. Cady explained that they do have a corporate sponsorship program.  There is a suggested 
donation of $20 per each participant and there are also $200 corporate sponsorships.  The corporate 
sponsors will be recognized at one of the hourly workouts as well as on their promotional advertising.  
 

A) Keen Cenotaph Funding Request – Mr. Tony Young 
 
Mr. Young reported that the Keen cenotaph funding request was included as part of the City Council 
consent agenda items at yesterday’s meeting.  It was approved, so the Veteran Memorial Island 
Sanctuary Advisory Committee can spend up to $250 to purchase the cenotaph marker for Joel 
Preston Keen.   
 

B) Recap of Victims’ Rights Coalition Ceremony April 14, 2016 
 
Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director, reported that the Victim’s Rights Coalition event went well.   
 

C) Recap of Jay Sample Memorial April 16, 2016 
 
Mr. Slezak stated that he left a couple of messages for the Jay Sample Memorial group, but he did not 
hear back from them.  He assumes there were no issues or problems.  
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D) Update on Memorial Day May 30, 2016 

 
Mr. Slezak reported that he met with the Memorial Day event representatives.  The rehearsal will take 
place on May 26th and the actual event will be on May 30th at 9:00 a.m. on Veterans Memorial Island 
Sanctuary.  
 
Mr. Young stated that this was the first Victim’s Rights Ceremony that he has attended.  It was 
extremely thoughtful and presented well.   
 
Ms. Loy said that they had great coverage in the newspaper.  
 
Mr. Matthews passed out draft copies of the Memorial Day program (on file in the City Clerk’s 
office).  He briefly went through the program and commented that there might be a couple of changes 
made as they go through the last minute details.  
 
Mr. Young thanked Mr. Jim O’Connor, City Manager, for the amazing City staff that maintains the 
tributes for the Veterans.  Mr. O’Connor replied that they take great pride in caring for the Island.   
 
Mr. Young stated that the City of Sebastian schedules their Memorial Day Ceremony later in the day 
to allow people time to get there after the Vero Beach event.   
 
Mr. Matthews commented that the event starts at 9:00 a.m., but a big part of the event is the 
community coming together, the massing of the colors, and the music played by the high school band.  
If people don’t arrive early they miss a nice part of it. 
 
Mr. Young announced that the Veterans Administration recently gave Indian River County access to 
a new van to be used to help support the veterans. 
 
6. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 

  
A)  Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Veteran Highlight: Ronald Scott Owens 

 
Mr. Young stated that he handed out the narrative on Ronald Scott Owens and Joel Preston Keen.  
Mr. Owens was honored on the Bob Soos show in April (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  Mr. 
Herman read the paragraph on Mr. Owens and Mr. Young read the accounts of Mr. Keen.    
 
7. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
Mr. Matthews mentioned that the Vero Beach Magazine did a great article on Veterans Memorial 
Island.  They had some great pictures of the Island and they did a good job at covering the Island and 
some of the markers.  He mentioned that while he was in New York city he had the opportunity to 
visit the Freedom Tower and there is a fantastic view from the 100th floor of the tower. 
 
Mr. Paulisin announced that the Veterans Outreach Golf Tournament will be held on June 18th at 
Sandridge Golf Course starting at 7:00 a.m. and it is filling up quickly.  The cost is $60 per person, 
which includes lunch and they have a lot of beautiful items to raffle off that were donated by local 
businesses.    
 
Mr. Young asked if they still need sponsors.   
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Mr. Paulisin replied that they still have sponsorships available and anyone who is interested can call 
Pat Dyer at (772) 205-1995.  All the proceeds will go to the Veterans Outreach Program.  
 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 
A)    Next Meeting Date – June 1, 2016 

 
The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
June 1, 2016. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 
 
/rh 
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