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CITY OF VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 

JULY 16, 2013  9:30 A.M.    

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

A. Roll Call 

 

Mayor Craig Fletcher, present; Vice Mayor Tracy Carroll, present; Councilmember Pilar 

Turner, present; Councilmember Jay Kramer, present; and Councilmember Richard 

Winger, present  Also Present:  James O’Connor, City Manager; Wayne Coment, City 

Attorney; and Tammy Vock, City Clerk 

 

B. Invocation 
 

Dr. Tim Womack of the First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation. 

 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Fletcher led the City Council and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

2.         PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

A. Agenda Additions, Deletions, and Adoption 

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented.  Mrs. Carroll seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

B. Proclamations/Presentations 

 

1. Military Family and Community Covenant Day 

2. Treasure Coast Waterway Cleanup Week – July 21-27, 2013 

3. Marine Debris Removal Month – July 2013 

 

Mayor Fletcher read and presented the Proclamations. 

 

4. Mr. John Igoe/Transactional Attorney to give an update to Council on 

the selling of the utilities. 

 

Mr. Pat Brien, Attorney with Florida Power and Light (FPL), wanted to give a high level 

summary of discussions that they (City and FPL) have had with FMPA.  They have been 

working diligently and closely with FMPA on this matter.  They (City and FPL) have met 

with FMPA on three separate occasions.  The tone of each meeting has been civil and 

professional.  Orlando Utilities Commission (OUC) has attended two of the three 
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meetings and much progress has been made at these meetings.  Over the course of the 

meetings a comprehensive plan for a path to move forward has been done and they have 

sent FMPA a proposal for their consideration.  FMPA is evaluating and reviewing this 

proposal.  Earlier FMPA did raise concerns about this transaction.  They (FMPA) wanted 

to make sure that the tax exempt status on their bonds was protected.  The proposal that 

was recently submitted to FMPA meets these objections and addresses their concerns.  

Further discussions with this agency will be necessary.  FPL is confident that the path in 

moving forward is towards closing this transaction.  FMPA is willing to work with all of 

the different parties in this transaction to find a way to get the deal finalized. The City 

and FPL is looking forward to receiving their (FMPA) response to this proposal in the 

near future.  FPL filed regulatory proceedings with FERC on April 12
th

.  However, FPL 

has not yet filed with the Public Service Commission (PSC) pending certain issues 

relating to OUC/FPL short term deals with the Stanton project. 

 

Mr. Winger commented that he received this packet of information at 6:14 p.m. last night 

and asked when did FMPA receive it.  He was told by Mr. Brien that FMPA received the 

packet yesterday afternoon.  But, the concept of what was laid out in the packet had been 

discussed in their meetings. 

 

Mr. Winger continued by commenting about the significant increase in costs that will 

occur, especially for insurance (referring to the information that he received yesterday).  

He asked Mr. Brien if FPL would be willing to help the City with those significant costs.  

Mr. Brien stated that FPL would consider it. 

 

Mr. John Igoe, Transactional Attorney, gave a Power Point presentation (attached to the 

original minutes).  He asked that questions be held until after he has completed his 

presentation. 

 

Mr. Winger commented that FMPA is in a position currently and if nothing happens and 

they have no bond risk or complications of getting paid 50% over the market price for the 

electrons that they sell and people wonder why their power is high.  He said that OUC 

gets paid 50% over market for the electrons agreement that they entered into two years 

ago.  They are able to sell the electric, which there is no market for in Florida, they use 

the City’s gas rights, which they need at no cost and ultimately they will be enriched 

under Plan A, which he understands is now off of the table.  He told Mr. Igoe that his 

Firm is receiving about $60,000 a month for as long as these negotiations continue.  He 

continued by saying that FPL is being paid $200,000 a month to transmit their power on, 

which they are making a profit.  The point he wanted to make is that the community is on 

the hook for two million dollars the longer these negotiations take.  They are also on the 

hook for attorney fees.  Mr. Winger asked Mr. Igoe if he has discussed with FMPA 

member approval.   

 

Mr. Igoe explained that he outlined the proposal that he just made to FMPA on their last 

conference call and FMPA said that they would consider it and he has not received a 

response back from them.  He said there is always a path to new amendments which 

would mean terminating old contracts and making amendments for new ones. 
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Mr. Winger explained that his interest is getting this deal done and getting the community 

off of the hook for two million dollars a month, plus the sixty thousand dollar legal fee 

that the City is paying every month.   

 

Mr. Igoe then said to Mr. Winger that he was in favor of the transaction. 

 

Mr. Winger said that he has always been in favor of the transaction.   

 

Mr. Kramer stated that the bottom line is that they don’t have a deal.  He said that they 

signed a contract, which is still being negotiated and he doesn’t see how Mr. Igoe in his 

professional opinion can say whether the agreement that they signed is good or bad.  It 

has been three years now and they have gotten nowhere.  He expressed that he has always 

wanted to see the utility rates go down.  He has a Utility Commission that shuts him 

down, there are three Councilmembers to the right of him who shut him down and what 

Mr. Igoe is suggesting just continues the process. 

 

Mr. Igoe told Mr. Kramer that he seems to have a lot of influence with FMPA so perhaps 

he could help them in making this deal. 

 

Mr. Kramer explained that his influence with FMPA is that he asks them questions.  He 

said that Council has made sure that he cannot ask Mr. Igoe questions.  He has a City 

Manager who is a cheerleader for the three Councilmembers sitting to the right of him.  

He cannot find out any information about this deal unless he talks to FMPA. 

 

Mr. Igoe told Mr. Kramer that he could call him anytime.   

 

Mr. Kramer explained to Mr. Igoe that he could not because three Councilmembers have 

told him that he is not allowed to. 

 

Mayor Fletcher did not remember ever telling Mr. Kramer that he could not speak with 

Mr. Igoe. 

 

Mr. Kramer recalled that when Mr. Winger called Mr. Igoe and asked him some 

questions the three Councilmembers to his right got on Mr. Winger’s case because he 

was racking up bills. 

 

Mr. Igoe stated that he could talk to any one of the Councilmembers individually.  He 

said if there are ideas on how they can bring this home, without risks to the City, he 

would like to hear them.  He said negotiating the deal with FPL was complicated, but he 

has told Council all along that getting approvals from FMPA was going to be an even 

more complicated process and it has been.  What he is trying to get FMPA to agree on is 

within their confines of their contract and there is way to go through the approval process 

without putting all the money that the City has spent at risk that one participant might 

decide, for whatever reason, to vote against the transaction.   
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Mr. Kramer did not see how Mr. Igoe dictating to FMPA on how they do their business is 

going to help.   

 

Mr. Igoe said that he was not dictating to FMPA.  He said that he did not want to 

negotiate this matter in public.  But, somehow everything that happens when they have 

meetings with FMPA ends up in the Press.   

 

Mr. Kramer explained to Mr. Igoe that this is government out in the open.  He said that 

people come after government because negotiations are being made behind closed doors. 

 

Mr. Igoe understood that and said that he was not negotiating behind closed doors.  He is 

saying in the public that he is not trying to dictate anything to Mr. Fred Bryant, Attorney 

for FMPA.  He is trying to persuade FMPA that this is a path that addresses all of their 

concerns and doesn’t put the entire transaction at risk calling for a one-hundred percent 

participant approval. 

 

Mr. Kramer commented that they are going into their third year of negotiations and the 

rates are continuing to go up.  When he campaigned for election it was to get the rates 

down.  He said that he would love to cancel the OUC contract.  He said that no matter 

what they do it will have to be cancelled anyway.  This would bring the rates down and 

then the incentive to go with FPL goes away. 

 

Mr. Winger agreed that they needed to cancel the OUC contract sooner rather than later. 

 

Mr. Igoe did not want to imply by terminating the contract and substituting OUC that 

there would be no payments to OUC.  He said the deal that the City has with OUC for 

transmitting part of the purchase price to OUC for them shouldering the burden would 

remain in place. 

 

Mr. Winger reiterated that the first thing they should do is cancel OUC and go on the 

market and buy power at market rates. 

 

Mrs. Turner asked where they would come up with the twenty million dollar termination 

fee to cancel the contract. 

 

Mrs. Turner commented that FMPA continues to press the issue of what if OUC goes 

bankrupt.  She asked Mr. Igoe what recourse FMPA would have if any of the other 

member cities went bankrupt. 

 

Mr. Igoe explained that the contracts all provide for a shared liability up to twenty-five 

percent and there is bond insurance in place as well.   

 

Mrs. Carroll wanted to refute a couple comments made earlier in the meeting.  She has 

heard Mr. Kramer say that he is for lower rates.  However, when he originally 

campaigned he was endorsed by a Political Action Committee called Operation 

Cleansweep and those individuals were in favor of selling the utilities.  Mr. Winger did 
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not feel that one Councilmember should be attacking another Councilmember.  Mrs. 

Carroll clarified that she was not attacking.  She said that history was brought up and she 

wanted to refute what Mr. Kramer stated as historical and have what is true on the record 

and that is that Mr. Kramer originally was voted into office because of being in favor of 

the sale of the electrical system to FPL.  She said immediately thereafter Mr. Kramer 

chose to what is commonly known as “flip” and has voted against almost every decision 

that they have had in regards to endorsing the sale to FPL.  She told Mr. Winger that he 

continuously states that he is for the sale of the electric and his voting record stands about 

50/50.  He continues to vote against their attorney team who was selected by the City 

Council in a statewide search.  Council put their confidence in this attorney firm and she 

feels that the item that Mr. Winger put on the agenda today is truly a “slap in the face” to 

the attorneys and individuals who have been working so many hours on this matter for 

such a long time.  She said that Mr. Winger wants to cancel their Transactional Attorney 

because there have been bumps in the road.  Mrs. Carroll could not see the City today 

abandoning everything that the Transactional Attorney has done and what the financial 

constraints would be.     

 

Mr. Winger explained that whenever he voted no it was because of a specific issue.  Also, 

he was not on the City Council when this Firm was selected and he would not have 

selected them.   He mentioned that he did not ask to have the item that he has on the 

agenda moved up in respect for Mr. Igoe.  He was happy to see Mr. Igoe stand before 

them today and give a path forward, which he has asked for many times in the past.  He 

didn’t think that this would have been done if he had not put this item on the agenda. 

 

Mr. Kramer stated that the first time he ran for City Council he was in favor of having 

FPL come in and look at buying their system.  He had no problem signing the first letter 

of intent and moving forward.  The problem is FPL cannot present a way to get this 

system bought and sold.  He reiterated that his concern was getting the rates down.     

 

Mayor Fletcher thanked Mr. Igoe for coming to their meeting and giving this update. 

 

 Council took a ten-minute break at 10:48 a.m. 

 

Representative Debbie Mayfield addressed the utility sale.  She said that this has been 

going on for many years.  The comment made by their Transactional Attorney concerning 

FMPA was correct.  In the beginning FMPA did not want to be a part of the contract 

negotiations because the contract was between FPL and the City of Vero Beach.  In 

reality that is the key part of this whole transaction.  In the process for the last seven 

years FMPA has wanted to kill the deal.  FPL has come up with a proposal and any 

support that Council can give FPL will help.  She said that 60% of the residents living 

outside of the City of Vero Beach are advocates of this process.  She said that the longer 

they drag this out the more it is going to cost and that is FMPA’s fault.  She encouraged 

everyone to get together and try to make this deal so that it does not drag out any longer.  

She would hate to see them go backwards when they are so close to a good plan for all of 

the ratepayers.  
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Mrs. Carroll noted that there were a lot of people in the audience who wanted to speak on 

this issue.  She asked the Mayor if it was possible for them to speak at this time. 

 

Mayor Fletcher left that up to Council. 

 

Mr. Kramer noted that there were two other presentations on the agenda and he suggested 

staying with their agenda. 

 

5. Mr. Brian LaPointe will be giving a presentation on the Indian River 

Lagoon. 

 

Mr.  Brian Lapointe, of Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute at Florida Atlantic 

University, gave a Power Point presentation (attached to the original minutes).  He said 

that this presentation is an updated talk that he gave back in March at a workshop that 

Commissioner Tim Zorc organized. 

 

Mr. Lapointe noted that they do already have some algae bloom in the Indian River 

Lagoon.  

 

Mrs. Carroll commented that after hearing the presentation by Mr. Lapointe that what he 

was saying was that the fertilizer issue was not actually the problem.  It is more the 

sewage treatment and nitrogen causing the problem. 

 

Mr. Lapointe pointed out that really both nitrogen sources need to be reduced. 

 

6. Ms. Tammy Adams from Main Street Downtown will give a Power 

Point presentation on “Why Main Street is Important.” 

 

Mrs. Tammy Adams, Administrator for Main Street Downtown, gave a Power Point 

presentation (attached to the original minutes). 

 

Council took a break for lunch and the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 

 

C. Public Comment 

 

1. Mrs. Barbara Hoffman to discuss jobs and employment opportunities 

in the community. 

 

Ms. Barbara Hoffman went over her education and that she was at today’s meeting to talk 

about employment and jobs.  She has become irate.  She asked what are they doing to 

attract businesses to come to Vero Beach and provide jobs for people who may not have a 

degree, but have skills.  She said that each business should be hiring no fewer than 25 

employees. 

 

2. Ms. Vicky Wilds from Keep Indian River Beautiful will be speaking 

about recycling bins being installed at Pocahontas Park. 
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Ms. Vicky Wilds was at the meeting on behalf of Keep Indian River Beautiful. She was 

pleased to announce that Keep Indian River Beautiful will be installing recycling bins at 

Pocahontas Park and another one at Round Island.  Volunteers will help in emptying the 

recycling bins.  She said that Keep America Beautiful has started a new campaign titled 

“I Want To Be Recycled.”   She invited Council to help Keep Indian River Beautiful in 

celebrating the unveiling of the bins on July 26
th

 and then on July 27
th

 they will be having 

a Keep Indian River Beautiful market place at the Indian River Mall from 1:00 p.m. until 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Scott Stradley, Utilities Commission Chairman, talked about the next Utilities 

Commission meeting and what items will be discussed at that meeting.   He was 

encouraged by the report presented to them today by the Transactional Attorney and felt 

that it looks like they have a good path moving forward.  The key is the working 

relationship that the City has with FMPA.  At the Utilities Commission meeting the 

members will be talking about the Taylor Swaps and then under Old Business continuing 

their discussion on septic tanks.  He reminded Mr. Kramer that any member of the City 

Council can put an item on the Utilities Commission agenda, which will take priority of 

what the Commission planned to discuss.   

 

Mr. Glenn Heran mentioned that Dr. Faherty attended their meeting this morning to make 

a presentation, but he had to leave the meeting.  His presentation is attached to the 

original minutes and Council did receive copies of it.  Mr. Heran stated that it is clear that 

opponents are trying to block the rights of the community to sell the utilities.  While he is 

disappointed, this opposition has been expected.  He appreciated the attorney from FPL 

and their Transactional Attorney being present for today’s meeting and making the 

comments that they did.  He believes the delay in getting this contract complete is with 

FMPA.  He said that Vero Beach is not alone and that there are sister cities who also 

suffer under this bureaucratic yolk.  He said that there is no municipality that can 

compete with FPL.  He encouraged everyone to take a look at the FMPA website and 

there is a video and in the video FMPA quotes “all for one and one for all,” but who do 

they mean when they say all.  Who is all if it is not the ratepayers.  He noted that city 

utility directors and other city employees make up the majority of the FMPA Board.  He 

questioned are they willing to fight.  Will they fight for what the voters have voted them 

to fight for.   He felt that the City of Vero Beach, Indian River County, and Indian River 

Shores all should be partners.  They need to hire a public relations firm, but hiring 

another Transactional Attorney is not the answer.  The Transactional Attorney that they 

have now has done well to get them this far.  

 

Dr. Barry Hummel, Board member for Tobacco Prevention Network of Florida, was at 

today’s meeting along with Leslie Spurloc of Tobacco Free Partnership, to address 

questions that have come up regarding flavored tobacco.  He passed around flavored 

tobacco cigars designed to target youths.  He noted that there is also spitting tobacco 

designed for children.  This is a problem that has been confronting Florida and the whole 

Nation for a long time.  He said that now the use of cigars for youths exceeds the number 

of cigarette users.  They (Tobacco Prevention Network of Florida) are asking cities to 



Page 8  07/16/13 

 

pass a Resolution encouraging store owners to make good decisions on what they have in 

their stores.  He mentioned that South Miami passed a ban on tobacco products that 

contain additives that mask the natural characteristics of tobacco and it has not been 

challenged.  The local SWAT team put together a survey asking citizens whether or not 

these products needed to be sold in local convenience stores and 195 people (80%) 

surveyed agreed that they did not need to be sold in local stores.  Mr. Hummel provided 

Council with all the information that he has referenced today and hoped that the City of 

Vero Beach would consider exploring this alternative for Vero Beach. 

 

Mrs. Carroll asked the City Attorney to look at the different Ordinances provided by Mr. 

Hummel and do some research on the City of Vero Beach passing a similar Ordinance.  

 

Mr. Coment recalled that he has already done some research on this.  He will make sure 

that Council gets a copy of the memo that he circulated a few months ago. 

 

Mrs. Carroll wanted to move forward with the Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Coment suggested that they ban it for all retailers in the City of Vero Beach and give 

them a period for their existing contracts to expire and give them time to get rid of some 

of their inventory. 

 

Mr. Kramer would like to look at the issue and have it brought back for discussion. 

 

Mr. Hummel gave a time limit to offer to retailers, which he thought would address some 

of Mr. Coment’s concerns. 

 

Mayor Fletcher suggested that Mr. Coment look at the Ordinance that South Miami 

passed. 

 

Mr. Coment explained that he has looked at that Ordinance and gave Council a 

recommendation on whether or not he thought that it was feasible.  In his 

recommendation he told them that he thought that it was feasible if they want to put a ban 

in place. 

 

Mayor Fletcher asked Mr. Coment to put something together and present it to Council.   

 

Mrs. Carroll said if Mr. Coment could not have something to them by their next meeting 

then sometime in the future.  She asked that he prepare an Ordinance to go on the agenda 

for first reading. 

 

Mr. Charlie Wilson commented that it was public activity that started them to work 

towards lowering their utility rates.  If they just concentrate on getting the utility rates 

down then it means they will be paying more forever.  The ratepayers will still end up 

with a large percentage per year, per day, forever.  The City of Vero Beach cannot be 

competitive in the electric business so they need to get out of it.  The only alternative is to 

move forward.  He gave the history of what has been going on up to now.  He said FMPA 
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will never be fair.  They were not good suppliers or partners.  The reason that FMPA 

wants to go to a unanimous situation from all of the cities involved is because they have 

already arranged for Ft. Pierce to vote no.  There are people on the FMPA Board who 

object to the way they are going with the situation in Vero Beach.  He agrees with Mr. 

Winger that FMPA has no reason to be fair.  He said that this Council is doing a fine job 

in trying to make this happen (get the deal closed).  FPL has some restrictions so they 

can’t have a huge fight with FMPA.  Some options remaining are regulations with the 

PSC, and suggesting that Mr. Heran and Dr. Faherty go forward with their legal 

interpretation, and to lobby their State legislature on this.  Local political actions make it 

illegal for the City of Vero Beach to be in the utility business.  However, they still are a 

part of FMPA and have a vote on the FMPA Executive Committee.  He said that if there 

is the support of eight cities the rule could change and demand that their staff allow the 

City of Vero Beach to get out.  The penalty of keeping Vero Beach is larger than letting 

them go.  He suggested that Mayor Fletcher invite the Mayors of the other cities to get 

together and discuss this with them.  The problem is that there are so many Utility 

Directors as representatives on the FMPA.  He suggested letting the Mayors who 

represent the public get together and ask for seven other cities to join Vero Beach.  These 

are alternatives that will work.  FMPA needs to understand that Vero Beach is not going 

to take this forever.   

 

Mrs. Kelly Sartain, Executive Director of Buggy Bunch, was at today’s meeting to ask 

Council’s approval to serve alcohol at the first Buggy Bunch Food Truck Event to occur 

on August 17
th

 at Riverside Park (item appears as item 2D-10 on the consent agenda). 

She said that they have vendors from all over and it should be a well attended event. 

 

D. Adoption of Consent Agenda 

 

1. Regular City Council Minutes – June 18, 2013 

2. Resurface and Repair Tennis Courts 

3. 18
th

 Street Stormwater Treatement Facility (FDEP 319h Grant) – 

Construction Contract – Recommendation of Award 

 4. Monthly Capital Projects’ Status Reports 

5. Final Payment for #2 Water Box Fabrication/Installation 

6. Replacement of Water Treatment Plant Emergency Generator Fuel 

Tank – Recommendation of Final Acceptance and Payment – Water 

and Sewer Project No. WS 12006 – Bid No. 400-12/Contract No. 1597-

C 

7. License Agreement #2013-LA-0207 – John W. & Dianna Chianis – 

Residential Dock – 7 Sea Horse Lane 

8. Utility Easement #2013-EG-0134 – Uncle Bob’s Storage – 1015 17
th

 

Street 

9. Disaster Debris Removal Management Professional Services 

Agreement – Thompson Consulting Services, LLC 

10. Request to serve Alcohol – Buggy Bunch Food Truck Event – 

Riverside Park – August 17, 2013 
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11. Request for Expenditure of Funds – Veterans Memorial Island 

Sanctuary Committee 

 

Mayor Fletcher made a motion to adopt the consent agenda.  Mr. Kramer seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Turner referred to item 2D-3 and said that the stormwater baffles are the most 

efficient way of protecting the Lagoon at this time and the next step would be to create 

retention ponds.  She complimented the City on their great efforts in protecting the 

Lagoon. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

3.        PUBLIC HEARINGS      
 

A) A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Vero Beach, Florida, relating 

to Reuse Water Rates and Charges; Repealing Resolution 2012-23; 

Establishing amended Reuse Water Rates and Charges; Providing an 

Effective Date.- Requested by the Water & Sewer Department 

 

Mayor Fletcher read the Resolution by title only.  He opened and closed the public 

hearing at 1:59 p.m., with no one wishing to be heard.   

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to adopt the Resolution.  Mrs. Carroll seconded the motion 

and it passed 5-0 with Mr. Winger voting yes, Mr. Kramer yes, Mrs. Turner yes, Mrs. 

Carroll yes, and Mayor Fletcher yes. 

 

4.        RESOLUTIONS FOR ADOPTION WITHOUT PUBLIC HEARING   
 

A) A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Vero Beach, Florida, 

Establishing City Council Policy and Procedures regarding Opening 

Invocations for City Council meetings; Providing for an Effective Date. – 

Requested by City Council 

 

Mayor Fletcher read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Mr. Winger wondered if the public had a chance to review this Resolution.  He suggested 

tabling it until their August 20
th

 Council meeting.  

 

Mayor Fletcher agreed with setting a public hearing at their next meeting to hear this 

Resolution. 

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to have this Resolution heard at the August 20
th

 City Council 

meeting.  Mr. Winger seconded the motion and it passed 5-0 with Mr. Winger voting yes, 

Mr. Kramer yes, Mrs. Turner yes, Mrs. Carroll yes, and Mayor Fletcher yes.  
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B) A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Vero Beach, Florida, releasing 

a portion of Easement “E” identified in that certain Deed of Easement 

recorded in Official Record Book 1342, Page 733, of the Public Records of 

Indian River County, Florida. – Requested by the Public Work’s 

Department 

 

Mayor Fletcher read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Mr. O’Connor explained that the City is abandoning an easement that they no longer 

need. 

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to approve the Resolution.  Mr. Winger seconded the motion 

and it passed 5-0 with Mr. Winger voting yes, Mr. Kramer yes, Mrs. Turner yes, Mrs. 

Carroll yes and Mayor Fletcher yes. 

 

C) A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Vero Beach, Florida, 

Establishing City Council Policy and Procedures regarding Proclamations; 

Providing for an Effective Date. – Requested by City Council 

 

Mayor Fletcher read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Mr. Coment commented that he knew that Mrs. Carroll reviewed the Resolution and 

made some changes to it.  He said that he also did a little tweaking to the Resolution after 

Mrs. Carroll had reviewed it. 

 

Mrs. Turner had some concerns with limiting the Proclamations to someone who is 

present to accept it.  She said that they do receive requests from the public that ask for a 

Proclamation, but want it mailed to them.  Council agreed that it should be changed in the 

Resolution to allow Proclamations to be mailed to people who do not wish that they be 

read at a Council meeting. 

 

Mr. Winger referred to page 2, item 2, of the Resolution and said that paragraph is the 

heart of the whole Resolution.  However, he was not sure if the sentence covered 

everything.  He asked that “or illegal conduct” be inserted at the end of that sentence. 

 

Mr. Kramer did not want to see anything that restricts free exercise of religion. 

 

Mr. Coment felt that they have formulated this policy to make it clear to the public that 

the City is not endorsing anything. 

 

Mayor Fletcher expressed that these are guidelines and agreed with what has been put in 

the Resolution.   

 

Mr. Winger commented that he always reads the Proclamations before he signs them and 

wondered if it was worthwhile for all of the Council to sign the Proclamations. 
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Mayor Fletcher wanted all of the signatures to remain on the Proclamations.  It is 

Council’s choice as to whether or not they wish to sign a particular Proclamation.  He 

asked Mr. Coment to bring back the Resolution to them with the modified wording. 

 

Mayor Fletcher made a motion to set the public hearing to hear this Resolution for 

August 20, 2013.  Mrs. Carroll seconded the motion and it passed 5-0 with Mr. Winger 

voting yes, Mr. Kramer yes, Mrs. Turner yes, Mrs. Carroll yes, and Mayor Fletcher yes. 

 

5.       FIRST READINGS BY TITLE FOR ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS    

          THAT REQUIRE A FUTURE PUBLIC HEARING 

 

A) An Ordinance of the City of Vero Beach, Florida, abandoning a portion of 

Eagle Drive right-of-way in Block 6 of Vero Beach Estates Subdivision, as 

recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 8 of the Public Records of St. Lucie County, 

Florida, said lands now lying and being in Indian River County, Florida; 

retaining a Utility Easement; Providing for Conflict and Severability; 

Providing for an Effective Date. – Requested by the Public Work’s 

Department 

 

Mayor Fletcher read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

Mr. O’Connor reported that they will be giving up a street right-of-way by adopting this 

Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Winger wondered if this lot had any commercial value. 

 

Mr. O’Connor did not think that it has any value. 

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and set the public 

hearing for August 20, 2013.  Mrs. Carroll seconded the motion and it passed 5-0 with 

Mr. Winger voting yes, Mr. Kramer yes, Mrs. Turner yes, Mrs. Carroll yes, and Mayor 

Fletcher yes. 

 

6.       CITY CLERK’S MATTERS       

 

A) Commission/Boards 

 

Marine Commission 
 

Mr. Alan Klotsche is no longer serving on the Marine Commission.  Mr. Robert Snyder 

serves as Alternate #1 and Mr. Clinton Lanier serves as Alternate #2.  Both members 

would like to be moved up on the Commission.   

 

Mrs. Turner made a motion to move Mr. Robert Snyder up to a full member and to move 

Mr. Clinton Lanier up to Alternate #1.  Mr. Kramer seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously. 
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Recreation Commission 
 

Mr. Alex Snodgress has resigned from the Recreation Commission.  Mrs. Judy Jones 

serves as Alternate #1 and Mrs. Sue Dinenno serves as Alternate #2 and both members 

would like to be moved up. 

 

Mr. Kramer made a motion to move Mrs. Judy Jones up to a full member and move Mrs. 

Sue Dinenno up to Alternate #1.  Mr. Winger seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously. 

 

Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee 
 

Mr. Eric “Rip” Wieler has resigned from the Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary 

Advisory Committee.  Mr. Curtis Paulism serves as Alternate #2 and would like to be 

moved up to Alternate #1. 

 

Mrs. Turner made a motion to move Mr. Curtis Paulism up to Alternate #1 on the 

Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary Advisory Committee.  Mrs. Carroll seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

The Council discussed all of the letters that they received and instructed the Clerk to 

email them to the Council instead of making paper copies.  This would save time and 

paper. 

 

7.       CITY MANAGER’S MATTERS 

 

A) Wastewater Treatment Plant Solids Handling Modifications – Professional 

Services Agreement (ARCADIS, Inc.) – Water and Sewer Project No. 

WS12008 

 

B) Wastewater Treatment Plant Solids Handling Modifications – BCR 

Environmental Corporation – CleanB Residuals Treatment 

 

Both items were discussed together. 

 

Mr. Rob Bolton, Water and Sewer Director, talked about item 7-B) first.  He told Council 

what the City presently does.  He said that currently they operate two digesters to achieve 

Class B biosolids and contract with a hauler (SYNAGRO) to dewater and dispose of the 

biosolids at the Okeechobee landfill.  They reviewed and budgeted for the replacement of 

one digester blower with a new turbo blower to reduce operating costs.  However, prior 

to bidding this project, an innovative option was presented by BCR Environmental.  This 

company has patented a process called CleanB that uses chlorine dioxide to achieve Class 

B biosolids in a ten-minute time period.  Attached to the backup material is a spreadsheet 

that shows the cost savings for both the turbo blower and the CleanB system.  They are 

currently exploring options with Indian River County regarding the use of the County 
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landfill for the disposal of their biosolids rather than the Okeechobee landfill.  Disposal in 

the Indian River County landfill would result in an additional cost savings of $18,000 a 

year.  There may be additional savings realized through composting the CleanB product.  

BCR Environmental is currently working with Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce Utility 

Authority, Sea Coast Utilities, and Martin County to install either a CleanB system or a 

Neutralizer System.  Port St. Lucie has expressed an interest in accepting CleanB 

products from Vero Beach and Fort Pierce.  The City might see some additional savings 

if such a facility is installed.    

 

Ms. Wendy Broley (spelling may not be correct), of DCR Environmental, explained that 

the compost is landscape grade and has zero odor.  

 

Mrs. Carroll asked is this based on the number of square yards being developed each 

month and what is that number. 

 

Ms. Broley did not have that number with her.  She explained that the composting facility 

will be located in Port St. Lucie.   

 

Mrs. Carroll asked if there were any residual left over chemicals after this process that 

needs to be disposed of by the City. 

 

Ms. Broley answered no. 

 

Mrs. Carroll felt that this was fabulous new technology that will save the City money.  

She made a motion to approve both items 7-A) and 7-B) Professional Services 

Agreement with ARCADIS and with BCR Environmental Corporation for the CleanB 

residuals treatment. Mr. Winger seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

8.       CITY ATTORNEY’S MATTERS 
 

None 

 

9.       CITY COUNCIL MATTERS 

 

A. Old Business 

 

1. A vote to bring in a law firm to determine whether the sale of the electric 

plant to FPL can be restructured to meet the requirements of the FMPA 

contracts; or if not, what are the least costly exit strategies available to the 

City under its sales contract.  Should a restructuring not be possible, the City 

needs to know if FMPA is acting arbitrarily, outside the provisions of the 

FMPA contracts, or rather that the City has been badly advised. – Requested 

by Councilmember Richard Winger 

 

Mr. Winger was glad to see that Mr. Igoe has a plan, although he does not know how it is 

going to work.  He understands that at their August meeting they will have some 
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feedback so he wished to pull this item off of the agenda.  He would like to see Mr. Igoe 

come back to Council with a report at their August 20
th

 meeting.  He expressed what he 

wants and what he has wanted always wanted, which is to step forward. 

 

B. New Business 

 

10. INDIVIDUAL COUNCILMEMBERS’ MATTERS 

 

A. Mayor Craig Fletcher’s Matters 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports 

3. Comments 

 

No report given. 

 

B. Vice Mayor Tracy Carroll’s Matters 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports 

3. Comments 

 

No report given. 

 

C. Councilmember Pilar Turner’s Matters 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports 

3. Comments 

 

Mrs. Turner congratulated the Police Officers who received medals at the recent athletic 

event.  She also reminded Council about the Treasure Coast League of Cities meeting to 

be held in Fellsmere on Wednesday morning. 

 

D. Councilmember Jay Kramer’s Matters 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports 

3. Comments 

 

Mr. Kramer reported that the Fundraising Committee met yesterday. 

 

Mr. O’Connor reported that he had a meeting with an advertising firm who has a concept 

that could bring in additional revenue to the City.  He will be bringing this to Council for 

their consideration. 

 

E. Councilmember Dick Winger’s Matters 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports 

3. Comments 
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No report given. 

 

11.        ADJOURNMENT 

 

Today’s meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m. 

 

/tv         


