
VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION 
 COMMISSION MINUTES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 – 9:00 a.m. 
Training Room, Second Floor, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chris Runge; Members: Cynthia Schwarz (arrived at 9:02 a.m.), Marilyn 
Black Dussault, and Barbara Leigh Also Present:  Grounds Maintenance Manager, Nanette Haynes; 
and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 
 
Unexcused Absence: Daniel Downey 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Chairman called today’s meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the Senior Administrative Assistant 
performed the roll call.  
 
Mr. Runge introduced Mrs. Barbara Leigh and welcomed her as a new member of the Tree and 
Beautification Commission.   
 
Mrs. Leigh stated that she is glad to be on the Commission.  She knows that Vero Beach is very 
proud to be a Tree City USA community for 35 years, because that does not happen very often 
especially in Florida.  She commented that she is a nature person, so she supports beautification and 
keeping the natural habitat.   
 
Mr. Runge, Ms. Schwarz, Mrs. Dussault, and Ms. Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manager 
each introduced themselves.  
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A) March 17, 2016 

 
Mrs. Dussault made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 17, 2016 Tree and 
Beautification Commission meeting.  Ms. Schwarz seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A) City Maps for Marking Locations for Tree Plantings 

 
Mr. Runge handed out large maps showing the boundaries of the City of Vero Beach and explained 
that they should help the Commission members locate areas within the City limits to plant trees.  He 
suggested that they each create a list of possible planting areas that are City property, with no 
underground utilities, easy to maintain etc.  He said that he would like to see trees planted along the 
west side of 14th Avenue from 17th Place to 16th Street.  He has also received a couple of 
recommendations from the Art District.   
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Mrs. Leigh asked if the planting area has to be between the sidewalk and the street.  
 
Ms. Haynes stated that it has to be a City right-of-way without overhead power lines. 
 
Mrs. Dussault explained that it has to be within the City limits and that is why they received the 
maps. 
 

B) Centennial Anniversary Celebration Committee Letter to City Council 
 
Mr. Runge explained that another goal is to have the City recognize its 100th anniversary by planting 
a tree with some sort of wall or hardscape feature.  He said that he presented this idea to the City 
Council and they asked that a letter be submitted to them, so he drafted a letter for the Commission 
members to review.  Their goal is to recruit an individual from each entity that will be involved, such 
as Planning and Zoning, T & D Department, Public Works, the Tree and Beautification Commission, 
etc.  He asked if there were any comments or changes to the letter.   
 
Mrs. Dussault commented that she does not have any problems with the letter, but she would like to 
make sure that the City Council understands that a Committee needs to be formed soon.  She said that 
she has served on several celebration Commissions and they easily started two (2) years in advance. 
 
Mr. Runge assured her that the City Council members are all in favor of supporting this project.  The 
letter will give them the final nudge to get started.  He said that he would like to nominate Mrs. 
Dussault to sit on the Centennial Commission.  Mrs. Dussault accepted the nomination and said that 
she would be glad to do it.   
 
Mrs. Dussault made a motion to accept the letter and authorized Mr. Runge to send it to the 
City Council.  Ms. Schwarz seconded the nomination and it passed unanimously.  
 

C) Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Letter  
 

Mr. Runge asked Ms. Rita Hawkins, Senior Administrative Assistant, if she heard back from 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden regarding the letter that was mailed to them.   
 
Ms. Hawkins replied no.  
 
Mrs. Leigh asked why they were contacting Fairchild Garden.   
 
Mr. Runge explained that it was brought to his attention by a resident that Fairchild Garden has a 
program called the Million Orchid Project.  They are growing native Orchids from seedlings and their 
goal is to re-naturalize the Orchids into the hammocks.  The Tree and Beautification Commission was 
hoping to become a part of their program, but they have been unsuccessful in contacting them.  They 
have tried reaching them by phone, email, and now a letter with no response.   
 
Ms. Haynes commented that Fairchild Garden might only be concentrating on south Florida and Vero 
Beach is too far north.  

 
D) Arbor Day – April 29, 2016 
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Mr. Runge announced that Arbor Day will take place at Leisure Square on April 29, 2019 at 9:15 
a.m. and the tree has been lined up for planting.   

 
E) Fourth Grade Forester Program Discussion 
 

For the benefit of updating Mrs. Leigh, Mr. Runge explained what the Fourth Grade Forester 
Program is about and how the Tree and Beautification Commission has participated in the program.  
 
Mrs. Leigh stated that she knows it is difficult to involve the schools, because the Garden Club tried 
to do something like that.  The teachers have such full schedules and it is hard for them to find time.  
It takes the enthusiasm of a teacher to make it happen. 
 
Mr. Runge stated that through the Fourth Grade Forrester program they can purchase ready-to-go 
trees.  The one (1) objection from the schools in the past was the amount of time it took to pot the 
trees and the soil got all over the place.  
 
Mrs. Dussault suggested that they deviate from the program, if they can, and get the self-sufficient 
pre-packaged trees, but have the children leave them at the school.  This way the classes can monitor 
their trees and watch them grow.  This would create less work for the Tree Commission and the trees 
will be looked after.  
 
Mr. Runge said he thought that was a good idea, but they just need to figure out a way of getting back 
in with the schools.  It is a worthwhile program even if one (1) tree survives. 
 
Mrs. Dussault offered to contact someone involved in the Fourth Grade Forester to find out if they 
can deviate from their program and report her findings back to the Tree Commission.  She suggested 
that each fourth grade class get a few trees for all the students to take care of and then they can be 
passed down to the next class the following year.  
 
Mr. Runge reported that the Fourth Grade Forrester program offers a variety of trees.  
 
Mrs. Dussault said that a variety would be even better, so the children learn how each tree grows and 
what they need.  
 
Ms. Haynes commented that if each school grew a few trees then eventually they could be introduced 
and intergraded into the school’s campus.   
 
Mr. Runge suggested that they donate a tree or trees every five (5) years, but it might be better to 
provide them with one (1) larger caliper tree that is more substantial.   
 
Mrs. Dussault said that she still likes the idea of a variety of trees for the educational aspect.  
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A) Dedicatory Tree Application – Dennis Reding 
 

Mr. Runge announced that they have a tree dedication application from Dennis Reding for a tree in 
Riverside Park. 
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Ms. Schwarz made a motion to accept the application from Mr. Reding.  Mrs. Dussault 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

  
B) Dedicatory Tree Application – Deborah Dillon  
 

Mr. Runge reported that the second dedicatory tree application was submitted by Deborah Dillon.  
She is requesting to dedicate a tree in Riverside Park near the picnic pavilion and volleyball court.   
 
Ms. Schwarz made a motion to approve the dedicatory application from Deborah Dillon.  Mrs. 
Dussault seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 
6. TREASURY REPORT  

 
Mr. Runge asked if there was a Treasury Report submitted.  Ms. Hawkins reported that she did not 
receive one this month, but she will request one for each meeting going forward.   
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 
 
Mr. Runge said that he would like to encourage each Tree and Beautification Commission member to 
speak up and pay attention to what is going on in the City.  He would like it if they came to each 
meeting with an item to discuss.  
 

8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 
 
The Commission members and Ms. Haynes discussed the City’s tree removal guidelines and 
mitigation fees.  They had several questions and needed clarification, so they chose to invite Mr. Tim 
McGarry, Planning and Development Director, to attend the next Tree and Beautification 
Commission meeting.   
 
Ms. Haynes agreed that was a good idea, because Mr. McGarry will be able to explain the site plan 
review process as it refers to removing existing trees on properties.  
 

A) Next Meeting Date – May 19, 2016 
 
The next meeting of the Tree and Beautification Commission is scheduled for May 19, 2016.  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mrs. Dussault made a motion to adjourn today’s meeting at 9:48 a.m. Ms. Schwarz                       
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
/rh 
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	1. CALL TO ORDER
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	Mrs. Dussault made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 17, 2016 Tree and Beautification Commission meeting.  Ms. Schwarz seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
	3. PUBLIC COMMENT
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	Mr. Runge handed out large maps showing the boundaries of the City of Vero Beach and explained that they should help the Commission members locate areas within the City limits to plant trees.  He suggested that they each create a list of possible planting areas that are City property, with no underground utilities, easy to maintain etc.  He said that he would like to see trees planted along the west side of 14th Avenue from 17th Place to 16th Street.  He has also received a couple of recommendations from the Art District.  
	Mrs. Leigh asked if the planting area has to be between the sidewalk and the street. 
	Ms. Haynes stated that it has to be a City right-of-way without overhead power lines.
	Mrs. Dussault explained that it has to be within the City limits and that is why they received the maps.
	B) Centennial Anniversary Celebration Committee Letter to City Council
	Mr. Runge explained that another goal is to have the City recognize its 100th anniversary by planting a tree with some sort of wall or hardscape feature.  He said that he presented this idea to the City Council and they asked that a letter be submitted to them, so he drafted a letter for the Commission members to review.  Their goal is to recruit an individual from each entity that will be involved, such as Planning and Zoning, T & D Department, Public Works, the Tree and Beautification Commission, etc.  He asked if there were any comments or changes to the letter.  
	Mrs. Dussault commented that she does not have any problems with the letter, but she would like to make sure that the City Council understands that a Committee needs to be formed soon.  She said that she has served on several celebration Commissions and they easily started two (2) years in advance.
	Mr. Runge assured her that the City Council members are all in favor of supporting this project.  The letter will give them the final nudge to get started.  He said that he would like to nominate Mrs. Dussault to sit on the Centennial Commission.  Mrs. Dussault accepted the nomination and said that she would be glad to do it.  
	Mrs. Dussault made a motion to accept the letter and authorized Mr. Runge to send it to the City Council.  Ms. Schwarz seconded the nomination and it passed unanimously. 
	C) Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Letter 
	Mr. Runge asked Ms. Rita Hawkins, Senior Administrative Assistant, if she heard back from Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden regarding the letter that was mailed to them.  
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	Mrs. Leigh asked why they were contacting Fairchild Garden.  
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	Ms. Haynes commented that Fairchild Garden might only be concentrating on south Florida and Vero Beach is too far north. 
	D) Arbor Day – April 29, 2016
	Mr. Runge announced that Arbor Day will take place at Leisure Square on April 29, 2019 at 9:15 a.m. and the tree has been lined up for planting.  
	E) Fourth Grade Forester Program Discussion
	For the benefit of updating Mrs. Leigh, Mr. Runge explained what the Fourth Grade Forester Program is about and how the Tree and Beautification Commission has participated in the program. 
	Mrs. Leigh stated that she knows it is difficult to involve the schools, because the Garden Club tried to do something like that.  The teachers have such full schedules and it is hard for them to find time.  It takes the enthusiasm of a teacher to make it happen.
	Mr. Runge stated that through the Fourth Grade Forrester program they can purchase ready-to-go trees.  The one (1) objection from the schools in the past was the amount of time it took to pot the trees and the soil got all over the place. 
	Mrs. Dussault suggested that they deviate from the program, if they can, and get the self-sufficient pre-packaged trees, but have the children leave them at the school.  This way the classes can monitor their trees and watch them grow.  This would create less work for the Tree Commission and the trees will be looked after. 
	Mr. Runge said he thought that was a good idea, but they just need to figure out a way of getting back in with the schools.  It is a worthwhile program even if one (1) tree survives.
	Mrs. Dussault offered to contact someone involved in the Fourth Grade Forester to find out if they can deviate from their program and report her findings back to the Tree Commission.  She suggested that each fourth grade class get a few trees for all the students to take care of and then they can be passed down to the next class the following year. 
	Mr. Runge reported that the Fourth Grade Forrester program offers a variety of trees. 
	Mrs. Dussault said that a variety would be even better, so the children learn how each tree grows and what they need. 
	Ms. Haynes commented that if each school grew a few trees then eventually they could be introduced and intergraded into the school’s campus.  
	Mr. Runge suggested that they donate a tree or trees every five (5) years, but it might be better to provide them with one (1) larger caliper tree that is more substantial.  
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	5. NEW BUSINESS
	A) Dedicatory Tree Application – Dennis Reding
	Mr. Runge announced that they have a tree dedication application from Dennis Reding for a tree in Riverside Park.
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