
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES 
 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2016 - 1:30 PM 
 CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman, Lawrence Lauffer; Vice Chairman, Honey Minuse;  Members: Linda 
Hillman, Norman Wells, Don Croteau, Alternate Member #1 Richard Cahoy and Alternate Member 
#2, Ken Daige Also Present:  Planning and Development Director, Tim McGarry; Project Manager, 
Cheri Fitzgerald and Deputy City Clerk, Sherri Philo 
 
I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A) Agenda Additions and/or Deletions 
 
None 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A)    Regular Meeting – January 21, 2016  
 
Mrs. Hillman referred to the minutes of the January 21, 2016 Planning and Zoning Board meeting.  
She noted that on page one (1) “Ms.” Croteau should be “Mr.” Croteau.   
 
Mrs. Minuse made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2016 Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting as amended.  Mrs. Hillman seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IV. VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION REPORT 
 

A)  Application #AX15-000003 - 3780 Indian River Boulevard 
 
Mrs. Cheri Fitzgerald, Project Manager, went over staff’s report with the Board members (attached 
to the original minutes).  Staff recommends that the Planning and Zoning Board approve the 
Voluntary Annexation Report and recommend to City Council to move forward to annex the subject 
property. 
 
Mrs. Minuse referred to the map included in the backup material.  She asked what is the zoning of 
the property to the east. 
 
Mrs. Fitzgerald said it is conservation land that is located in the City and is owned by Indian River 
Land Trust (IRLT). 
 
Mrs. Minuse asked is the rest of the land located in the City also owned by IRLT.  
 
Mrs. Fitzgerald answered yes. 
 
Mrs. Minuse said then the proposed property is located in the middle of conservation lands. 
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Mrs. Fitzgerald said it is adjacent to the north and adjacent to the east of this property. 
 
Mrs. Minuse asked what is the zoning designation for the angular piece of property located along 
Indian River Boulevard.   
 
Mrs. Fitzgerald said that she was not sure. 
 
Mrs. Minuse asked what is their intent.  She asked are they going to mitigate. 
 
Mrs. Fitzgerald said they don’t have a site plan, but mitigating for the wetlands would be part of the 
site plan process.   
 
Mr. Bruce Barkett, Attorney representing the applicant, said staff’s presentation was thorough and 
complete and they agree with everything staff said.   
 
Mr. Croteau made a motion that the Board approves staff’s recommendation to approve 
Voluntary Annexation Application #AX15-000003 for the property located at 3780 Indian 
River Boulevard.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion and it passed 5-0 with Mr. Wells voting yes, 
Mrs. Hillman yes, Mr. Croteau yes, Mrs. Minuse yes, and Mr. Lauffer yes. 
 
V. PLANNING DEPARTMENT MATTERS 
 
Mr. Tim McGarry, Planning and Development Director, reported that there has been a lot of 
discussion with the City Council regarding the Vision Plan.  He handed out to the Board members a 
report on the implementation status of the Vision Plan that he prepared for the City Council (on file 
in the City Clerk’s office).   
 
Mr. Daige felt the timing was great to have this document because it shows the public they have been 
doing some things with the Vision Plan.  He asked Mr. McGarry where they were in working on the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. McGarry said the consultant he hired is working on the housing element, conservation and 
coastal management.  He said they are dividing it into two documents, one being the policy and one 
being the analysis.  He reported that he has completed the background on the transportation element 
and the background on the land use element.  Regarding the infrastructure, he has completed solid 
waste, stormwater, and is finishing up on sanitary sewer.   He is going to try to start bringing policies 
before the Board in March.  He said they are still looking at five or six months before the 
Comprehensive Plan is complete.   
 
Mr. Daige asked with staff’s workload increasing, will they be able to meet that time frame. 
 
Mr. McGarry said they are going to have to.     
 
Mr. Daige said they are busy now and they are going to get busier.   
 
Mr. McGarry said at budget time he will be asking for one position to his Department, which would 
be at the Planning Technician level.   
 
Mr. Lauffer referred to the City of Vero Beach Comprehensive Plan Update document that was 
previously given to the Board members.  He asked is this document current.   
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Mr. McGarry answered no.  He said that he would send the Board members updated information.   
 
VI. BOARD MEMBERS’ MATTERS 
 
Mr. Daige reported that a meeting was held last night regarding the Cultural Arts Village, which 
there was a packed house and everyone was very pleased with what they saw in the presentation. 
 
Mrs. Hillman said it was an excellent presentation.  She noted that they are looking for a lot of 
volunteers.  She would be contacting the City Attorney’s office to see if there is a conflict of interest 
with members of this Board volunteering for any of the positions.  She suggested that if a Board 
member is interested that they also contact the City Attorney’s office.   
 
Mr. Croteau said it is very important to recruit the people who live in that community to participate.   
 
Mr. Lauffer said that he is getting a lot of questions regarding the old Diesel Plant.   
 
Mr. Jim O’Connor, City Manager, reported that the City received three (3) proposals for the old 
Diesel Plant, which were from Power Productions, Inc; Integra Corporations; and Treasure Coast 
Distilling Company, Inc.  The proposals were reviewed, interviews were held, and the Committee 
ranked Integra Corporations as their number one (1) choice.  He reported that their business plan was 
outstanding.  He said that they were giving the City two options, which were: 1) that the City deals 
with environmental issues or 2) for $150,000 dollars they will take it as is.  He reported that they 
have experience in the City, which they did renovations on 14th Avenue, the bowling alley, etc.  He 
said staff would be making their recommendation to the City Council at their March 1, 2016 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Daige said people are wondering if they (Integra Corporations) are awarded the bid, if they 
would treat the old Diesel Plant building the same as they have treated the old Post Office building 
on 14th Avenue.  He said the paint has been stripped and weeds and grass are growing around the 
building.  He said it has been like this for a number of months.  He said it is his understanding that 
the company is in good financial shape so he didn’t think putting a coat of paint on the building 
would hurt them.   
 
Mr. McGarry said that he would talk to them.  He thought that they were probably waiting before 
putting more money into the Post Office building to see how the old Diesel Plant building works out. 
  
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Today’s meeting adjourned at 2:37 p.m. 
 
/sp 
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