
Good Morning, 

Today, in dedication of this Florida Heritage State Marker, we come together to commemorate 

our city’s history and her place in our everyday lives.  We especially honor the people, both past 

and present, who have worked towards her betterment and who continue to make this city the 

most unique and special place that it is along Florida’s east coast.   

Much of this work couldn’t take place without some interaction with city government at City 

Hall.  Not only are the day to day operations that take place here vital to our city’s functionality, 

but many of the decisions that are made here significantly impact our daily lives. Still, as a civic 

hub, we don’t often pause to reflect on the building itself nor the ideals which inspired its 

modern design.  

So, being a Historic Preservationist and architectural historian I am honored to speak to you  

this morning about this Mid-Century Modern edifice, to help commemorate our local history 

and perhaps better understand and appreciate this local landmark.  

With that, I’d like to ask those of you here today to raise your hands if you remember living 

during the 1950’s and 1960’s. Now keep your hands up and I’d like you to raise your hands if 

you were born sometime in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  

So if you look around you, it seems that a majority of you have a living memory of the 1950’s 

and 1960’s and I just want to acknowledge that I realize mid century modern architecture is not 

exactly what you picture when you think about historic buildings.  That being said, as the years 

go by, and we continue to lose an increasing number of this building style, the architecture is 

becoming more and more unique as are some of the ideas and the values from that time period 

that inspired the design. 

In architecture, Mid-Century Modern is a broad term that is being used widely today to 

differentiate buildings built just after World War II throughout the 1960’s.  Buildings of this 

style are set within the overall design philosophy of Modernism.  In the 20th Century, the 

Modern Movement in the United States established a radical new aesthetic that broke away 

from the “traditional” historic past and advocated a design based on function, economy, 



efficiency, simplicity, and an intimate relationship with site and nature.  Mid-century architects 

had new technologies and materials at their disposal to experiment with, such as formed 

concrete. An example is the former Indian River County library building across the street whose 

entrance and roof system is shaped to look like a set of 3 books.  Architects were also able to 

experiment with natural light, as in the City Hall entrance behind me where the outdoors and 

indoors are integrated seamlessly by this wall of glass, also referred to as a curtain wall. The 

growing popularity of the automobile also influenced modern designs.  One example, is the 

“drive through” window, novel at the time, which allowed citizens to pay their tax and utility 

bills without ever having to leave their car. (point around the corner) 

In June 1961, architect Bill Taylor submitted a rendering for this new City Hall to the Vero Beach 

City Council. The population at that time had more than doubled from the previous decade and 

The existing City Hall building, a beautiful 1920’s era Mission Revival, was too cramped for 

employees and was not meeting the increasing demand for city services. 

Thus, the demand warranted a much larger modern facility, built by local contractor William 

Hensick & Sons and opened in early 1963.  The new City Hall featured modern comforts like air-

conditioning, a large 112 seat council chamber on the first floor (as opposed to the 2nd at the 

old building) and a PA system so that citizens could hear their city officials.  Additional modern 

features included Terrazzo floors, modern lighting, a drive-up utility window as mentioned 

previously and room for further expansion into the 2nd story.   

This was a booming and ambitious time in Florida’s history and the landscape throughout our 

state was changing dramatically. Tract-house suburbs were being built in increasing numbers 

and new highways and the rise of jet aviation were helping to re-invigorate Florida’s tourism 

industry.  

When City Hall was dedicated on March 17th, 1963, Americans were confident, forward-looking 

and very optimistic about the future.  The Space Race had begun and NASA’s Apollo Program 

dominated with its chief aim to put a man on the moon ahead of the Soviet Union.  In late 

summer that same year Martin Luther King gave his “I have a Dream” Speech at the March on 

the Washington, rapidly expanding the Civil Rights Movement.  By Fall, Vero Beach fans of the 



LA Dodgers, were following the news as their team (who had been at spring training in Vero 

Beach earlier that year) swept the New York Yankees 4 games to 0 to win the World Series title.  

And then as the Beatles released their first song in the US starting the British invasion and a 

month after Bob Dylan performed, “the times, they are a changing”, at Carnegie Hall our nation 

faced a horrific tragedy, the assassination of our 35th President John F. Kennedy.  

As we look back on that momentous year and the significant and transformational ideas, events 

and people that shaped our nation’s history, we can begin to put this building’s history into 

context and hopefully better appreciate its Visual Legacy as a tangible link between the past 

and the present. 

On behalf of the Indian River County Historical Society and the City’s Preservation Commission, 

we’d also like to invite you to help us further appreciate our local history by gathering & sharing 

your personal stories and memories about City Hall.  So, if you’d like to join us after the 

unveiling, we will be providing materials for the “This Place Matters Campaign”  and 

demonstrate how you can use social media in a collective way to tell the story of why Historic 

Places matter to you !  

 Thank you very much.  And now, I’d like to invite City Clerk Tammy Vock and Assistant City 

Attorney, Peggy Lyon, to come forward and unveil the Marker. 
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