
MINUTES OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016 - 10:00 A.M. 

CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 
 

 CANVASSING BOARD: City Manager, James O’Connor; City Attorney, Wayne Coment and City Clerk, 
Tammy Bursick  Also Present: Deputy City Clerk, Sherri Philo 
 
1. Call to Order of Canvassing Board – City Attorney 
 
Mr. Wayne Coment, City Attorney, called today’s meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
A) Roll Call – Deputy City Clerk 
 
Ms. Sherri Philo, Deputy City Clerk, performed the roll call. 
 
B) Pledge of Allegiance – City Clerk 
 
Mrs. Tammy Bursick, City Clerk, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
2. Certification of Election Results 
 
A) Presentation of Election Results – City Clerk 
 
Mrs. Bursick reported that the Election did not go as smoothly as it has in the past in that they had to 
have a recount on Wednesday noting that the Election results did not change and she has in front of her 
the Certified Election results. 
 
B) Reading of Certification Resolution – City Manager 
 
The City Manager read the Resolution certifying the results of the Election in its entirety (please see 
attached). 
 
Mr. Coment opened and closed public comment, with no one wishing to speak. 
 
C) Motion to Adopt Resolution Certifying Election Results 
 
Mr. James O’Connor, City Manager, made a motion to adopt the Resolution certifying the Election 
results.   Mrs. Bursick seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
3. Oath of Office of New Councilmembers 
 
A) Administration of Oath of Office – City Clerk 
 
The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office en masse to Mr. Tony Young, Mr. Lange Sykes, and Mrs. 
Laura Moss. 
 
B) Adjournment of Canvassing Board 
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The Canvassing Board adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 
 
C) Council Takes Seats at Dais 
 
The City Councilmembers took their seats at the dais. 
 
4. Election of Mayor 
 
A) Call for Nominations for Mayor – City Attorney 
 
Mr. Howle nominated Mrs. Laura Moss for Mayor. 
 
Mr. Winger nominated Mr. Anthony W. Young for Mayor. 
 
Mr. Young nominated Mr. Richard Winger for Mayor.  Mr. Winger declined the nomination. 
 
B) Motion for Election of one of the Nominees as Mayor 
 
Mr. Coment explained that because there are two (2) nominations, the City Council can make a motion 
to adopt one of the two (2) candidates for Mayor and vote on that motion or they could use a paper 
ballot. 
 
Mr. Winger suggested that they use a paper ballot. 
 
Mr. Sykes made a motion to appoint Laura Moss as Mayor.  Mr. Howle seconded the motion and it 
passed 3-2 with Mrs. Moss voting yes, Mr. Young no, Mr. Sykes yes, Mr. Howle yes, and Mr. Winger no. 
 
C) Mayor assumes Control of Meeting 
 
Mayor Moss thanked Mrs. Pilar Turner for her support and encouragement from the start, the Utilities 
Commission for all their hard work and for the honor of being their Chairwoman, and the City of Vero 
Beach for their vote of confidence. 
 
5. Election of Vice-Mayor 
 
A) Call for Nomination for Vice Mayor – Mayor 
 
Mayor Moss called for nominations for Vice Mayor.   
 
Mayor Moss nominated Mr. Harry Howle for Vice Mayor. 
 
Mr. Winger nominated Mr. Anthony W. Young for Vice Mayor. 
 
Mr. Howle nominated himself for Vice Mayor. 
 
B) Motion for Election of One of the Nominees as Vice-Mayor 
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Mr. Sykes made a motion to appoint Mr. Harry Howle as Vice Mayor.  Mayor Moss seconded the motion 
and it passed 3-2 with Mr. Sykes voting yes, Mr. Young no, Mr. Howle yes, Mr. Winger no, and Mayor 
Moss yes. 
 
6. Seating Assignment & Appointments to Commission and Boards 
 
The seating assignments for the City Council will be from left to right, Mr. Young, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Howle, 
Mrs. Moss and Mr. Winger. 
 
Mrs. Bursick asked the City Council members to look through the Commission/Board appointments 
stating that this would be discussed at tomorrow’s City Council meeting.  
 
7. Public Comment 
 
None 
 
8. Sunshine Law Briefing – City Attorney 
 
Ms. Kira Honse, Assistant City Attorney, gave a Power Point presentation on the Sunshine Law (on file in 
the City Clerk’s office). 
 
Mayor Moss invited the community to their first meeting, which will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, 
November 22, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.  She then referred to the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting.  She said 
item 4, under Public Hearings, is an Ordinance relating to the budget.  She said if she understood Ms. 
Honse’s presentation, any type of budget meeting should be held after 5:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Honse explained that is only for the initial budget setting process, which is done in August or 
September. 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
Mr. Howle made a motion to adjourn today’s meeting at 10:42 a.m.  Mr. Sykes seconded the motion and 
it passed unanimously. 
 
/sp 
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