Good Morning,

Today, in dedication of this Florida Heritage State Marker, we come together to commemorate
our city’s history and her place in our everyday lives. We especially honor the people, both past
and present, who have worked towards her betterment and who continue to make this city the

most unique and special place that it is along Florida’s east coast.

Much of this work couldn’t take place without some interaction with city government at City
Hall. Not only are the day to day operations that take place here vital to our city’s functionality,
but many of the decisions that are made here significantly impact our daily lives. Still, as a civic
hub, we don’t often pause to reflect on the building itself nor the ideals which inspired its

modern design.

So, being a Historic Preservationist and architectural historian | am honored to speak to you
this morning about this Mid-Century Modern edifice, to help commemorate our local history

and perhaps better understand and appreciate this local landmark.

With that, I'd like to ask those of you here today to raise your hands if you remember living
during the 1950’s and 1960’s. Now keep your hands up and Id like you to raise your hands if

you were born sometime in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

So if you look around you, it seems that a majority of you have a living memory of the 1950’s
and 1960’s and | just want to acknowledge that | realize mid century modern architecture is not
exactly what you picture when you think about historic buildings. That being said, as the years
go by, and we continue to lose an increasing number of this building style, the architecture is
becoming more and more unique as are some of the ideas and the values from that time period

that inspired the design.

In architecture, Mid-Century Modern is a broad term that is being used widely today to
differentiate buildings built just after World War Il throughout the 1960’s. Buildings of this
style are set within the overall design philosophy of Modernism. In the 20" Century, the
Modern Movement in the United States established a radical new aesthetic that broke away

from the “traditional” historic past and advocated a design based on function, economy,



efficiency, simplicity, and an intimate relationship with site and nature. Mid-century architects
had new technologies and materials at their disposal to experiment with, such as formed
concrete. An example is the former Indian River County library building across the street whose
entrance and roof system is shaped to look like a set of 3 books. Architects were also able to
experiment with natural light, as in the City Hall entrance behind me where the outdoors and
indoors are integrated seamlessly by this wall of glass, also referred to as a curtain wall. The
growing popularity of the automobile also influenced modern designs. One example, is the
“drive through” window, novel at the time, which allowed citizens to pay their tax and utility

bills without ever having to leave their car. (point around the corner)

In June 1961, architect Bill Taylor submitted a rendering for this new City Hall to the Vero Beach
City Council. The population at that time had more than doubled from the previous decade and
The existing City Hall building, a beautiful 1920’s era Mission Revival, was too cramped for

employees and was not meeting the increasing demand for city services.

Thus, the demand warranted a much larger modern facility, built by local contractor William
Hensick & Sons and opened in early 1963. The new City Hall featured modern comforts like air-
conditioning, a large 112 seat council chamber on the first floor (as opposed to the 2" at the
old building) and a PA system so that citizens could hear their city officials. Additional modern
features included Terrazzo floors, modern lighting, a drive-up utility window as mentioned

previously and room for further expansion into the 2" story.

This was a booming and ambitious time in Florida’s history and the landscape throughout our
state was changing dramatically. Tract-house suburbs were being built in increasing numbers
and new highways and the rise of jet aviation were helping to re-invigorate Florida’s tourism

industry.

When City Hall was dedicated on March 17th, 1963, Americans were confident, forward-looking
and very optimistic about the future. The Space Race had begun and NASA’s Apollo Program
dominated with its chief aim to put a man on the moon ahead of the Soviet Union. In late
summer that same year Martin Luther King gave his “I have a Dream” Speech at the March on

the Washington, rapidly expanding the Civil Rights Movement. By Fall, Vero Beach fans of the



LA Dodgers, were following the news as their team (who had been at spring training in Vero
Beach earlier that year) swept the New York Yankees 4 games to 0 to win the World Series title.
And then as the Beatles released their first song in the US starting the British invasion and a
month after Bob Dylan performed, “the times, they are a changing”, at Carnegie Hall our nation

faced a horrific tragedy, the assassination of our 35" president John F. Kennedy.

As we look back on that momentous year and the significant and transformational ideas, events
and people that shaped our nation’s history, we can begin to put this building’s history into
context and hopefully better appreciate its Visual Legacy as a tangible link between the past

and the present.

On behalf of the Indian River County Historical Society and the City’s Preservation Commission,
we’d also like to invite you to help us further appreciate our local history by gathering & sharing
your personal stories and memories about City Hall. So, if you’d like to join us after the
unveiling, we will be providing materials for the “This Place Matters Campaign” and
demonstrate how you can use social media in a collective way to tell the story of why Historic

Places matter to you !

Thank you very much. And now, I'd like to invite City Clerk Tammy Vock and Assistant City

Attorney, Peggy Lyon, to come forward and unveil the Marker.



	Good Morning,
	Today, in dedication of this Florida Heritage State Marker, we come together to commemorate our city’s history and her place in our everyday lives.  We especially honor the people, both past and present, who have worked towards her betterment and who continue to make this city the most unique and special place that it is along Florida’s east coast.  
	Much of this work couldn’t take place without some interaction with city government at City Hall.  Not only are the day to day operations that take place here vital to our city’s functionality, but many of the decisions that are made here significantly impact our daily lives. Still, as a civic hub, we don’t often pause to reflect on the building itself nor the ideals which inspired its modern design. 
	So, being a Historic Preservationist and architectural historian I am honored to speak to you  this morning about this Mid-Century Modern edifice, to help commemorate our local history and perhaps better understand and appreciate this local landmark. 
	With that, I’d like to ask those of you here today to raise your hands if you remember living during the 1950’s and 1960’s. Now keep your hands up and I’d like you to raise your hands if you were born sometime in the 1950’s and 1960’s. 
	So if you look around you, it seems that a majority of you have a living memory of the 1950’s and 1960’s and I just want to acknowledge that I realize mid century modern architecture is not exactly what you picture when you think about historic buildings.  That being said, as the years go by, and we continue to lose an increasing number of this building style, the architecture is becoming more and more unique as are some of the ideas and the values from that time period that inspired the design.
	In architecture, Mid-Century Modern is a broad term that is being used widely today to differentiate buildings built just after World War II throughout the 1960’s.  Buildings of this style are set within the overall design philosophy of Modernism.  In the 20th Century, the Modern Movement in the United States established a radical new aesthetic that broke away from the “traditional” historic past and advocated a design based on function, economy, efficiency, simplicity, and an intimate relationship with site and nature.  Mid-century architects had new technologies and materials at their disposal to experiment with, such as formed concrete. An example is the former Indian River County library building across the street whose entrance and roof system is shaped to look like a set of 3 books.  Architects were also able to experiment with natural light, as in the City Hall entrance behind me where the outdoors and indoors are integrated seamlessly by this wall of glass, also referred to as a curtain wall. The growing popularity of the automobile also influenced modern designs.  One example, is the “drive through” window, novel at the time, which allowed citizens to pay their tax and utility bills without ever having to leave their car. (point around the corner)
	In June 1961, architect Bill Taylor submitted a rendering for this new City Hall to the Vero Beach City Council. The population at that time had more than doubled from the previous decade and The existing City Hall building, a beautiful 1920’s era Mission Revival, was too cramped for employees and was not meeting the increasing demand for city services.
	Thus, the demand warranted a much larger modern facility, built by local contractor William Hensick & Sons and opened in early 1963.  The new City Hall featured modern comforts like air-conditioning, a large 112 seat council chamber on the first floor (as opposed to the 2nd at the old building) and a PA system so that citizens could hear their city officials.  Additional modern features included Terrazzo floors, modern lighting, a drive-up utility window as mentioned previously and room for further expansion into the 2nd story.  
	This was a booming and ambitious time in Florida’s history and the landscape throughout our state was changing dramatically. Tract-house suburbs were being built in increasing numbers and new highways and the rise of jet aviation were helping to re-invigorate Florida’s tourism industry. 
	When City Hall was dedicated on March 17th, 1963, Americans were confident, forward-looking and very optimistic about the future.  The Space Race had begun and NASA’s Apollo Program dominated with its chief aim to put a man on the moon ahead of the Soviet Union.  In late summer that same year Martin Luther King gave his “I have a Dream” Speech at the March on the Washington, rapidly expanding the Civil Rights Movement.  By Fall, Vero Beach fans of the LA Dodgers, were following the news as their team (who had been at spring training in Vero Beach earlier that year) swept the New York Yankees 4 games to 0 to win the World Series title.  And then as the Beatles released their first song in the US starting the British invasion and a month after Bob Dylan performed, “the times, they are a changing”, at Carnegie Hall our nation faced a horrific tragedy, the assassination of our 35th President John F. Kennedy. 
	As we look back on that momentous year and the significant and transformational ideas, events and people that shaped our nation’s history, we can begin to put this building’s history into context and hopefully better appreciate its Visual Legacy as a tangible link between the past and the present.
	On behalf of the Indian River County Historical Society and the City’s Preservation Commission, we’d also like to invite you to help us further appreciate our local history by gathering & sharing your personal stories and memories about City Hall.  So, if you’d like to join us after the unveiling, we will be providing materials for the “This Place Matters Campaign”  and demonstrate how you can use social media in a collective way to tell the story of why Historic Places matter to you ! 
	 Thank you very much.  And now, I’d like to invite City Clerk Tammy Vock and Assistant City Attorney, Peggy Lyon, to come forward and unveil the Marker.


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6

  /CompressObjects /All

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket true

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType true

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile (North America Web/Internet)

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<





    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>







    /HUN <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>





    /SKY <>



    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>



    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



