
 

VETERANS MEMORIAL ISLAND SANCTUARY  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida 

 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Anthony Young, Vice Chairman, Alma Lee Loy; Members: John 
Matthews, and Barbara Fallon Also Present:  Public Works Manager, Don Dexter; Recreation 
Director, Rob Slezak, and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins 

 
Excused Absences: Joel Herman and Curtis Paulisin 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Today’s meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Committee members and the audience joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A) February 3, 2016 

 
Ms. Fallon made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2016 Veterans 
Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee meeting.  Ms. Loy seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 

 
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
None 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
  

A) Request for Use of the Island – Indian River County Victims’ Rights 
Coalition 

 
Mr. Young reported that they received a request from the Indian River County Victims’ Rights 
Coalition to use Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary for a candle light vigil.  The memorial vigil 
will take place on April 14, 2016 from 4:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.   
 
Mr. Matthews stated that the Victims’ Rights Coalition has been doing this for many years and it 
is an appropriate use of the Island.   
 
Mr. Matthews made motion to approve the application.  Ms. Fallon seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously.   
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B) Water Fountain Refurbishment & Mangrove Management – Mr. Don 
Dexter, Public Works Manager 

 
Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager, reported that the water fountain on Veterans Memorial 
Island is structurally sound and it is functional, but the surface is deteriorated and faded.  The 
aluminum casing is durable, so they are going to sand it down and put a new coat of paint on it.  
The bowl is stainless steel and has a couple of rust spots, but it will be cleaned.  
 
Mr. Young asked if it is a standard type water fountain that is used in the other City Parks.  
 
Mr. Dexter replied no.  This one is unique to Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary.  
 
Mr. Young asked if there are periodic inspections of the bridge leading over to the Island. 
 
Mr. Dexter explained that every two (2) years the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
inspects all the bridges in Vero Beach including this one.  
 
Mr. Dexter explained that he and Ms. Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manager, will be 
looking at the mangroves.  They have to go through a process of getting permits through the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in order to trim the mangroves.  They will look 
at each segment to determine if they can be trimmed like a hedge, or if they can be windowed to 
create a look through area.  There also needs to be a reserved portion of the mangrove which 
cannot be trimmed.  He said that the east side of the Island faces the boat ramps, so that will be 
kept as a reserve area, because the mangroves block the sound from the boat ramps.  The section 
of mangroves behind the Lest We Forget Monument is another reserve area.     
 
Mr. Matthews asked if the mangroves would take over the Island if they were not trimmed.    
 
Mr. Dexter replied yes, eventually they would take over.  He explained that the mangroves are a 
protected species and the permitting process requires that a certified mangrove trimmer be hired 
to do the work.  
 

C) Concrete Upkeep and Bench Maintenance (near Lest We Forget Monument) 
– Mr. Don Dexter, Public Works Manager 

 
Mr. Dexter explained that the concrete upkeep is done by Connery Concrete who installed all of 
the colored and stamped walkway.  The City has a contract with Connery Concrete to do repairs 
and the clear coat.  Typically they wait until they are ready to reseal the entire walkway, but he 
will see if some patching can be done in the mean time. The walkway is normally resealed with a 
clear coat every three (3) to five (5) years.   
 
Mr. Dexter stated that the benches near the Lest We Forget Monument will be inspected as part 
of their normal maintenance.  If the bases have deteriorated they will probably be replaced.  
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
  

A)  Recap of Military March Event  

 
V M I  –  3 / 2 / 1 6  

 
Page 2 



 

Mr. Young showed several pictures of the Orchid Island Cross Fit Military March on the 
computer for the Commission members and audience to see (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  
He commented that a couple of newspaper articles were also printed with several pictures.  He 
stated that the group paid proper respect to the Island.  He explained that Orchid Island Cross Fit 
held this event as a fundraiser for the Veterans Council of Indian River County and they 
collected donations from the participants and anyone who wanted to contribute.  The Veterans 
Council was presented with a check from Orchid Island Cross Fit in the amount of $2,300.  He 
thanked everyone who provided assistance and planning for this event.  
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS 

 
Mr. Young stated that there was also an article in the 32963 newspaper on the Silver Star 
ceremony for Cpl. Sylvester McIntosh that was held on Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary at 
the end of January.  He said that this ceremony joined together a lot of communities.  
 
Mr. Matthews stated that there were generations of Veterans from all branches.  It was wonderful 
to hear the stories of some of these individuals.  He felt this ceremony brought together a part of 
the community that has not been together before, or not as much.  
 
Mr. Young reported the he was put in contact with a local event planner who reached out to the 
City to ask if it was possible to have wedding for a veteran on Veterans Memorial Island 
Sanctuary.  He said that he touched base with her so that she understood the circumstances.  
Even though it is a beautiful location those types of services need to be held at other locations.  
He said that she understood and that she was just following through with her client’s request.    
 
Mr. Rob Slezak, Recreation Director, stated that he also received an application to use the Island 
for a retirement ceremony for an individual who has been in the service for many years.   
 
Mr. Young stated that Mr. Buck McTee served in the service for 24 years and he is asking 
permission for a Military Retirement ceremony to be performed at Veterans Memorial Island 
Sanctuary in accordance with the service tradition.  The ceremony will be attended by Mr. 
McTee’s military service unit, friends, and family.  He said the application stated that there 
would be no more than 100 people in attendance and the date will be June 24, 2016.  He said that 
Mr. McTee informed him that the ceremony would be open to the public, because it would be 
another opportunity for the public to see inside some of the traditions and ceremonies of the 
military.  Mr. McTee’s Commander will perform the traditional ceremony.  It was verified that 
the ceremony is not intended to be a retirement reception and a celebration gathering will be held 
at another location.   
 
Mr. Matthews stated that he feels it is appropriate for the Island and they should approve it.  Ms. 
Fallon agreed.  
 
Ms. Loy stated that as long as it is strictly service protocol and they immediately proceed to 
another location for a formal reception, then she approves it.  She believes it will be a wonderful 
opportunity for the public.  
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Mr. Matthews made a motion to approve the application for the retirement ceremony.  Ms. 
Fallon seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 

A) Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Veterans Highlight: Lonnie Hamilton, 
Levi Law, and Melville Dills 

 
Mr. Young stated that the Committee members each received a handout listing three (3) Veterans 
that were recognized on the Bob Soos show in February (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  Mr. 
Matthews, Mr. Young, and Ms. Fallon each read one of the biographies.   
  
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS 

 
A)    Next Meeting Date – April 6, 2016 

 
The next meeting of the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee is scheduled 
for April 6, 2016. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 
 
/rh 
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